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Editorial

Changing Tunes at The Face of Accountability.

When on one night in December 2020, a gang of religious
hooligans carried out a murderous attack on Radio Virsa host Harnek
Singh; planned to burn down his house on the day of his expected
funeral and eliminate his family; their sympathisers sang and danced
to the tune of “protecting the dignity of our Gurus and our religion”
though the process of Sodha Launna — physically eliminating those
labelled as “Guru Nindaks” through the use of violence.

The sponsors of the gang of hooligans claimed the gang had
the courage, valour and mettle to stand up for the Gurus and religion.
And that they are brave, valiant, and heroic enough to sacrifice their
personal self to apply corrective violence — Sodha Launna — on others.
The patrons and apologists of the hooligans expressed satisfaction on
their social media accounts that an “enemy of the Gurus and Sikhi”
in the form of a radio host had been eliminated.

Yet when the religious hooligans were arrested — largely
based on weapons they dropped and blood they left behind at the
scene of the crime; and dragged to court on charges that carried long
prison terms — their tune changed dramatically. The jingle of
“courage, valour and mettle to stand up for the Gurus and religion”
fell silent. All defendants now danced to a shameless display of
limitless cowardice whereby each went on a full-blown rampage to
blame the other for “instigating and gas lighting” the other,” as if they
were zombies with no minds of their own at all. The ultimate prize
for cowardice must go to the alleged mastermind derawadi baba who
has asked for the court to not release his name and photo. Pointing
fingers at the other co-defendants was the new dance beat.

The tune changed drastically again when the jury returned
guilty verdicts against those that had not already pleaded guilty; and
again, when it came time to face the sentence. It was now time to
cry and plead, to “remind” the sentencing judge that they
had “wives and children to take care of.” The hypocrisy of wanting
to eliminate the “wife and child” of their Sodha Launna victim aside,
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one wonders if these hooligans understood the irony of their fast-changing tunes.

The defendants were not the only ones dancing to new beats and chanting new tunes. Their comrades
who posted posters of “antim ardas” of Harnek Singh, organized a fund drive for their thugs-in-arms; and their
apologists who conducted radio and video shows to justify the attack were equally quick in changing their tunes
too. Their new tune — composed as soon as the arrests, charges and trial of the defendants became a reality —
was one of silence. Accountability has a way of changing the tunes that religious hooligans and their chums sing.

Getting Deserving Sentences. Writing for the New Zealand Harald, Craig Kapitan reported that “The
mastermind, 48, who orchestrated the nearly successful attempt to murder was given one of the longest possible
prison sentences for the crime allowed by law - 13-and-a-half years. The maximum sentence for attempted
murder is 14 years. The only reason the defendant didn’t receive the full maximum sentence was because he
deserved a six-month credit for the time he spent on electronically monitored bail while awaiting his lengthy trial
in September and October, the judge said. “

Craig also reported that defence lawyer Dale Dufty had sought discounts for his client’s previous good
character and his traumatic upbringing in India. Crown prosecutor Luke Radich argued, however, that the nature
of the case and the defendant’s role required the maximum possible starting point of 14 years. “If this is not
amongst the most serious cases of its type, then what is?” he asked. “It could not have been more pre-meditated
... and [the defendant] was the architect of it.” The judge ultimately agreed.

Craig further reported that Justice Mark Woolford, noting the motivation for the attack and providing a
reasoning for his long sentence said “It bears all the hallmarks of religious fanaticism. Violence of this kind is
committed in what is perceived as the furtherance of the greater good... Sentencing in this context requires a
different approach. The emphasis must be placed on protecting the
community from further violence and it is essential to send a strong
message of deterrence to others.” !

Another defendant Sarvjeet Singh Sidhu, 27, who was
alleged to have been one of the knife attackers in the driveway, was
sentenced to nine-and-a-half years’ imprisonment, taking into
account his guilty plea.

The one unchanged tune. The one tune that has not
changed is that of the victim. Forty stab wounds, 350 stitches and
numerous surgeries did not change the mindset, outlook, and
beliefs of Harnek Singh as seen from his victim impact statement
(VIS) that was read in open court on the day of the sentencing. The
substance of his VIS is a reminder as to how a Sikh thinks and acts ;‘”
under the direst of circumstances — in gratitude, non-resort to l
revenge, and in full stride.

Craig Kapitam reports of Harnek’s VIS as follows: “Addressing the defendants directly, he added: ‘You
came to kill me. ...You tried to silence me. You wanted to send a chilling message to all those who express their
disagreement with your unorthodox religious views. But you failed. ...I will continue to express my opinions and
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beliefs as | always have. The only chilling message you have managed to send is to people with the same views
and opinion as yours that actions have consequences and that in a country like New Zealand, the law does not

! https://www.nzherald.co.nz/nz/crime/radio-host-attempted-murder-trio-sentenced-for-plot-to-kill-auckland-based-
international-celebrity-harnek-singh/NNNYRS5IMPFGB507W2KTN6K7MY4/
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bend for you if your wrongful acts are in the name of God.” Those words resonated enough with the judge that he
repeated them as he sentenced the defendant.”

The Sikh Bulletin reproduces Harnek Singh’s VIS in full below.

“Thank you Judge, for the opportunity to address the court. I want to begin by thanking everyone who
helped bring the most traumatic episode of my life to a conclusion — my wife and my child; every officer in this
court, the investigators, journalists, friends and well-wishers. I would not be standing here before you without the
love, support, and professionalism of all of you.

Three years ago, on the night of December 23rd, 2020, at the driveway of my own home in Wattle Downs,
I came face to face with a viciousness, brutality and savageness of a gang of people who had come to kill me — for no
reason other than my beliefs. In the horror of the uncountable stab wounds that were being delivered into my body
that was held down in my own car with my safety belt, I believed I would not make it out alive. I made peace with
my death. I said goodbye forever to my wife and my son. I felt my mind going into a complete shutdown awaiting
death that was inevitable.

Next, I remember my colleague coming to me as I laid in a pool of my own blood. I remember my wife
calling my name. And then waking up on the 25th of December in Middlemore Hospital.

As I regained consciousness over the next few days, I felt excruciating pain and agonizing discomfort. The
mental disorientation that accompanied the pain is un-describable. I went through multiple surgical procedures to
rectify the injuries sustained from the attack.

The physical injuries that I suffered are far too many to list. The multiple skull fractures required more than
150 stitches in my head alone. The multiple lacerations on my chest, neck, and right shoulder required another 200
stitches on my upper body. Both of my arms were severely cut. I will forever be grateful to the surgeons who worked
to put my arms back together.

Both my arms remained in a cast that ran from my fingertips to my elbows. I could not feed myself, or even
stand up without assistance. I was in continuous distress and falling asleep remained a challenge. I had gone from
being a most independent person to requiring assistance from my wife and family all the time.

Worst of all is the uncertainty that I have to deal with regarding my future. Will life return to normal ever
for me? Will I ever be able to use my arms and hands as I could before? Will I even have a job to come to after I
recovered?

My financial future remains a concern for me as I am the only breadwinner in my home. How will I be able
to provide for my family if my injuries are permanent and long term.

I worry how this attack on me will impact upon my teenage son’s outlook and wellbeing. I worry how it
impacts my wife’s state of mind.

My safety has become of utmost concern for my family. It is something my family continuously worries
about. They fear that I will be targeted again for the beliefs I hold. They fear that they may be targeted too. After all,
the persons who tried to kill me had plans to burn down my house. My family enters into a state of fear each day
when the sun goes down. My wife and child wonder if someone is lurking in the shadows, looking into our home,
waiting to attack us again. My family does not want me to leave my house except when absolutely necessary. From
a carefree, spontaneous, and fun-loving family, ours has been turned into one that is constantly in fear of my safety
and of them becoming victims of a next possible attack.
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Your honor, New Zealand, its people, its culture and its laws have no place for religious hooliganism and
violence aimed at people with differing views. What we have is freedom of thought and speech, and a rule of law.
This rule of law has allowed my attackers a fair trial, even allowing the mastermind the right to conceal his identity.
It’s time for them to be held accountable through the process of sentencing. I urge your honor to hand down the
most appropriate sentence to my attempted murderers.

I want to say something directly to those who came to kill me. You claimed that what drove you to want
to kill me was your religious convictions. That your religion inspired you to want to kill me for holding views that
are different than yours. What you have, for your cowardly pretext of your dastardly actions is a perverted view of
your religion. Nothing in the Sikh religion, or any other religion for that matter condones what you did.

You came to kill me. You wanted to take me away from my family. You wanted to silence me. You wanted
to send a chilling message to all those who express their disagreement with your unorthodox religious views. But
you failed. I am standing alive in front of you. I will continue to express my views and beliefs as I always have.

The only chilling message you have managed to send is to people with the same views and opinion as yours
that actions have consequences and that in a country like New Zealand, the law does not bend for you if your
wrongful acts are in the name of God.

And while I continue living my life with my family, you will sit in jail for a long time — away from your
own families. I hope you will think of all the pain and destruction you have brought on everyone while serving your
rightful sentence. Thank you Judge.”

Two others still await sentencing early next year for attempted murder: Jobanpreet Singh, who was found
guilty by the same jury of wielding a knife in the attack, and Hardeep Singh Sandhu, who pleaded guilty to aiding
and assisting the attackers by following the radio host home.

Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD
Editor in Chief.

“The victim is known throughout New Zealand and internationally for his commentary on Sikh issues and politics in India.
The defendant attended a different temple. The impetus for the attack appeared to be religious extremism or political
disagreement. There is no place for such attacks in our society.”

High Court of Auckland Justice Geoffrey Venning at the sentencing of Jaspal Singh, one of the defendants.

“It (the crime) bears all the hallmarks of religious fanaticism...Violence of this kind is committed in what is perceived as
the furtherance of the greater good... Sentencing in this context requires a different approach. The emphasis must be
placed on protecting the community from further violence and it is essential to send a strong message of deterrence to
others.”

High Court of Auckland Justice Mark Woolford at the sentencing of the those found guilty of the crime of attempted
murder.

“(H)e (the mastermind) harboured a years-long resentment against the radio host for the victim’s political
views and more liberal interpretation of their mutual Sikh faith... He planned the ‘hit’ and used his
charismatic influence over others to recruit henchmen to do his bidding...”

High Court of Auckland Justice Mark Woolford at the sentencing of the 48-year-old alleged architect of the
attempted murder.
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Shabd Vichar
W31 3 vea Grafa
Moti Ta Mandr Usreh
Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD (Boston).
dhillon99@email.com

This Shabd is composed by Guru Nanak and recorded on page 14 of the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib ji (SGGS). It is the first shabd of Sri Rag — the first rag of the SGGS.

‘i@nﬂﬁa’_ﬁl[ﬂﬁ Il 9€ sat Gurparsad.

Ek — One. ‘i@h— Omnipresent. Sat - (with sihari) from Sanskrit Sayta, in Existance. Gurparsaad - The Blessings of
the shabd Guru, Enlightenment of the shabd.

The One Omnipresent Creator Being Who Is in Existence and Who Is Realized Through the Enlightenment of
the Shabd.

Irq1 fAdtara Ha®T ufasT Q W Q 1l Rag Sri Rag Mehla 1. Ghar 1.
Sri Rag— Name of Rag, Musical Measure. Mehla 1 — Composition of Guru Nanak. Ghar 1 - Musical measure.

Composition of First Mehel in Rag Sri Rag, and First Musical Measure.

N3t 3ed Q'Flaﬁl I35t 3 IfIAFQ 1l Moti Ta Mandr Usreh Ratni Ta Hohe Jrrao.

Moti - Lit. Pearls. Ta - If, should. Mandr — Lit. Abode. Usreh - Lit. Construct, build. Ratni - Lit. Jewels.
Hohe Jrrao — Lit. Fixed with. Metap. Embedded.

Should You Construct an Abode of Pearls Embedded with Jewels, O Mind;

aﬂgl% E?EJ »alfg defes Sifu»re G"'@ Il Kastur Kungu Agar Chandan Leep Aveiy Chao.

Kastur -Lit. Saffron. Kungu — Lit. Musk. Agar -  Lit. Scented. Chandan — Lit. Sandalwood. Leep — Lit. Layered,
coated, plastered. Aveiy — Lit. Brings, creates. Chao — Delight.

Should You Create Delight by Scenting It in Saffron and Musk and Plastering It in Sandalwood, O Mind;

H3 ofYy guT FAd T fef3 s mme ?T"Q Il Q Il Mut Deykh Bhula Visreiy Teyra Chit Na Aveiy Nao.

Mut — Lest, even so. Deykh — Lit. Look, see. Bhula - Lit. Forget, lost. Deykh Bhula — Idio. Lose sight of. Visreiy —
Disremember. Teyra — Your. Chit - Mind. Na — Negative. Aveiy — Lit. Brings, creates. Nao - Lit. Name. Sp. from the
word ATHET Namnna meaning credentials, standing, reputation, position. Meaning derived from "Hﬂ-ﬂaw
HHS »mﬂ%\af%@ ?3—'@ Il Eﬁﬁm AP Jfg MWMHS 38 91@ Il Apeeney Aap Sajeyo Apeeney Racheyo Nao.

SGGS Page 466. Sp. Divinity as the Creator’s primary standing. Note: The literal meaning of Nao as name cannot
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be used. If the verse above (SGGS page 466) was translated as “He created his own Name, it would be
preposterous.

Even in Such Wealth and Splendor, May You Never Lose Sight of and Disremember the Divinity of the Creator
Within You, O Mind.

afa f\a?j T-ﬂ'e Afs ofs T-FQ Il Har Ben Jeeo Jal Bal Jao(n).

Har - Omnipresent Creator. Ben - Sans, without. Jeeo - Lit. Life. Jal Bal — Lit. Burnt. Jao(n) — Will become. Jal Bal
Jao - Idio. Destructed, wasted, squandered.

Life Gets Squandered Sans the Divinity of the Omnipresent Creator Within, O Mind.

PR ulr did EF_S' SRPT I ST ER 11l Q 11 IT® 1l Mei(n) Apnna Gur Puch Deykhia Avar Nahi(n)
Thao(n). Rahao.

Mei(n) - Self, I. Apnna - My own, mine. Gur — Messages or counsel of the Guru shabd. Puch — Lit. Asked,
questioned. Deykhia - Lit. Look, see. Puch Deykhia — Idio. Consulted, advised. Avar — Other than. Nahi(n) —
Negative. Thao(n) — Lit. Place. Sp. Solace.

| Am Advised by the Messages of My Guru Shabd; There is No Solace Other Than the Divinity of the
Omnipresent Creator Within, O Mind.

g3t 3 e 3@ At usfu Bs T-ETQ Il Dharti Ta Hiray Lal Jarrti Pala(n)gh Lal Jrrao.

Dharti - Lit. Earth, ground. Ta - If, should. Hiray — Diamonds.  Lal —Rubies.  Jarrti- Lit. Fixed with. Metap.
Embedded. Pala(n)gh — Lit. Bed, seat. Jrrao - Lit. Have fixed with. Metap. Cause to be embedded.

Should Your Ground Be Embedded in Diamonds, and Your Seat Embedded in Rubies, O Mind;

Had ')_-_I'ﬁrl HAAI 3 Sfar 'l-l'FITQ Il Mohnni Mukh Mnni Sohaiy Krey Rang Psao.

Mohnni — Attractive, enticing. Mukh — From );I'bﬁ Mukhi. Lit. Leading, foremost, paramount, above all. Mnni —
Gems, precious stones. Sohaiy — Beautified. Rang — Lit. Color, glitter. Krey Psao — Lit. Be spread all around, radiate.

Should Their Enticement Be Above All and Their Beauty Radiant in Glitter;

H3 ofy gaT ELCECHT EAR L ?)"9 Il R Il Mut Deykh Bhula Visreiy Teyra Chit Na Aveiy Nao.

Even in Such Prosperity and Affluence, May You Never Lose Sight of and Disremember the Divinity of the Creator
Within You, O Mind.

fH'g Jer fafg et fafg »my ”ITB Il Sidh Hova(n) Sidh Layi Ridh Aakha(n) Aao.

Sidh - With aungkar, noun. 1. A Jogi who has attained an “exalted level” through specified Sadhna practice.

AU It yﬁ-w Jfem 19tt sadhna rahin pujiya hoya jogi. 2. UJHTIHT. Parmatma, the Creator. THIB HIBT
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11 fHUHTfuaﬂaﬂ»@ﬁa’m‘égfﬂgmﬁW Il Ramkli Mehla 1: Sidh Sadhak Jogee Ar Jangum Ek Sidh Jinee

Dhiayea. 878. Meaning: The Ultimate Sidh or Seeker Yogi, And Other Such Sect Follower Is One Who Realizes the

One Divine Creator Within. Hova(n) — Become. Sidh — With sihari, verb. Engage in Sidh acts. Layi — From & Laye.
Meditative, focus. Ridh — Extraordinary feats, uncommon powers. Aakha(n) - Lit. Say. Claim. Aao — Lit.
Come, summon, possess.

Should | Become a Sidh and Engage in Sidh Meditative Acts, And Claim to Possess Extraordinary Powers;

dJU3 UddIS Jfe S '8_9_( Iy 3"'9 Il Gupt Pargat Hoey Baiysa Lok Rakhaiy Bhao.

Gupt - Lit. Concealed, invisible, hidden, covert. Pargat — Manifest, evident, revealed, open, clear, overt. Hoey—
Become. Baiysa - Live, in life. Lok — Lit. People, world. Rakhaiy — Lit. Keep, remain. Bhao — Lit. Love. Lok— Rakhaiy
Bhao - Idio. Keep the world mesmerized, in awe.

Of Being Able to Become Invisible from Manifest in Life; And Keep the World in Awe of Me in Such a Claim.

H3 ofy guT <Ha g fafs s ?)"'3 Il 3 Il Mut Deykh Bhula Visreiy Teyra Chit Na Aveiy Nao.

Even in Such Acts and Claims, May You Never Lose Sight of and Disremember the Divinity of the Creator
Within You, O Mind.

HE3TS I N8 BHET 34f3 Iy I-Fg Il Sultan Hova(n) Meyl Laskr Takhat Raka(n) Pao.

Sultan - Lit. King, ruler. Metap. Powerful. Hova(n) — Become, am. Meyl - Lit. Gather, collect, put together. Idio.
Possessing. Laskr - Lit. Soldiers, army. Takhat — Lit. Throne. Raka(n) — Lit. Keep. Pao — Lit. Feet. Raka(n) Pao - Idio.
Step foot on, step on, sit on.

Should | Become Powerful by Possessing an Army and Sitting On a Throne;

JAH JTHE It 9T TG AS ETQ Il Hukm Hasel Kree(n) Baitha(n) Nanaka Sabh Vao.

Hukm - Command. Hasel — Lit. Taxes. Kree(n) — Lit. Collect. = Baitha(n) — Sit on. Nanaka — O Nanak. Sabh -
All of these. Vao — Lit. Air, wind. Sabh Vao — Idio. Hot air. Empty, worthless.

Issuing Commands and Collecting Taxes While Seated On That Throne; All of These Are Worthless O Nanak.

H3 ofy BT AAI 3T A3 5 MR B 11 8 11 A 1l Mut Deykh Bhula Visreiy Teyra Chit Na Aveiy Nao.

They Are All Worthless Lest You Lose Sight of and Disremember the Divinity of the Creator Within You, O
Mind.

The problem with the world is that the intelligent people are full of doubts, while the stupid ones are full of

confidence.
Charles Bukowski American poet, novelist, and short story writer. 1920 - 1994
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KNOWING GURU NANAK SAHIB JI

Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD (Boston).
dhillon99@gmail.com.

Eminent Sikh scholar Bhai Gurdas Ji - a contemporary of Guru Arjun Dev ji, and in whose
hand the first copy of Granth Sahib as narrated by the fifth Guru was written - describes
the coming of Guru Nanak Paatshah in the following verses:

Af3Id a7 Ydifen it du A1 96 ||
Satgur Ngnak Pargetiya Mitee Dhund Jug Chanan Hoa
i€ o9 gan faafen 33 U »itg udnr ||

Jio Kar Suraj Nikelya, Tarey Chupey Andher Paloa.

Bhai ji says the advent of Guru Nanak’s spritituality was like the rising of the morning sun whose rays cut
through the mist of dawn and lighted the skies, within which brightness, the mighty stars disappeared together
with the darkness within which these stars reigned.

In spiritual terms Bhai ji is saying that Guru Nanak’s spirituality is one of enlightenment. It is an
enlightenment that is as bright as the rising sun. It is an enlightenment that cuts through the mist of the existing
(even if much bigger and older) spiritualties of ritual and superstition. It is a spirituality that is meant for the
entirety of mankind.

Some 400 years later, one of India’s most illuminated minds — Sir Ullama Mohamad Igbal, PhD (Ludwig,
Germany) — the son of a Kashmiri Brahmin who converted to Islam and the author of India’s national song Tarana-
e-Hind — writes in his Urdu language book Bang-e-dra regarding the coming of the spirituality of enlightenment as
follows:

Butkdaa Fir Baad Mudat Sey Roshan Hua
Nuur-e Ibrahim Se Aazar Kaa Ghar Roshan Hua
Once again, after an age, the Temple became radiant.
Once again, the house of God shone with the glory of God.

Shama-e Huq Se Jo Munavar Hai Ye Voh Mehfil Na Thee
Barshey Rehmat Hue Lekin Zamee Kabil Na Thee.
The enlightenment manifested itself
but the audience was not one which prized illumination — it was blind.
The rain of mercy poured from the heavens,
but the land was not one which cherished rains — it was utterly barren.

Aaah Budkismat Rahey Awaaze Huq Se Bekhabar
Ghafil Aapney Ful Kee Sheereene Sey Hota Hai Sazar.
Poor wretched people — they never did awaken to the call of Truth.
Just like a mighty tree that is dead to the awareness of the sweetness of its own fruit.

Ullama Dr Igbal’s lament is a painful, but accurate depiction of the Sikh psyche in relation to knowing and
understanding Guru Nanak. Put plainly: The Sikh psyche is blind to the enlightenment of Guru Nanak and the Sikh
heart is barren to the blessings of Guru Nanak.

Put even more plainly, the Sikh heart and mind is incapable of appreciating Guru Nanak. Put even more
plainly - the coming of Guru Nanak is a waste to the people of India. Dr Igbal captures this waste in the following
verse:

Hind Ko Lekin Khyalee Falsafey Pur Naaz Thaa.
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But the people of India were content to hold on,
with (false) pride to their empty and imaginary spiritualties.

Powerful words. Equally powerful a slap to the spiritual face of Sikhs of Guru Nanak. Powerful but true.
Necessary even.

For how much does the average Sikh know about Guru Nanak? Much of what we know is narrated through
some 2,000 odd largely concocted stories that we euphemistically call Sakhis, and are repeated by our clergy -
parcharaks, preachers, kirtanias, dhadees as well as our writers and historians. The source of these so called sakhis
is NOT the writings of Guru Nanak.

The origin of these sakhis are a variety of books called Janam Sakhis — the oldest being composed in 1733
by Dya Raam (writer) and illustrated with pictures by Alam Chand Raj (painter / artist). This Janam Sakhi — also
called the B40 Janam Sakhi, (after its Accession Number assigned by the India Office Library in London) is thus
written 264 years AFTER Guru Nanak’s advent.

The most popular Janam Sakhi amongst Sikhs is Bhai Bala’s Janam Sakhi — purportedly narrated by Guru
Nanak’s Hindu companion Bala. Bhai Bala is a fictitious character. He did not exist. Guru Nanak’s companion was
Mardana. How many Sikhs know of this basic untruth — that their entire story of Guru Nanak is narrated by a non-
existent character, and written by an anti-Sikh individual?

Viewed collectively, these Janam Sakhis paint Guru Nanak as: a mystic, a miracle performer, a faith healer,
a magician, a purveyor of superstitious beliefs, a practitioner of super-natural powers, a recluse, an ascetic, an
unproductive child, a neglecting father, demanding blind faith and so much more.

Snakes come over to shade him as he slept while his cows ate the fields of others. His father slaps him for
wasting his hard-earned money. In the wink of an eye he brings back to life fields eaten by his cows. Elsewhere he
drowns in a river and comes back to life three days later. He brings dead people back to life, and stops a mountain
of a stone hurled at him with his palm, depression engraved in stone. He flies over the mountains to meet Yogis
and Sidhs residing there. He orders his son to hang out clothes to dry in the middle of the night and tells his disciple
Bhai Lehna to eat a corpse.

This is the Guru Nanak that Sikhs seem to know. The non-existant one, of course.

This is perhaps what Dr Igbal meant when he said “Hind Ke Lekin Khyalee Falsafey Pur Naaz Thaa”. We
wanted to stick to our “khayalee” beliefs and reject Guru Nanak’s real, practical and absolute enlightenment. To
make our khyalee beliefs acceptable, we wanted to paint and portray Guru Nanak himself to be a practitioner and
purveyor of our wrong beliefs.

So instead of wanting to stand in the divine enlightenment that was Guru Nanak, we pulled the Guru into
the shadows of our own “khyalee” darkness. For this is exactly what the authors of much of 2,000 sakhis have
succeeded in doing.

At its most basic level, the Janam Sakhis changed Guru Nanak’s birth date from Vesakh 1469 to Kathik
1469. In accordance with the Vedic believers who were complicit in changing the date, Vesakh is the month of
celebration fit for events belonging to the upper Brahmin classes, while Kathik is the month fit for the celebration
of the lesser castes. In the minds of the Janam Sakhi writers, Guru Nanak’s parkash could not be allowed to sit in
Vesakh because he was not a Brahmin. They falsely determined Kathik Dee Puranmashi as the specific day for
Guru Nanak’s birthday. In accordance to Vedic beliefs of auspiciousness — this day is the MOST inauspicious.

Sikhs have no such beliefs about auspiciousness or otherwise of man-made constructs, but Sikhs ought to
object to the distortion, and REVERT to the reality.

Guru Gobind Singh, the tenth Guru knew of Guru Nanak’s birth in Vesakh, which is why he too chose
Vesakh 1699 to create the Khalsa. It was supposed to be one complete circle. It was supposed to stamp the
completion of Guru Nanak’s Sikhi. When Sikhs celebrate Vesakhi —they would celebrate BOTH — the birth of their
FOUNDER Guru Nanak and their OWN birth as Khalsas. Sikhs obviously did so, until the Sakhi writers infiltrated
into the Sikh psyche almost in total and changed Guru Nanak’s birth date to Kathik.



The Sikh Bulletin HUg-Ug YUY &I December 2023

Guru Nanak wrote a great deal of banee — all of which is contained within the Guru Granth Sahib Ji. Nine
hundred and forty-seven shabds and saloks of his are contained in the Guru Granth Sahib. How many of these
shabds have Sikhs read? How many have we understood? How many have we shared with the rest of humanity —
for whom Guru Nanak’s spirituality was intended. How many do our ragis, -parcharaks, dadhees and kirtanias
preach — without resorting to some half-cooked sakhi to distort its meaning? How many have we attempted to
apply his banee in our lives? These 947 shaads are the real Guru Nanak. These 947 shabds are the divine
enlightenment of Guru Nanak and the Godly rain of blessings that he brought.

Will we continue to be blind and barren so as to ignore these 947 shabds that tell us of the real Guru
Nanak and instead link with what are mostly half baked, half cooked, patently false, semi-false stories called sakhis
that are plagiarized/stolen from others — especially from the bigger stars (Tarey Chupey) that Bhai Gurdas ji is
talking about? Let us just take one verse of Guru Nanak:

QO(FH IATE 9B T &TSd TSI S 11 Q 1l Hukum Rajayee Chalna, Nanak Likhiya Naal.

It is on page 1 of the Guru Granth Sahib. It captures the essence of Guru Nanak’s enlightenment for all of
humanity — Hukam. Guru Nanak’s Sikhi is about Hukam — about attempting to know and understand the Will of
the Creator; about wanting to abide by (chalna) and live one’s life within the confines of this will; about wanting
to be part and parcel of this will (likhiya naal), and about making the will of the Creator as the object of our spiritual
life (rajayee).

Should one apply the message of just this one SINGLE verse of Guru Nanak, 90 percent of the sakhis of
the Janam Sakhis would crumble because they show Guru Nanak going against the Will of the Creator. How can a
Guru tell us Sikhs to know, understand, and abide by the Hukam of the Creator, while he himself destructed the
Hukam at every step of the way, in every sakhi?

If we had read the Banee of Guru Nanak, we would know that his companion is Mardana who is placed in
the SGGS by Guru Nanak at three places. We would know that Bala did not exist because in the 947 shabds (and
40 Vaars of Bhai Gurdas ji), Bala is not mentioned even once.

We Sikhs need to cure the blindness that Islamic luminary Dr Igbal is pointing out for us. The cure is within
the enlightenment of Guru Nanak’s 947 shabds and the rest of Gurbani. We also need to transform our barren
hearts and souls so that we can contain the blessing that Guru Nanak brought for us. The way to irrigate these
barren hearts and souls is again to connect with the messages of Gurbanee.

Is there hope for us Sikhs? What hope can there be when Sikhs cannot even get the birth date of their
founder right. What hope can there be when Sikhs have more faith in the non-existant Bhai Bala who falsified
Guru Nanak’s birth date to Kathik, than they have in Bhai Gurdas who tells us it was in Vaisakh? What hope can
there be when educated but foolish Sikhs tell us that the birthdate does not matter, what matters is that we follow
his messages. What hope can there be when it is clear as daylight that his messages are not being followed.

The year 2024 will celebrate the 555%™ birth anniversary of Guru Nanak our Guru. One can almost hear the
soul of the Guru cry out from the pages of the GGS: Enough of darkness and baren-ness; come to the
enlightenment that Guru Nanak is:

9T for 791 HiT TG SIfH <A HIS »E 11 911 SGGS 67.

Gurbanee Es Jug Mein Chanan, Karam Vasei Mun Aiye.
Gurbani is the enlightenment (Chanan) within which the divine blessings (Karam) will fill the heart of the
enlightened.

It is up to us Sikhs if we will celebrate the 555 birthday as enlightened persons. It is up to us if we will
continue with our blindess and resort to barren and meaningless ways of lighing 555 lamps, presenting 555 roses
to the SGGS, doing 555 Akhand Paths, affixing 555 diamonds to the palkee, or having 555 helicopters fly over the
Darbar Sahib or Nankana Sahib to rain flowers from 555 different varieties. The list for barren ways is long, varied,
wasteful, meaningless and endless. Most of all, it is not what Guru Nanak would want. This essay is a revised
version of the version that first appeared in The Sikh Bulletin, USA Vol 1 2019.
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Making Meaningful and Purposeful Decisions
Based On the Lessons of Gurbani
Harmanpreet Singh Minhas
hpsminhas@outlook.com

This shabd of Guru Teg Bahadur ji, on page 726 of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib contains
lessons that can be applied towards making meaningful and purposeful lessons in life.

f38a Ham € a1l Af3gE yarfe i
93571 J 36 93 B fafr fefs Ayt 11 fes fes #8u faarz 3 g2 we faf urat nan 3a@ 1 Ifg as
1 & IS HIY wifararat 1| 38 BHfY Bifal @ &fa Has UsT&T 111 »Ag 98 faarfa sdt R ys
% IR 1| g 5764 39 376 3 fad3 ug ue nxnan {at 726)

Chetna hai ta=o chet lai nis din mai parani. Chhin chhin a=odh bihat hai fGtai ghat ji=o pant. | |1] | raha=o. Har gun

kahi na gavhi mirakh agi=ana. Jhithai lalach lag kai néh maran pachhana. | |1| | Ajhl kachh bigri=o naht jo
parabh gun gavai. Kaho Nanak tih bhajan te nirbhai pad pavai. | |2]||1] |

Going about daily chores the mind often wonders, is there more to look forward to in life? Many people
are not so sure about what they are doing, or where their life is heading. At one moment, they think that they are
doing well and soon after, they might not be too sure. They often think, is their life a waste? Waste not in the
dramatic sense like committing a crime and spending the rest of life in prison. Instead, it is about the wasting of a
life that takes place over years with many seemingly small, harmless habits and decisions.

Small choices make a big difference. If you want a healthy and fulfilling relationship, choosing the right
partner is important. But to make it work, you must improve your communication, be honest with yourself, look
for solutions instead of problems. You must choose to love, every single day. If you want to excel in your career,
choosing the right job is important. But to excel, you must be on time, be present in meetings, work on your
communication and presentation skills, meet people and build your network, take training, and over deliver. Big
outcomes are the outcomes of many small choices.

Only some people come to the realization that the process of wasting their life is a slow process that
doesn’t happen overnight. Regardless, the overall results are devastating. Day in and day out doing the same things
(routines/choices) repeatedly. Most people don’t recognize these so-called harmless routines/choices they may
have fallen into, so they go about their lives as if nothing is wrong. But these routines/choices contribute
significantly towards wasted lives if left unchecked. People often don’t realize the impacts of such routines/choices
until it’s too late. Therefore, until they learn to recognize such harmful routines/choices and put measures in place
to reverse them, they could very well look back on their life with regret.

In the end you must decide for yourself how to live your life. The choice to mold your life into something
positive is yours. No one knows what tomorrow will bring, but you have a choice of what you do today. This choice
will be something you either look back on fondly or do so with deep regret instead. Start something new, start
something positive, start something that makes a difference today.

Guru lJiis trying to send us a similar message, in this shabd. In this shabd Guru Ji in his unique way tries to
tell us not to waste our lives. He instructs us to make the best use of our lifetime by adopting Godly virtues in our
daily life. Guru Ji tells us that regardless of what we did in our past (where we might have wasted our lifetime doing
wrong or meaningless things) we can start over. We can start over and make our present and future life more
meaningful and purposeful.

93%71 I 38 93 B fafr fefs Ayt 1| fex fes w8 faaz I g we fl st nan 3o i
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Chetna hai ta-o chet lai nis din mai parani. Chhin chhin acodh bihat hai fatai ghat jico pani. | |1] | raha-o.

Since these are the Rahao lines the central message of the shabd is contained within these lines. When
reading and understanding the remaining lines, we need to relate them back to these.

Guru Ji says that imagine a clay pot (ghat) that is filled with water (pani). There is also a small crack within
this clay pot, where the water is leaking (fltai ghat jizo 1). Depending on the size of the crack, eventually, drop by
drop (Chhin chhin arodh bihat hai) all the water is going to leak away. The clay pot is synonymous with our life.
The quantity of the water in the pot refers to the lifetime that we have left. The leaking of water is synonymous
with days and nights passing away (i.e. reduction in the amount of time we have left to live). Thus, every day that
goes by we get closer to the end of our life. Guru Ji says that we have a choice (hai ta=o) to make. We can utilize
what is left from now to the end of our life to understand Godly virtues and adopt them in our lives (Chetna hai
taro chet lai) or waste this time doing ungodly things. We need to work on Godly virtues continuously as adopting
them takes practice and time (nis din mai parani).

The summary of the Rahao lines is that we must make the best use of the time we have left to live. Each
passing day brings us close to our demise. The only way we can make the best use of our time is by understanding
and adopting Godly virtues in our lives. Such virtues give our life a meaning and a purpose. They take stress,
anxiety, stress, trauma, worries and tension away from our life.

Godly virtues include key character traits such as: truthful and simplistic living, selflessness, fearlessness,
high moral character, humility, love for all, hate for none, compassion, contentment, tolerance, forgiveness,
virtuous conduct, detachment from worldly possessions, etc. These virtues keep the desires of worldly things
(money, possessions, lustfulness, possessiveness etc.) under check and bring balance to our lives. While our life is
in balance, we live a happy, fulfilling, and satisfied life. We feel connected to the one God. We can realize God
within his creation around us. We enjoy everything and we remain grounded in both successes and in failures.

I T& Tfa & Iredt HIY MfapdTaT || 8 BT&fe B1fal & &fa HIg YETaT Al

Har gun kahi na gavhi mirakh agi-ana. Jhathai lalach l1ag kai néh maran pachhana. | |1] ]

In the Rahao lines Guru Ji tells us to make the best use of our lifetime. Each passing day brings us close to
our demise. The only way we can make the best use of our lifetime is by understanding and adopting Godly virtues
in our lives. Such virtues give our life a meaning and a purpose. They take stress, anxiety, stress, trauma, worries
and tension away from our life. Yet, we ignorant/not to smart people (gavhi marakh agi®ana) do not understand
the simple message from Guru Ji. For some reason (kahi na) most of us don’t try to understand (gavht) and adopt
Godly virtues (Har gun) in our life. Merely singing (gavhi) Godly virtues without understanding and adopting them
is an utterly useless act.

What is the purpose of praying or kirtan if we don’t lose the attribute of greediness from within us (JhGthai
lalach lag kai)? We stay free and happy when we are not greedy and when we don’t strive for more than what we
need. The behavior of greedy people can be compared to that of substance abusers. But just like drugs, material
possessions can never provide the comfort and reassurance we all crave. On the contrary, the greedier we become,
the more we advance on the path of self-destruction. Far too often, greed comes with stress, exhaustion, anxiety,
depression, and despair. In addition, it can lead to destructive behavior patterns such as gambling, hoarding,
trickery and even theft. According to one definition of death in Gurbani, every time we perform ungodly acts we
die (not physically). We are reincarnated once we recognize such destructive attributes within us (maran
pachhana) and lose them for good (ex: We no longer are Greedy). Even though Guru Ji puts forward his message
in such a simple and straight forward way, we never (néh maran pachhana) seem to get less greedy.

Hafe Hdd fefa T-ﬂe—gl A< dt 37 fefa HIS S apill {ﬁ;';r 604} Shabd Marho Fer Jivho Sad Hi Ta Fer

Marann Na Hoyi. When someone does some hideous, unthinkable, or inhumane act, it is normally said that his
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conscious must be dead. In the line above Guru Ji says that a person who immerses himself in the message of the
Guru (Ffafﬁ HJd Shabd Marho) makes his thought process/mind so impenetrable that his conscious never dies

(f%ﬁl T—”@El_ A< dt 3 fefa HIT A JE Fer Jivho Sad Hi Ta Fer Marann Na Hoyi). Conversion of a mind from where

the conscious was dead to where the conscience will never die due to the influence of the Guru is the death
described here. Death of bad and adoption of good.

wrd 98 faaifat &dt 7 Y3 I15 are 1| 9 &7« 139 37% 3 fsas ug ue 1Al

Ajht kachh bigri-o nahi jo parabh gun gavai. Kaho Nanak tih bhajan te nirbhai pad pavai. | |2] |1] |

For the individuals who might think that mearing singing and reading Gurbani is enough, the word Godly
attributes (Har gun, parabh gun) is used twice in this three-line shabd and probably hundreds of instances
throughout SGGS. Many religions believe that your past actions dictate your future luck, not only in the present
life but in the future (reincarnated) lives too. First of all, Gurbani does not endorse reincarnation, secondly as
evident here it is in our own hands to make our future (in the present life) better.

WS T8 myET wry dqd HASGM NIR011: {LIO?'S' 474} Aapann Hathee Aapnna Apay Hi Kaaj Swariaiy.

The accomplishment of the task of self-improvement and realization of God can be done by yourself only through
your own efforts and hard work.

Guru Ji says that water has not gone under the bridge yet (Ajhd kachh bigrizo naht). This means that you
have a chance to improve yourself and your life. Guru Ji gives us a simple method to improve ourselves and our
future. His method is for us to learn about and adopt Godly virtues in our lives (jo parabh gun gavai). By doing so
our life will be become more meaningful and purposeful.

We will lose all the fears that hold us back in life. We constantly worry/fear about what will go wrong.
Some of these fears include fear of failure, rejection, fear of change, imperfection (or not being good enough),
death, loneliness etc. Such fears are the major cause of depression in many human beings. It’s normal to feel sad
about or grieve over difficult life situations, such as losing your job or a divorce. But depression is different as its
negative impact persists for days and weeks. Sometimes they are permanent. Gurbani teaches us to be mentally
tough. Ups and downs are part of the fabric of life and cannot be changed. We need to teach ourselves not to
overreact to them. Guru Ji says (Kaho Nanak) to reach such an evaluated and tough state of mind (nirbhai pad
pavai) we must contemplate/mediate/deliberate/ponder upon virtues of God (tih bhajan te). By doing do, the
sense/the feeling that we are wasting our life will go away and our life will become more meaningful and
purposeful.

Living life with Godly virtues is about making the right choices. It is about inner transformation. It’s about
constantly choosing right over wrong. It is about thinking about global good. Speaking about choices, we humans
have an average life expectancy of 72 years. This translates to 25,000 days. During an average day, a person can
easily make up to 100 decisions — when to get up, if to snooze the alarm clock, what to wear, go to the gym or
not, what food to eat, to drink or not to drink coffee, and so on. That’s a total of 2.5 million decisions we will make
during our lifetime. Based on the lessons of Gurbani let’s make each of these decisions count to make our life
more meaningful and purposeful.

One of the most tragic things I know about human nature is that all of us tend to put off living. We are all
dreaming of some magical rose garden over the horizon instead of enjoying the roses that are blooming

outside our windows today.
Dale Carnegie, American Writer (1811 — 1955)
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Same-sex marriages Amongst Sikhs: Quo Vadis?
Rishpal Singh Sidhu
Library and information services professional (semi-retired)
rishpal.sidhu@gmail.com

Recent years have witnessed sporadic reports in the news media of same-sex marriages
amongst Sikhs taking place in the United States, Canada, Britain, and more recently, in India
as well. This article is neither an apologia nor a condemnation of this practice. Rather, it
seeks to understand this trend from a socio-religious and other perspectives. There
appears to be a disconnect between Sikh philosophy and religion which emphasizes oneness, equality, and respect
for both men and women on the one hand, and the underlying prevailing conservatism of Sikh culture and
community in accepting same sex relationships.

As of this year, same-sex marriage is legally performed and accepted in 34 countries in the world, with
Estonia joining the ranks on 1 January 2024. Concerns have however been expressed in some of these and other
countries that legislation of same-sex marriage would promote the adoption of children by same-sex couples, and
that children raised by same-sex couples would experience emotional and behavioural problems. The countries
that criminalize homosexuality are mostly located in the Middle East, Africa, and Asia, with 11 among these
imposing a death penalty for same-sex consensual activities. Malaysia criminalizes same-sex sexual activity
between men and between women. The rights of LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) people in
Singapore have slowly evolved and, for men, it was officially legalised in 2022 after being de facto decriminalised
since 2007. It has however stopped short of legalising full marriage equality.

In 2018, the Indian Supreme Court scrapped a colonial era law banning homosexuality in India. Indian
society (including the Sikh community) is still largely conservative and resistant to opening up marriage between
same-sex couples. This resistance was reinforced by a five-member bench of the Indian Supreme Court inits ruling
announced on 17 October 2023 wherein it clearly stated that amending the 1954 Special Marriage Act went
beyond the scope of the Court, amounting to “judicial lawmaking” and that this was instead the job of the
legislature.! In his ruling, Chief Justice D.Y.Chandrachud however emphasised that LGBTQ+ people (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer or questioning, intersex, asexual, and more) should have the right to choose their
partners and cohabit and should not face discrimination under the law. Interestingly, the Chief Justice observed
that “queerness is not an urban concept or restricted to the upper classes of society.” He was however overruled
by the majority of the Bench in allowing LGBTQ+ couples to adopt children.

The Sikh community is not alone in struggling with acceptance of same-sex marriages. Leaders of the
Christian church have also long been facing a dilemma in supporting and blessing same-sex marriages and same-
sex unions. Such disagreements as they exist among the different denominations of the Christian religion mainly
relate to varying interpretations of their various scriptural passages pertaining to same-sex marriage, implied or
otherwise. In biblical times the Church itself and the government of the times did not regulate marriage. Most
Christian churches today are still in the throes of blessing same-sex unions, but disagreement continues to exist
on whether such marriages can or should be allowed to take place in the church itself and prayers offered in
support of same-sex couples.

The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) was established in 1920 and is the single largest
representative body of Sikhs. Besides managing the affairs of gurdwaras in the Punjab region, it takes up and
safeguards Sikh religious issues and rights of Sikhs around the world. Recent years have however seen a waning
of its worldwide jurisdiction and influence.? The Sikh Rehat Maryada (Code of Sikh Conduct & Conventions) was
approved by the SGPC in Amritsar in 1945 almost 75 years ago. Section Four, Chapter Xl, Article XVIII (k) of the
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Rehat Maryada states that “Persons professing faiths other than the Sikh faith cannot be joined in wedlock by the
Anand Karaj ceremony.” The SGPC considers the Anand Karaj ceremony as a religious ceremony purely between
a man and woman and only performed in a gurdwara. In 1998, the Akal Takht issued a mandate to the worldwide
Sikh community asking them to refrain from taking the Guru Granth Sahib’s saroops to hotels and palaces, which
at that time had become a common practice. The SGPC has been unequivocal in its stand on same-sex marriages
in Sikhism. Kathleen Wynne, who was Canada’s first openly gay politician and Premier of Ontario province from
2013-2018, was not honored with a siropa by the SGPC when she visited the Golden Temple in Amritsar on January
31, 2016.

News reports appeared in February 2017 of a Canadian ‘Sikh
Priest’ based out of Vancouver by the name of Sarbjeet Singh Neel and his
wife Barbara Fraser (also known as Leela Singh), expressing their willingness
to perform interfaith weddings in the UK as most of the gurdwaras had
refused to do so. He is reported as having quoted US52,000 as “professional
fees for the wedding service including the milni ceremony (from the Sanskrit
word “milan” signifying a merger or coming together or amalgamation of
the two families) if required, and for bringing the Adi Granth (Sikh scripture)
and their respective materials. We do not bring the palki (Punjabi word for
palanquin).”® The palki sahib is the main structure that houses the Sri Guru
Granth Sahib. Over it there is a canopy made out of cloth called a chanani).
“For an additional fee of USS1000 we can also provide Live Music for the
Ladies Sangeet Party, Mehndi or Reception Event.” One such ceremony was
conducted recently in Sacramento in the United States and came to the attention of the Akal Takht whose Jathedar
clearly stated that there was no room for same-sex marriage in Sikhism and directed that the saroop (saroop is a
physical copy of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib, also called Bir in Punjabi) be immediately taken from the couple’s
possession and placed in a gurdwara. The personal assistant of Giani Harpreet Singh said a strongly worded letter
had been posted to the ‘erring’ US couple as the Sikh code of conduct did not allow such marriages. “It was a
blasphemous act of accomplished marriage of two males performed in the presence of the ‘saroop’. It was also a
violation of the Akal Takht’s directions,” he said.

Source: FREEDOMandLEELA.com

More recently, it was reported that an LGBTQ marriage was
solemnized at the Gurdwara Kalgidhar Sahib in Multania Road,
Bathinda on 18 September 2023. Dimple, an upper caste Jatt Sikh
married Manisha, a Dalit Hindu

with the blessings of their families

] i : and 70 relatives in attendance.

g el = A e | SGPClathedar Giani Raghbir Singh

Manisha and Dimple's wedding ceremony took a firm stand and declared

was attended by around 70 relatives that same-sex marriage was

Source: BBC Punjabi unnatural and contrary to Sikh

ethics and a severe moral and

religious violation.* The head granthi Hardev Singh, granthi Ajaib Singh, ragi | Dimple dressed as the groom for the
Sikandar Singh, and the tabla player were blacklisted for a period of five years wedding ceremony.

for violating the Rehat Maryada and banned from performing religious duties

in any gurdwara. The management of the gurdwara was disqualified for
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conducting a same-sex marriage in the presence of the Guru Granth Sahib and the sangat was directed to elect an
amritdhari management committee for the gurdwara.

SGGS and the Sikh marriage ceremony
The Sikh marriage ceremony (Anand Karaj) owes its origins to the third Guru, Guru Amardas. The fourth Guru,
Guru Ramdas added the lavaan (four stanza wedding hymns), which are recited during circumambulation of the
SGGS by the couple getting married. However, it was the Anand Marriage Act of 1909 that gave legal status to the
exclusive Sikh marriage ceremony.® Prior to 1909, although the Sikh marriage hymns formed part of the SGGS,
marriages of Sikh couples usually followed the Hindu model of marriage, namely the circumambulation of fire as
that was the only legal recognized form of marriage for Sikhism in India at that time.®

Proponents of same-sex marriages in Sikhism have contended that the lavaan are non-gender specific,
and that “the only references made to gender are those of God as the bridegroom and the human souls of those
who are entering into the marriage as the bride. Marriage is deemed to be the blending of the human soul with
God, and not specifically between a man and a woman. In this respect, they maintain there is nothing that would
prevent a same-sex marriage taking place in a gurdwara within the context of Sikhism.” 7

s fug ofg & Wnitifs gafs feard Ife 1| 2 A3 Tfe yazt us fug adbA Afe 1311
Dhan Per Eh Na Akhiyan Behen Ekhatthay Hoye. Eyk Jyot Doye Moorti Dhan Per Khyeaiy Soye.

They are not said to be husband and wife, who merely sit together. They alone are called husband and wife, who
have one light in two bodies. | |3]|] (SGGS, p.788)

Sikh scholar Gurmukh Singh takes a different view when he points out that “according to Sikh rahit
(conduct), except for the sacred relationship between husband and wife, none other involves sexual relationship.
No amount of interpretations of Gurbani idiom, for example, regarding human soul-bride relationship with the
Lord (Husband) of all souls-brides proffered by the gay lobby in the context of the lavan shabds and Anand Karaj
(Sikh marriage) ceremony, can change that truth about Sikhi teaching. It is possible that urges, inclinations and
desires may be natural to some, but in Gurmat a Sikh is not supposed to act upon all urges and physical desires,
including those of a sexual nature”. ®

Eminent Sikh writer | J. Singh avers that in the Gurbani based view, “... much of Sikh teaching is couched
in metaphors from family life. Even the adoration of God is explored in terms of the closest relationship that
humans can comprehend - that between a man and a woman. The heterosexual relationship is defined as sacred
in Sikhism; an honest family life is described as the first duty - the primary religion of humans.” ° He further notes
that there is no specific mention that the lavaan are directed to a heterosexual couple and that “in fact, these
hymns are metaphors for the development of the relationship between the human and the divine. The next
question is whether Sikhism would allow same sex marriages to be solemnized within a gurdwara by the same
rites (Anand Kaaraj) as heterosexual marriages. And here we are in absolutely uncharted territory”.2° While noting
that the Rehat Maryada “speaks volumes on marriage, but only that of heterosexual couples; same sex unions
remain unmentioned, and that this could be viewed as a tacit rejection of such conduct, he admits that his
interpretation of same sex unions is “deliberately narrow.”11

Genetics and sexual orientation

A 2019 research study by the Broad Institute and Massachusetts General Hospital showed that there is no single
gene responsible for a person being gay or a lesbian.'? This study of the genomes of more than 470,000 people in
the United States and the United Kingdom evidenced that sexuality is polygenic and that there “though genes
seem to play a role in determining sexual orientation and same-sex behaviour, it is small, complex, and anything

16



The Sikh Bulletin HUg-Ug YUY &I December 2023

but deterministic.” 3 The Broad Institute study concluded that “sexuality cannot be pinned down by biology,
psychology, or life experiences, because human attraction is decided by all these factors.” 14

Two personal perspectives

Jasvir Singh is a family law barrister in Britain, a self-proclaimed
‘devout Sikh and married to a man’ and was recently awarded a CBE
(Commander of the British Empire) for his work bringing faith
communities together and advocating for vulnerable groups. By his
own admission, he has received death threats for being gay and been
accused by some sections of the British (Sikh) community of being an

j [ o \ infidel. Coming out and declaring his sexuality was both controversial
EX FLEMING PHOTO and not easy for him. “But I've nothing to hide, and | know that | have
Jasvir and Nick on their wedding day Waheguru with me, as | have had Waheguru with me all the way. Just

as my Sikhism is part of me, so is my sexuality. So is my turban. So is
my identity. | can't divorce any one thing from the rest of me. That is who | am."15
The second perspective is an interesting (poignant and brutally honest, my words) video recording of a
very brave Birmingham-based gay Sikh’s conversation between himself and his mother in Punjabi about
homosexuality. In this video she talks about unconditional love for her son, how God designed him in this way and
how forced marriages are doomed to fail.®

Denouement

While civil laws now permit same-sex marriages to take place in some countries, it has been left to the
Christian community if they are willing or prepared to solemnize such marriages in their churches. The SGPC has
clearly indicated that it will not permit the solemnization of same-sex marriages in our gurdwaras and is unlikely
to change its stance on this matter. However, this not to say that same-sex couples are unwelcome to visit our
gurdwaras as members of the sangat (congregation) in their personal capacities.

There is no specific reference to homosexuality or bisexuality in our SGGS although it was prevalent in
ancient India long before the lifetimes of our Sikh Gurus. The concept of oneness is at the core of Sikh tradition
and this manifests itself in seeing and treating everyone equally and without discrimination regardless of their
race, religion, or gender. Guru Nanak’s advocacy of the equal status, treatment, and empowerment of women
was revolutionary for his time and well ahead of the Women’s Liberation Movement of the late 1960s.

We now live in changing times and despite their increased visibility, the LGBTQ+ community continue to
face some degree of social exclusion and various forms of discrimination as “being against the order of nature.”
When it comes to sexual preferences, we have been less accepting of same-sex couples and behaviour and prone
to drawing lines in the sand in terms of what is acceptable and correct or incorrect. Social media is all-pervading
and powerful and has made the world more interconnected. Pandora’s box or not, it is now time for us as a
community to discuss this subject more openly, and to educate and inform both our present and succeeding
generations on this important issue.
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Sakhi Analysis
Rai Bular’s Discourse with Guru Nanak

>
Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD (Boston) ‘ e
dhillon99@gmail.com ‘-ﬂ G

The author of Puratan Janam Sakhi, written under the name of Bhai Mani Singh, writes
on page 84 that when Guru Nanak turned nine, people approached “Baba Kalu to
arrange for his son Nanak to adorn the sacred thread janeyu,” suggesting surreptitiously
that the father had either no time, no interest or no knowledge of the necessity for the
ceremony. Given the father’s neglect or dereliction of his religious duty, it fell upon the local administrator, Rai
Bular, son of Rai Bhoye owner of the birth place of Guru Nanak, to do the duty of ensuring child Nanak wore the
janeyu in a timely fashion.

On page 89, the author of Puratan Janam Sakhi writes the following narrative:

“One-day Rai Bular summoned Baba Nanak ji and told him, Nanak you are a messenger of God. Rai Bular

requested his servants to bring Kalu before him who returned to say that Kalu had gone to Brejnath

Brahmin’s house, and that they had brought him from there. Rai Bular then asked Kalu as to why he had

gone to Brejnath’s house to which Kalu responded that he had gone to consult the Brahmin on a suitable

time for the janeyu wearing ceremony of Nanak, and that Brejnath told him to prepare 100 manns of

kheer and cook 10 goats for the Brahmins who will attend the ceremony; prepare 500 manns of food for

the Khatris who will attend and there should be one deer that had been killed by hunting. | have made

arrangements for all the items but am unable to lay my hands on a deer, to which Rai Bular said | will go

hunting tomorrow and kill a deer for you. And Kalu said, tomorrow is Sunday and the 15" of the month, |

will hence arrange for the janeyu wearing ceremony tomorrow, please ensure that you bring the hunted

deer. And Baba then said to Kalu to prepare and additional 500 manns of Luchee Kachaori Krrah for the

sadhs and sants who have gathered at Talwandi for the ceremony.”

This tale — euphemistically called a “sakhi” and presented by our ragis, granthis, kathakars, speakers and
writers as a “historical account” is fake and concocted based on the following five counts.

One, the author is unable to get his story straight. On page 84 he writes that the people approached Rai
Bular to intervene in the janeyu ceremony because Guru Nanak’s father was not performing his duty. But just 5
pages later writes that the father had actually already made all arrangements with Brahmin Brejnath for the
ceremony.

Two, why is Rai Bular — a Muslim — this interested in making sure Guru Nanak wore the janeyu? Why is a
political administrator getting involved in the religious matters of a family?

Three, why is Rai Bular saying Guru Nanak is a “messenger of God” and then finding it necessary that the
Guru wear the janeyu? Which other messengers of God would Rai Bular have known to have worn janeyus?

Four, according to the tale, the discourse happens in the presence of Guru Nanak who not only appears
to be in agreement with adorning the janeyu, but is giving instructions for 500 manns of Luchee Kachaori Krrah to
be prepared for the sadhs and sants. What then would one make of that fact that in his writings within the SGGS,
Guru Nanak is providing a damning critique against the janeyu —and telling the Brahmin clearly that he will not
adorn it.

Five, one mann in weight consists of 40 seyrs. Since 4 seyrs make up one pound, 500 manns would make
up 5,000 pounds. Kheer weighing this much can feed 10,000 Brahmins and Krah weighing as much can be served
to 5,000 sadhs and sants. Were there 10,000 Brahmins in the village? Why had 5,000 sadhs and sants descended
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on the village? How were they able to gather at the village when the announcement of the janeyu ceremony had
not even been made on the day that Rai Bular is holding this discourse — just one day before the so called
ceremony.

It is clear this tall tale is full of outlandish claims that border on the ridiculous and ludicrous. The author
of the tale (and virtually every tale in this Puratan Janam Sakhi) is clearly concocting the tale within the parameters
of an agenda. The agenda is three fold. First, it is to glorify the janeyu adorning practice to the extent that the
local Muslim administrator Rai Bular considers it his duty to insert himself into it. Second, the ceremony relating
to the practice is so important that Guru Nanak’s father is shown sitting down with Pandit Brejnath to accede to
all his ridiculous feast and feed demands. Third, Guru is shown to not just agreeing to wear the janeyu, but actively
contributing to the feast and feed aspects of it.

Three Points worth noting.

One, Guru Nanak’s father was Mehta Kalyan Das. The word Mehta is used for persons engaged in ministerial
advisory roles — one that Kalyan Das occupied. The writers of the Janam Sakhis have presented Guru Nanak’s
father as a “Patwari” — a low level clerk who maintains ownership records for a given area. To call him “Kalu” is an
insult to the man who is the father of our Guru. It is disparaging to the Guru as well. Sikhs who continue to use
this derogatory name for the Guru’s father are guilty of such disparagement and fall into the trap of the Benares
based Nirmlas who wrote the Janam Sakhis (and practically the entire gamut of our so called “classical Sikh
literature” whose nefarious purpose was to paint our Gurus, their families, and their spiritual principles in poor
light.

Two, when the Nirmlas starting writing these so called “classical texts” they wrote them anonymously, under
factious names (the non-existance Kavi Sohan for instance as the author of the blasphemous Gurbilas Patshahi 6)
or as ghost writers who used the names of prominent Sikhs. The Nirmlas were educated. They could have written
under their own names. This act of hiding behind respected Sikhs or anonymity itself exposes their agenda which
was that they wanted to be the hidden hand behind the corruption of Sikhi.

Three, Nirmla Soorat Singh wrote the Puratan Janam Sakhi — a highly distorted text of the entire life story of
Guru Nanak - and labelled it as Bhai Mani Singh Walee — meaning authored upon direct consultation with Bhai ji,
and as narrated by Bhai ji. The use of Bhai Mani Singh’s name is both a lie and purposive. It’s a lie because Bhai
Mani Singh’s shaheedee took place on 24 June 1734; while Soorat Singh entered Punjab after the Sarbat Khalsa of
1763. The lie is purposive because the Nirmlas understood the fact that Sikhs would accept literature under the
name of Bhai Mani Singh ji, but may have apprehensions about Nirmla writers who were in the early stages of
their infiltration into Sikhi. (See The Hijacking of Sikhi, Revised Edition 2022, page 54-55, 100, and 179)

Conclusion: This ridiculous “sakhi” serves the aim of presenting a distorted position of Guru Nanak on adorning
the janeyu, disparaging the Guru’s father by presenting him as “Kalu the Patwari” and as someone failing in his
duties to the extent that a Muslim leader had to step in so that his child (Nanak) would not be deprived of his
“religious identity.” That the Janam Sakhis (and much of the other so called “classical sikh literature” is full of such
stuff is an understatement.

Karam Singh Historians take on one of the Janam Sakhis — the Bhai Bala Janam Sakhi - is illustrative of the
above points. He wrote: “The Bhai Bala Janam Sakhi is a totally false, fraudulent book from start to finish. It’s full
of vilification of the Sikh Gurus through the creation of fake stories, concocted narratives, and totally unbelievable
tales. This book should be buried miles deep, so deep that it is never found again.”

Belief Has No Place Where Truth Is Concerned.
Jiddu Krishnamoorthy, philosopher and thinker. 1895 - 1986
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Gurbani Verse Analysis

AW Ht HUg S Ha&T Y |
Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5.

Karminder Singh Dhillon, PhD (Boston)
dhillon99@gmail.com

The verse under analysis in this column recorded on page 1385 of the Sri Guru Granth Sahib,
and is sent in by reader and Gurbani enthusiast Gurmukh Singh from the UK with the
following commentary and questions.

1. Who would have recorded this verse in the SGGS because it says: FIE@@H}WW Y Swayeay Sri
Mukhbak Mehla 5? Meaning: Swaiyas from the mouth of the great fifth mehl.

2. AW Fﬁ HYGT" HJ&T U Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5 reminds me of the expression HU HIS Mooh-
Jabani. So why add the words "ch HYLTI" Sri Mukhbak and not just write "HSW HISBT Y Swayeay Mehla
5? That is the style of Guru-Bani in the SGGS.

3. "Mooh-Jabaani" i.e. from the mouth of - as opposed to a message passed on directly in writing by the
author himself is the reference we make to the oral tradition. In the case of writing down, there can be
no doubt about the authenticity of the word-for-word record because the author personally wrote it
down.

4. On the other hand, an author personally recording his or her own message would not say that this
message is from the mouth of X where X is one’s own name.

5. Why has this "Fﬁ HYITI" Sri Mukhbak style been introduced towards the conclusion of SGGS?

Response to question 1.

The word HHETd does not mean ﬁUf?@.Moo(n)h Vicho(n). As such Hﬂjww Y Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5 does
not mean “from the mouth of the great fifth mehl.” This (mis) understanding amongst a large portion of Sikhs
probably comes from the usage of the phrase Hﬂj HY<Tq YTSHTH Q0 Sri Mukhvak Patshahi 10 that is stamped
over compositions found in the Dasam Granth (DG) or Bachitar Natak (BNG) that are taken from elsewhere but
intended to be (falsely) projected as compositions "that were uttered by Guru Gobind Singh" or compositions that
"emanated from the holy mouth of the tenth Guru Fﬂw Sri Mukhvak. If indeed the meaning of the word
HYUYSTA Mukhvak was "from within the mouth of" then the word HY Mukh would have a sihari to the letter Y
khakha.

For instance, we find the word EI_TEIH]CH Gurmukh within the SGGS. Since the word HfH Mukh has a sihari
to the letter Y khakha the literal meaning of the word EIJED;I'FH Gurmukh is Q@@W@ Guru day mukh vicho(n)
- from within the Guru’s command; in reference to messages that emanated from the Guru. (The Guru being the
shabd; the translation of the word would be “messages from within the shabd.) There is no sihari in the writing of
Guru Arjun in H"J HYGT” HI&T Y Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5. In the absence of the sihari the word HY cannot thus
mean "from within the mouth of" Guru Arjun ji.

Incidentally, there is no sihari to the word HU<T Mukhvak in the phrase Fﬂ HY<T Y3HTI Q0 Sri
Mukhvak Patshahi 10 that is found stamped all over compositions in the DG or BNG. But this is an error arising
out of the absence of understanding in Gurbani grammar amongst the people (members of the Sodhak Committee
1885 AD) who did the stamping. Their intent was to suggest that the compositions (taken from the Bhagvat Puran,
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Shiv Puran, Markanday Puran etc) “came out of the holy mouth of the tenth Guru” but they left out the sihari —
which changed the meaning of the word to something else all-together.

All bani within the Pothi Sahib was recorded by Guru Arjun himself. So the phrase H_G'EFTQFL:IHHWHEIW
Y Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5 is recorded by none other than Guru Arjun too. There is no historical evidence
(or even suggestion of any serious nature) of this being not the case. The additional bani that is found within the
SGGS was recorded by the tenth Guru. Again, there is no historical evidence (or even suggestion of any serious
nature) of this being not the case.

Response to question 2.

The phrase )jﬂ HEG Mooh-Jabani means "to narrate from memory". We ask glﬂg g ELC(EL ﬂ”jﬂ?—[a'r?‘ﬂ?
Tu paatth gutkay to(n) keeta ja(n) mooh-jabani. Did you recite the paatth from the gutka or from memory? There
is hence no linguistic or semantic relationship between HY9'd Mukhbak and ﬁaﬂavﬁ Mooh-Jabani.

Response to question 3.

The word HHET] does not mean "oral tradition", nor is it used to imply this tradition. There is no place for oral
tradition within the structure, composition and discourse of Gurbani. The fact that all the 35 composers of bani
who are included in the SGGS wrote their own compositions; that Guru Arjun compiled all these writings into the
Pothi Sahib, and that the tenth Guru re-edited it into the SGGS are all repudiations of the oral tradition that was
the standard fare in the propagation of messages in the older religious systems.

Response to question 4.
An author personally recording his or her own message would not say that “this message is from the mouth of X

where X is one’s own name.” This assertion is correct because the phrase ﬁjwm Y Sri Mukhbak Mehla
5 does not mean “from the mouth of the great fifth mehl.”

Response to question 5.

Fﬂ);lHEFHSri Mukhbak is not a style of writing — as we shall see in the subsequent section. The phrase is being
used where it was necessary — which happens to be page 1385 — which is close towards the conclusion of the
SGGS (page 1429).

Explaining the use of HJ®T Y Mehla 5 in the title ﬁé@ﬂwm Y Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5.
So why did Guru Arjun ji use the phrase H‘q’ﬁé){twm Y Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5, and what is the
meaning and implication of its usage.

Gurbani readers will not that the poetic structure of bani from page 1385 to 1409 is AT Swayeay.
These 24 pages are the only ones in the SGGS that are composed in this poetic format. At the most basic level -
these ARG Swayeay are composed by two distinct groups (i) by Guru Arjun himself and (ii) by 10 Bhatts. The
order of their recording in the SGGS is as follows:

1) AW FﬂHEItI'O(’ HJIS&T Y || Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5. Composed by Guru Arjun (Page 1385 till

1389).

2) AL HIR Ufa® o Q. Swayeay Mehlay Pehlay Kay 1. mSwayeay pertaining to first mehl (Guru
Nanak) composed by the Bhatts. (Page 1389 till 1390).

3) Hﬁﬁémgﬁé 2. Swayeay Mehlay Dujay Kay 2. HE'VGI'TQSwayeay pertaining to second mehl (Guru
Angad) composed by the Bhatts. (Page 1391 till 1392).

4) Aefe Hag JiA 3 Swayeay Mehlay Teejay Kay 3. Aue Swayeay pertaining to third mehl (Guru
Amardas) composed by the Bhatts. (Page 1392 till 1396).
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5) ASEE HdS G@ﬁ 98 Swayeay Mehlay Chauthay Kay 4. A<ue Swayeay pertaining to fourth mehl
(Guru Ramdas) composed by the Bhatts. (Page 1396 till 1406).

6) A Has YA= d Y Swayeay Mehlay Panjvay Kay 5. ASuE pertaining to fifth mehl (Guru Arjun)
composed by the Bhatts. (Page 1406 till 1409).

The issue at hand for the editor of Pothi Sahib (and the SGGS later) was the need to make clear the
distinction between item 1) and 6 above. Item 6 is "pertaining to Guru Arjun" while item 1) is NOT pertaining to
Guru Arjun but to the Creator, as the opening verse makes clear.

Wife YIy IJ37d 9d< A'd<E A M || HIE Ifa6 I3Yfd Aars we Ifa6 fammy 11

Aaad Purakh Kartar Karnn Kaarann Sabh Apay. Sarab Raheyo Bharpur Sagal Ghat Rheyo Byapay.
In simpler terms item 6) is a composition in spiritual praise of Guru Arjun, while item 1) is in praise of the Creator.
Iltem 6 is composed by the Bhatts and item 1 by Guru Arjun. The editor (Guru Arjun) thus made the distinction
between item 1) and 6) above by providing a clear indicator in the heading in the form of HJ&T Y meaning
composed by the fifth mehl. As is the protocol of the SGGS, the word "Nanak" is used in the final para or verse

YJIE AJIS Ifd <& HiT 7 76 g I1d UTIgIH I
Pargatt Sagal Har Bhavan Meh Jan Nanak Gur Parbhram.
Only the Gurus use the word "Nanak" in the compositions - not Bhatts (or Bhagats even).

Explaining the use of HYE'X Mukhbak in the title A<He Fﬂ HYUYET] HJST Y Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5.
From the editor's point of view, there was a need to remind the reader that even if items 2 till 6 are in praise of
the 5 individual Gurus, the praise is actually to the Creator who is realized within the 5 individual Gurus. This is
the subject of item 1.

The editor achieved this objective by using the word HHAT Mukhbak in the title of his own composition.
The modern day term for HUATY Mukhbak is HHET? Mukhband (Preface, foreword, prologue etc) or Hd dd&
Mukh Bachan or Hd STHE Mukh Bhashann when the medium of expression is oral (opening comments / lead
lecture / key note address). The word HY Mukh from within HHE'Y Mukhbak without a sihari to the letter Y
khakha means "lead HHFT Mukhi.” So what the editor is doing is providing a commentary that leads into the
compositions of the 10 Bhatts (items 2 — 6 above).

The in question 4 above, that “an author personally recording own message would not say that this
message is from the mouth of X where X is own name," therefore is the result of all the confusions that arise from
(mis)translating the word HYYT Mukhbak to (wrongly) mean “from the mouth of”.

Every author writes his own HYId Mukhbak or );Rﬁn? Mukhband - Preface, foreword, prologue etc.
Every editor who is putting together a book that is composed by the editor as well as other contributors will always
write a HYE' Mukhbak or );IHET? Mukhband - preface, foreword, prologue because this is the basic function of
an editor. This is what Guru Arjun is doing here.

Note: Since there is no sihari to the word HU<STI Mukhvak in the phrase Fﬂ HYSTH Y3HTdt Q0 sri
Mukhvak Patshahi 10 that is found stamped all over compositions in the DG or BNG, the meaning of the word
HY<TI Mukhvak would mean preface, foreword, prologue etc. And the phrase Fﬂ HY<ST YT3HTH Q0 Sri
Mukhvak Patshahi 10 would mean “Primary preface by the tenth Pathshahi” — not the intended meaning of those
who added the phrase — but this is what it means when interpreted in the context of Gurbani grammar.

Explaining the use of'FﬁSri in the title ﬂ%’é]@ﬁlwm Y Swayeay Sri Mukhbak Mehla 5.

A keen reader of Gurbani would have observed that Guru Arjun wrote two prefaces, forewords, prologues
to the compositions of the 10 Bhatts. The first is on page 1385 to 1387 and the second from 1387 till 1389 where
the compositions of the 10 Bhatts begin. Given that the function of both the prefaces are to act as primary or lead
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messages to the compositions that follow (that of the 10 Bhatts), the word Fﬂ Sri acts as a qualifier for the word
HYLIY Mukhbak. Read together as Fﬂ HYI Sri Mukhbak — meaning a preface that is the primary or lead
message to the compositions that follow. The word Fﬂ Sri does not apply to the author, editor or Guru Arjun
himself. So it is not Fﬂ HJIST U Sri Mehla 5. To take the word Fﬂ Sri to apply to the Guru composer would go
against the tenets, conduct, and principles of our Gurus and the remaining composers of Gurbani — all of whom
took great pains to compose from a position of inordinate humility, profound modesty, and prodigious
humbleness.

In conclusion then, the 10 Bhatts wrote five compositions. Guru Arjun ji, as the editor, wrote two prefaces.
Both are denoted with the phrase HTHHW Sri Mukhbak. And both have the words HJ&T U Mehla 5. The prefaces
are to remind the reader that even if the compositions of the 10 Bhatts that follow are composed in poetic praise
of the 5 individual Gurus, the praise is actually to the Creator who is realized within the 5 individual Gurus. This is
the subject matter of the prefaces.

Letter to the Editor. HUal U3d
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Rajinder Singh:
Physics Teacher, Researcher and Historian of Science
Hardev Singh Virk
Professor of Eminence, SGGS World University, Fatehgarh Sahib, India
E-mail: hardevsingh.virk@gmail.com

Introduction
| was introduced to Rajinder Singh through his first paper “Sir C.V. Raman and the story of the Nobel Prize” which
appeared in Current Science during 1998 [1]. CV Raman was my role model but the story of his winning the Nobel
Prize as narrated by Rajinder brought some new insights to my memory. | had the privilege of reading his books
and writing Reviews of nearly a dozen books, with my first review “Inside Story of Nobel Peace Prize Award - Indian
Contestants” published in Current Science in 2016 [2]. His score of publications, including his 44 books and
research papers, has crossed two centuries [3].
Early Life and Education in India
Rajinder was born on 5 October 1957 in village Lidhran in district Jalandhar
of Indian Punjab. His maternal grandfather was a pious man with spiritual
leanings who made a prediction, prior to Rajinder's birth, that this child
would carry on the legacy of Matharu family and bring recognition to it on
a global scale. His mother believed in this prophecy and brought him up as
a prodigious child. His family had no means to educate him in a convent
school. So, he got his primary education in his village school at Lidhran. He
consistently ranked among the top three students in his class. However, the
2 school was not well-equipped; there were only three rooms for the five
classes. Rajinder enrolled in the United Christian Boy's Higher Secondary School in Suranussi, near Jalandhar, as
his parents wanted to educate him in an urban school for better higher education.

While studying in this Christian School, he was selected for a German scholarship program known as
'Kinder Not Hilfe' (Help for Children in Emergency). This support covered his hostel accommodation, tuition fees,
stationery, and provided even a small amount of pocket money. In practical terms, his parents did not need to
bear the expenses for his school education. Despite not being a Christian, he was fortunate to receive this
scholarship. This was due to the school's obligation to admit some non-Christian students in accordance with
Indian Government policies.

When Rajinder was in the 8th grade, the Punjab Government conducted an examination to identify
talented students from Punjab. The goal was to provide special training and scholarships to promising young
Punjabis. This examination took place at the district level, and he was one of the fortunate individuals selected
after the assessment. However, his Headmaster was reluctant to let him go. Rajinder topped in 10th grade and
his name was displayed on the school Honors Board for the year 1974.

After completing his Matriculation, he joined 'Pre-University' class at D.A.V. College, Jalandhar. His means
were limited to financing his college education; hence he started giving tuition to students who could afford to
pay him for coaching them Physics, Chemistry, and Mathematics. It was a taxing job to coach for four hours after
finishing college around 5 pm. His routine was to return home usually by around 9.30 pm and continue with his
own homework assigned by the professors. He passed his B.Sc. from DAV College but could not afford to join M.Sc.
in some university due to financial constraints. Interestingly, his initial intention was never to become a teacher.
However, fate had other plans for Rajinder. His former school Director advised him to join B.Ed. and assured him
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to cover his expenses, and provide him accommodation, in addition. He served in four High Schools around
Jallandhar as a Science teacher before going to Germany for higher education and research.

Rajinder Singh: A Student and Researcher in Germany

Rajinder reached Germany in July 1985, after he was invited by a former German lady acquaintance who met him
in India. She knew about his keen interest to study physics and motivated Rajinder to apply for permission to stay
in Germany for the purpose of higher education. She was prepared to provide a guarantee to support him
financially for five years. But the foreign office in Germany refused to grant him permission for a longer stay
beyond what was stipulated by a simple tourist visa. With the help of his friend, Rajinder sought legal remedy and
the matter went to court. While the legal process was going on, he enrolled in German language classes and
applied for admission in both Physics and Computer Science programs. Surprisingly, he was accepted into both
programs, even without a student visa. He joined 'Diplom Physik' at the University of Oldenburg, a five-year degree
program in the German education system, following an Indian B.Sc. degree.

He continued as a Diploma student while his case was pending in the court. He embarked on his journey
of learning the German language and Physics, and eventually enrolled at Oldenburg university. He had no
Scholarship and no regular job to pay his tuition fees. At the time, he resided 30 kilometers away from the city of
Oldenburg, and due to financial constraints, he had to make the daily commute riding by bicycle. This proved to
be a testing time for Rajinder, particularly during the winter months, when the snow made it difficult and risky,
and during the rainy season, to cycle down the road. It was a rare feat to accomplish this daily routine. He survived
by undertaking cleaning jobs in private homes or restaurants.

After securing his student visa of stay in Germany, he began applying for various scholarships, though
success didn't come easily. Finally, his perseverance bore fruit and he won a scholarship from the "Bunt-Stift"
Foundation, initially awarded for a six-month period but later extended for three years, which provided the
necessary support to complete his Diplom-Physik. His Diploma Thesis centered on solar energy and meteorology.
After completing this phase of his studies, he took parental leave to allow his wife to work as a school teacher. For
four years, he did baby-sitting to raise his two kids until they were old enough to attend Kindergarten school.

During his time as a stay-at-home parent, he kept his passion for physics alive. In the Department of
Physics at Oldenburg University, there was a professor who had numerous projects related to the history of
science. His specialization involved replicating historical experiments under authentic conditions, such as
recreating CTR Wilson's experiments with a cloud chamber. Most of the group's work focused on European and
American scientists. Rajinder approached the Professor with the idea of working on the Indian physicist, C.V.
Raman, the pioneer of Raman spectroscopy. He agreed to supervise his thesis but explained that there was no
available funding to offer him financial support. However, he was willing to provide recommendation letters if
Rajinder applied for scholarships or grants.

After a four-year break in studies, Rajinder applied for a Ph.D. grant scholarship, but was not successful
on the first attempt. After a year, he made a second attempt, and this time he was successful. Thanks to the
Heinrich-Boll Foundation scholarship, he was able to pursue his Doctor of Science degree from the University of
Hamburg, after registering as a candidate in the Department of Mathematics, with a special cell working on history
of Mathematics and Science. He was initially discouraged from working on the beaten track of working on CV
Raman and his research on scattering of light, but Rajinder was determined to carry on his proposed topic.
Ultimately, he won laurels by presenting his thesis on Nobel Laureate C.V. Raman’s work on Light Scattering. It is
a unique contribution to the history of science.
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Rajinder Singh: A Successful Science Teacher in Germany

Rajinder undertook more than a dozen years of rigorous training to start his teaching career as a Science teacher
in a High School. He is most likely the only Indian-born science teacher in Lower Saxony, if not in all of Germany.
At his school, he introduced science competitions such as Jugend forscht — Schiiler experimentieren' (Young
Researchers — Student Experiments). This science competition spans from the district level to the national level,
and Rajinder has supervised over 50 projects. His students have achieved frequent success in these competitions,
often receiving recognition in local newspapers for their achievements.

Several years ago, the European Union launched the 'Erasmus Project' to encourage schools to collaborate
with neighboring countries. Teachers from various schools and countries come together to develop projects, such
as those focused on 'Renewable Energy.' Each school commits to working on such a project for two years, with
students and teachers visiting other countries every three months to present their findings. Rajinder guided two
such projects, one involving seven countries (Setting a Seed for Change - Comenius, European Union Project, with
schools from Germany, France, Italy, England, Spain, Lithuania, and Romania) and another involving eleven
countries (Mission into the Future: A Quest for Sustainability - Comenius, European Union Project, with schools
from Germany, France, Italy, England, Spain, Lithuania, Romania, Turkey, Portugal, and Holland) [4].

In 2005, he was selected by the Goethe Institute in Munich to represent Germany and deliver a lecture in
Dhaka, Bangladesh. The program was organized in collaboration with the German and Swiss embassies and the
Ministry of Science and Technology of Bangladesh. He is playing active role in environmental and social issues as
a schoolteacher. Last year, he was part of a delegation from the city of Syke, where he works. Members of the
Syke delegation and their partners from Bresien, Poland, visited their sister city, Al Hochima, Morocco. The
primary aim of this initiative is to bring together young generations to facilitate the exchange of ideas on
environmental and other political and social issues.

Rajinder Singh: A Successful Historian of Science

The success story of Rajinder Singh is attributed to his contributions in the area of History of Science. He has
devoted his life in writing Biographies and set a new tradition by writing on lesser-known scientists from India. His
choice of studies has been scientists of Calcutta School, pioneered by CV Raman, the Indian Nobel Laureate. His
journey starts from the University of Oldenburg, where he started research on the history of science in 1995.
However, he registered himself as a Doctoral student at the University of Hamburg in 2003. Prof. Gudrun Wolf
Schmidt (University of Hamburg) and Prof. Falk Riess (University of Oldenburg) were his thesis supervisors. He was
awarded D. Sc. by Hamburg university on his thesis exploring the lifetime achievements of Sir CV Raman. His
investigations exploded some myths created by his countrymen around the persona of Raman. | find Rajinder has
a sharp intellect and incisive approach to sift grain from the chaff during his analysis of historical events.

Rajinder has established himself as a specialist on CV Raman. No one else has written so many books
covering all aspects of C.V. Raman’s stay in Calcutta and Bangalore. The list of his books on history of science is
approaching half a century with the following six on the legacy of CV Raman:

1. Nobel Laureate C.V. Raman’s Work on Light Scattering, Logos Publisher, Berlin 2004.
2. Nobel Laureate C.V. Raman’s Science, Philosophy and Religion,
Dharmaram Publications, Bangalore 2005.
3. C.V. Raman’s Laboratory and Discovery of the Raman Effect,
Shaker Verlag, Aachen 2018.
4. C.V. Raman and the Press: Science Reporting and Image Building— Part I: Kolkata Period, Shaker Publisher,

Dueren 2019.

5. C.V. Raman and the Press: Science Reporting and Image Building-Part Il: The Indian Institute of Science

Period, Shaker Publisher, Dueren 2020.
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6. C.V. Raman and the Press: Science Reporting and Image Building - Part Ill: The Raman Research Institute

Period, Shaker Publisher, Dueren 2020.

The biographies of prominent Indian scientists like JC Bose, CV Raman, HJ Bhabha, and PC Ray have been
written and made part of Indian school curriculum but equally important men of science who excelled in their
field of research have been neglected by the Indian print media. Rajinder took up cudgels to bring these scientists
into limelight by writing their biographies after digging up archival resources in India and Europe. He is the first
historian of science who has published biographies of three prominent Indian women scientists: Bibha Chowdhury
and Purnima Sinha of Calcutta University, and Suman Beri of Panjab University Chandigarh. The other Indian
scientists who have been brilliantly exposed to public view by Rajinder are DM Bose, SC Sirkar, NR Sen, K.
Bannerjee, BB Ray, SR Khastgir, and SD Chatterjee. DM Bose and SD Chatterjee made some fundamental
contributions to physics in India and abroad. Most of his biographies have been reviewed by me [5-10].

To the best of my knowledge, Rajinder Singh is the first historian who has written extensively on Indian
Nobel Prize nominators and nominees. His research work on Nobel Prizes is based on the original documents
obtained from the archives of Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, Stockholm, and Nobel Peace Centre, Oslo,
Norway. The following four books are listed under this classification:

1. Chemistry and Physics Nobel Prizes — India’s Contribution, Shaker Publisher, Aachen 2016.
2. Inside Story of Nobel Peace Prize Award — Indian Contestants, Shaker Publisher, Aachen 2016.
3. India’s Nobel Prize Nominators and Nominees — The Praxis of Nomination and Geographical Distribution,

Shaker Publisher, Aachen 2016.

4. Die Nobel Preise und die indische Elite, Shaker Verlag, Aachen 2016.

Rajinder Singh is a prolific writer who has written extensively on Mahatma Gandhi’s life and his failure to
be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize despite being the most deserving Indian politician, whose legacy survives all
over the globe, but remains relegated in his own country. | think he is the only author to have probed such
intricacies of Indian politics. The following four books are ample proof of Rajinder’s contribution to the legacy of
Mahatma Gandhi:

1. The Making of the Politician M. Gandhi by Muslims, Jews and Christians — Gandhi’s Methods to Solve

Immigration Problems, Shaker Publisher, Aachen 2015.

2. Mahatma Gandhi fiir Lehrkréifte und Eltern — ”"Mahatma“— ein normaler Menschen wie du und ich, Shaker

Verlag, Aachen 2016.

3. Mahatma Gandhi — der verpasste Friedensnobelpreis, Shaker Verlag, Aachen 2017.
4. Gandhi and the Nobel Peace Prize, Routledge Publisher, New York 2017.

A survey of Rajinder’s books and articles amply
elucidates that he had used the ‘original’ and authentic
sources/documents for his research in documenting the
Biographies of Indian Scientists. He is known to have collected
material from various archives in the USA, Germany, Holland,
Denmark, Hungary, Canada, and India. He has been a frequent
visitor to India for collecting research material from archives in
Delhi, Kolkata, and Bangalore.

His publications run into two centuries. Indian scientific
community is well versed with his publications in Indian J.
History of Science, Current Science and Science and Culture.
Consequently, he has been often invited to deliver lectures by
various Indian institutions. At the occasion of commemoration

felicitating Rajinder Singh in Delhi
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of 75th year of independence of India (Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav), he was invited by the Indian National Science
Academy (INSA) to deliver the first talk on ‘History of Science Series’.

In cooperation with Prof. A. Kundu and Prof. G. Gangopadhyay, both University of Calcutta, Rajinder has
written on the history of its famous Physics Department [11], which served as the nucleus of Calcutta School of
Physics nurtured by the stalwarts like CV Raman, SN Bose, and MN Saha. Rajinder has collaborated with some
eminent Scientists for writing Biographies of Indian Scientists, the most prominent among them is Prof. S.C. Roy,
formerly of Bose Institute, Kolkata and Editor-in-Chief, Science and Culture.

Rajinder Singh enjoys the status of a house-hold name in Kolkata. He has been honoured with academic
awards and felicitated by many universities, academic institutions, and National Academies of India by inviting
him to deliver special lectures on history of science in India. It is unfortunate that he has yet to get accolades and
recognition from his own people in Punjab. Prof. Arun Kumar Grover, ex-VC of Punjab University, Chandigarh,
deserves our gratitude for promoting his work in Punjab. | hope our Sikh youth must get inspiration from life and
work of Rajinder Singh and pursue careers in science.
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JB] I BTl 57 & FE 7T & SNIg-TNIIG I & I GH WS YIy § € €7 95 T AT T
BITPHT AT T WITTT dIa e 3 15 5 & yTiE gar’ & a9 feg of ¥ ad =7/ 7 94 ] i
1711 fo 7 7 TTH-TTH 7T Y- YET JieT O 3T 1Y SIdig-eNIdid d95 BT YE

et w12 Stafe It ga Afe 1| 3Et 73 yar aw fiag fa=fe 2

»Jg. et Fi9gt 3 A9 YA gdeT J 3 JE IA 3 A1 fAd s |

I12. Tg3 UIH! © B, »izde gz = fog SdT vyt fid fyget aa Ijfa Gug, 93 82 & 7S
faafas 93 B¢ I fa fog gret gzt o7& fmer Ufe33 I& | fan Bet Sige w3 fan st I, fan st 3
yge3s 3 fan et et Tfgn At Adeg Wt 79T I 8 e udee &8 dt At 68 A 3t 91 913 Ida
&% BJ I8 2 &3 J Al U3 feg {88 ury ¥3H I 7rEdl 7 We 7rEd), He Tt fagrat ydiet I g,
TY TI J Al
HH AHTS 318 AES, §aat & U Y &% Y 9da7; fHd feeGe <) fern qu <, fenm da1 8, Ul
US Y- BaT 518 B 7ETs  UfgdanT gda »ife 98 Uge ® yare 3difamit feg wHs Ia1 uad feg

I SIH 13 JId USHd I Jde I »dl SU% Ia |
117y & RIS &1 wH] €Fgd ’HITg HiHZHT 5 343 3 T8 HTH JITe<on 3 Fdg Zdi 97 87 ?

&8 718 HIed" 120 36T HIed" e Yid] 9787 feg 9o IBEST HeT FydT 3 Jd §J7 95/ JIgee’d Ieg
UIIBT HET JIg dIde HITg € Hde dl 2o H Yd g% AT 3 gJ5 [HY Jid Jidg HITT € dl HeT Sare
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IA 3 16d YalaH’ age J€ e & Har 2ae I&1 & BT aaH 13 3d1 ? 1HyT € F&] gigeeon ed 37 Jid
3[g mTg & wiasl, YA & J& Bar el 3 R 3 &G gig st & §-weEt Jg & I Hael 3 718 B

198 e Jig T T 318 S wied © HE 47 3 751 I Je7 7337 I/ Fidlg 3eE 716 3i9g
37 I Il 3795 FEE Flgrg »=1g famra 3 1 (e 7 & Fgg 3a6er 7 yg Ha B Fgg HEfe fegid

BB [T YT JIST 3| 1 B Figa mryd wied 781 I e 5337 J)

6 YR g€ 99 939 || J€ 68 318 € 7UE 131

»JE: fan & y\ yIe 3 Ui fa3rat <t ugret 4t 99 3 uddT @1 <RI I

I, TEMT ® TJ UIH T feq ¥ ufgarer J1 3 € ufagaer uge @8 § THI HEY &8 fiprer
fea3 fisdt J1 feg 9 uafie g WY € famam dar dt fag & 3= fedt o8 uafia fazmat @ urs
I35 T HEY T JET | i Bt 3 fewrer @It § ue & fog Fare a1 A I T it gt a8 <y
Ji, fgg39 I, 99 © " ¥¢ J1| Ud Iid A st dHi § S urad o3 oHi <t 5ot feg It u 9d 9& 1 fra
Y UZ I 993 A2 fod A9 IJ I3 fa urafia fazrat 7 9dE Uz feg ot garet J1 garet ot &di, ug
fifdt Fan i3t T & &1, fitdt feg »Hs Agdt 31 uZaT, fag mHsE, fag BR feu femem 331, €1 Bua
I8 B Y3 936 »3 fed 87 g A Gt fidt Q1 w1aat urzmrg w1 feg A8 fon 393 & 99 yus1 9
fder 3.

AST He q 1| Ufz ufg a1st Bifa ufg ufs sdtwfa AmE 1| ufs ufz St urdha ufs ufs IEfa y3
Il UShiifg A2 99A g0 USifg 33 HH 1| U A3t »igar udhifg 13 A 1| 769 B foq I8
I I8A TS I Q11 {UaT 467)

(STe: fiide H& = Uug Bud 8 993'a Tra it Iet fegra ft o wieat, gt 90 2 Ida ug U3
J13 BU T, T 22 94 ®, fon &% fide 3 fide I8 <t s T feaat It Ji)

1541 & "G Yd w1 € 7Y [eg JITET FHIE w3 TS & MU He € HT1d 56 € 1dd
BTHTFT I S5 F7ET HA HIe Y d9a JId 3 T8 TISHTE] Halt Y aae6E 3 It ¥31 I/ Yg g-101e57

F YR €3 TN YS FISET 5T [eHeTH aTe] I I Tl WH W3 WYF Uis FgeT BT HfEE HI 3 €5 Tighia
FH HiZwT 71T J1 THTT FHHAT FTT HREch T Byt g1 [oa 5137 €7 y1a, G987 faR [eg'd € ad JamH”
T3/

YlITTR §13 Jis aie 7 IR & gigeerd e 7 o g & ¥87 B&i €731 § YT 95eT I YT JTFT
2 o HBa Fo & feg'd 996 € a8 31 7 & GFe! 934 i BY FIcT G 077 I Hargd GH fenas]
2 1are] F 7 518 32 I2 IB YT JITE € %I Ty a4 HaeT I/

et 9d 339 Jet 9 fdg 1 JEt ae fanz et Aafaig s
38 faafami feg T3t HEY3T, Has 3 Tmie &t Isufsa Tatr &t v feg fat 3
2. §g3 UIHA oM fige fom et o3 AT 6 o fom T % W »aS AaH feg H&ar| adte @

A e <1 fedh, 391 38 § 1 o Hara' fe31 3t ¥g3t urd fAde for wet fa Haa 3 gmie feq uH Harag Bua
yda <t @A J| It @A Sfans, det Hegd), €t UasTein, JFt Hafdie (fFed T Aegdn) w31 79
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TIH & MU ASIT T HIS,/Bad & MU IB8UST H3Tad HE I8 Ia| oy feq 99 He3r & J fa fer

it = Wise 87 Aegd), Sfars feg Ifder I »i3 87 % g Has 3 amie ¢ I Faer I

9 u3Eg B for 7Y § <t for Jt get feu fon Bt ufonn faGfa fidt firge for 7o < 9is a9t
J| feR oM feg Ha & 793s @8 Just 3 Hadt T, fon AaH § Aeddl 918 w1 g3t feur@et J1 Has
3 ¥miT ©f gl &t I TTEH 51| s 59g fot Aaql faaraT H3s @@ IR IaH g At afe &
FE3 MUS I1d UIAR U Il { U&7 960}

(32 &1 H &I T1d 7Yt 3 & ASId 919, 7 BF waS Td &1 g3 fam GAa ©J 9T a9 fe31 ag

? famrs Fea feg 19 B8t A femr 3 & &) It 9w G0 Hifgs os fimes R 3o st fea A Q73
»ied 3 J1 €7 Bt Adida 39 3 Hdw <t B3 a1, 87 &8 fHER v It He = Yug 3 e A HeeT I ug
Y€ H& < g HIgET Y<dI »ry feargi § |

1547 & HIGST 57 1HYT 3 8] YTH 37 € TIBYIST Heddl T 3d] GSTEHT YT §J5, HAFE UTH

WHEHT IBYPAT 81 BY HA7 €6 [EHETH ATE T51 [UE8 HAEH Wdi8 76H & € HA€ I3/ Iid 373 USHT
B [THHZ & HAT & G Jai HESE BE] a8 Hil Yd #H] JaH 3T HHEwHT I B3dT Hal Id WG A1 BE
7 31 faHz § 71 169 39 3 T IHeTa He 82 T

g 764 frfs gad ust3T 1| yg wfae v f3fs 3¢ 7737 iy

WJE: FTAd T SBAS SIHET J fa A 81 HWifga © 978 »ids gay § Us'e fonr 3t §A Hisa

&% THEE w1 9u & 71 Bar|
I1<. HI YA o3 Bd1 3difemii & et T 3 gmiE g& U3Hd wnydt Aad feg, 919 &1ad T 91

THE B3 I5| for wydt A8 feg Wi aa31 J # fifdt § 99 uafia fegrgurgr 3 Qyar e I3 8T I
I | USHI SIHER I6 o WS Yy T JaH UsTse &8 It B8R mifag w1 3T afent a1 Aaer J1 fer
I3 famis § IaH 996 Bel IS 35 393 AHTSE Addl I6: IIH, ITH USTEAT M3 I A6

IT A6 3 32 Bu 3dla fir &% €7 wifsa <t oAt 919 frq 1Y ¥ A, 3 €7 &% o Ifen 71 Ha,
7 Yt I/ <9< ¥3H J A, ASIE B T migHA 13T 71 Hel | WA It §Ud 39% 3 sfe A Ha 7 fa3
&t ydae|

gy &t I8 I 3t JIH3 <t st It A T I1 g I R Afgerg (JE ISt TE HEY)
gt 71 Ao 3, fog WaTs usEg & 7y g1t & ufast Ut feg & 99 o3 31 gafi aast 983 a6
fafim w1 191 »as Y3y © 978 gaH »igHd & Yt ifadt 81 3 3 9% It I fam § il geast
fow <t afg AaR T foR 391 »ias Yay &1% 18 B, Afed I< Bt &, foq geast fom 3, gad 3,
3t J, ga13 J1 »AS feg AY Tt €7 gaH © s J 3 Yt aigeet 8 gay <t 3eHis |

A g UsTs< 3 I fiRdd fog, wid friedh feg, fanfani feg, 87 Hifga & gt g9 i few,
WUE WY g, gy I3 2UST, B T »ifgA™H 99671 USHY €8 AfgnTd ¥ © JaH § AHSA BA
Qug gz 3 AR v FaY3 (7w dfs =R fadarg 11) udae dt gy useaT I

1551 & 7G3TE gary '3 987 37 iyt €1 31 Je 7 wTH 1HY & gay €7 a3 IR 3 AHSTEMT I Hid

BY [&T wH] »H 1Y & 7E51 feaid] 7 TS B a16] J I 93 1Y #A Jai € 88 If 43 I51 JaH &
85 Id HIJ i € Y § HEgd 1 Ja & 71T §Y= I8 16917 dI€™d Il HEIIS dIH THTEE 163 163
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T Y21g Il { UST66} T HTY FBHTE JaH 3T HHFE I8 I8 THWT'3 I [T 1 Jai B 65 HE
FJ& BT It TT 13 YAS g I 1T 1

Aige 7% 1S ¢ 3d1d Id =3 ygd A Hagd | fHYT @8 y9n 7 vagd
®TH Jae GG H&gd
Jiggt 3 &, IIHATS ddd EIGE! Hodgd
g 9198 UIH CICE Hadd
YTH UT9fHY ufgder/3H EIGE| Hogd
JIH MEHd 9&IT H&gd g

»H fiY | HTBTHE B T 013 ofH <t T3d13 © fodt aas 3 fa &1 °A1g '9aE T U313 3 &1 'Jae @1

B JaH WA &7 B 57 ferm J1 Frg JF Tiare] 318 AHsE B FH §-1869 yd 31 adiifcd Hu

https://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=Bbf20WkpMK4&list=PLLLNKP-xh 138nvoXA5LDzrjl4GtFG80D

7' 1T [B1HT BY 15 YT T & YF Hae I - https://1469-1708.blogspot.com/2023/07/%20%20.html

What lies behind you and what lies in front of you, pales in comparison to what lies inside of you.
Ralph Waldo Emerson, American Philosopher 1803 - 1882
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mufere™ 3 m3Hfea<T
S Hidea fifu i 5
7Y Tt &y < gt e fegm &t H Ifen 8R A HEY § et 391 €yt BT AmgE

E-mail- kanwar238@yahoo.com o

FI&TUer A Tty St ezt g SR i A iR BT et T 8 I ‘?ﬁ
A w3 At fon = fomgre ged3 @8 wiEdh niagt S8R & T &1 H w8t fom wignTg ged3 Tt
et 3g1 Tt w13t T AT It BH Bt A3 3 <8t Hia® H foR g HEY B o AHY o fa nimHs
feg 7t fag faz darst feg 3 fan ym et feg It Hat- g8t fena3t 3 7 Bt @3 witest U gaer J1 fem
fepradt Hat- g8} fonarat & €A 3 Ja T ani ® fi3T) Wit 1Y 91 HEY S et I8 »idh wniet €t vis et
13 B feprglt 98 <t yrr g Ja ot

i T © 313 W FE w3 AHE wig A il @ 3 e 38 T s s R vy
BB gAY BA T a™H <l Ju B2 | fed S8 S4d I8 © 5™ 3 It UdH ¥ 918 | 99 St gt @8 fama 3t uaH
TYT'Id 9 IR fiaT & WSt A MgHTd 98 © Tddrd < g i1 for © &1% »yet A »igHd It aad
ASJd1 < A3 94 3 feg fogi uaH © 3dwdi & v 31 & &dd <t e 3 998 @3 w13 Bgi TH3
HIJdI feg Ad]T Udll Fde8< <TH3 qEl 31 ¥ daHd3 A3 94 3| foR 919a Jet 391 & <fad, Iau 13
FHY AT I TR

9193 feg 31 T83 g3 It Iigsea 3 I | o8 uar © daTral & mrud fipwms Hafed foq JE & AqT
FE 3g R HIL- TS I U AT B A II3 T Bt @3 A I ade Aw | fogi § et wefsniwram © fesrfamn
03 fogt § Mrd Hawl MgHTd Sudiut Sudhoft TSt <t S5 3t gt Tt Tefanrt Tt It 3 Thoif
HIS! 2 g fid it w13 BA wigATa Bt St HaZhi wiz o3t | fom 39 Y urs T il 9g3 femmss I famr
fern® &% J 3¢t 39 2 98 winas & HE3 94 82| for 391 aHTe T faq &t Arus 1g 3 famr

WHS feg »imTs feg IfJR st 98 T U 9a9&t »13 €A § Hat-gs! fomadt & 3qf s &
Wufere™ © U871 I T HS I19& J1 WM 39 3 T4 fenia3t 8 2 IR Hies §313 99e1 J1 993 9Jd I813
feg 76 fq TgH © 3aTrd HEY  fan & 391 © Ty 7 § 9 et 98 & T »ind fdk & | fem 39 Ga o
frrerdt 3 Ha3 31 JR s oA T &8 1, gaHTs, Bt i HAGS @3 faHed de 76, 851 § &, Bai e
I3 et 3 fomms foer iR I6 | »imehy3 89 3 fa 1g 3 uan = 3awrat w3 gaHaTs! & i Jie-
TR I3 Gufea g T HEEad S I Ia|

for 39 © T3t feg i B wifgmirs 3T <A fogt ugH € daerdi <t gais feg fer ged g e fa gg
oH <3 fog ggH © 3dTTdl © HE J IR | fagi faprs fegd 3t § fog ferem Uar gger i3 famr fa 84
T I3 IHETE T3 UTS YT 98 gt I1 UTs Y 9% &% ot o < 39t € st 3 Heret 31 fen
&l 31 A 9193 © It Hi3dl IS Tt Haw femGE <3 918 31 8y, fHaw Ju o Y da< J4, ST< g
3 Tes g 13T Ot & WF fai um € 83 51 v dean A €3 Ia3 M J9 uBa I3 I a0
I, 9193 T B GA € YA I <8 71 AR I& 1 WU 23 33T TTH3 9dHT TTH3 U 38T w3 JEl 3G
T MFEd e IfJe TA|

feg & & 7l fapns fege@ Ba Wi Hies © AfEns THS W3 HI® 3 T 98 UTH Jfens
IITES <H3 < o UgH T SdTTdl UTH YT SIS Jide JI6 | FoH @A »H 3 Jet 37 & <t Iat
3 gBfuni fog B8 A viufere 2 Hard fdwdft grd gt 7 3d 7 »3 gl <1 fogt g8t 3 grgg adtnr
|
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9193 ¥ B fodt mge 99 I6 {3 It H39 Ug A A1d oH ITH o A I& | R wiaferem args #d
HAS1 S 9193 §3 THST 131 31 GH T3 © Yrrdhi UTH HIIST €1 HIgHST 9da SE Jet warst &dt #tl g
Hedt feg us Yy feg g9 e | for 39 & urs YA w3331 3 ferem Jue &1% foan < 3T gt a7 Jd Afa
UTS YT w3 13T B ITA T I9 &1 Ao M3 HIS 93 B3 TEad J IR »3 B JSH I IR | feAAg &
3% fog 7 fa Tmg Jat 3wy Ters fod wiufenem el 33 < foed yd 3 St /it wierA 3t feg I fa
niid fefamirad Wl feg < uaH € Saerd w3 qeadd B, oA gz d feed § Ja S Udt adt arad aa | fogt
T3S W T 9 I Irg Afog gIHER Ta:

fgar f3&t o witfenn fa fafy fafy 2ufa =8 1| 93 fas ot 872 e faom a1l
Y AIN 97J4 il BIfa & e Il WaAfS 89 & mndhy wiafs grerehy grfe|l
WS Afag AL Mt urdha Wi Ima St ufg o g9 wiagt did T3 i
&6 W grd B IfT BT RIS (T1: N 7: ¥a-a:8Y)

< for THee © widle I § AHYST J 31 JIouTel © 890 & Y Sy wgdt J| 9t T BT J HaY
I 37T 39, 3UB, <faH, IIH 3 IR 3 Trga i & fear Ha 7T Afgde, §rg Hies Hige Bt 3mfas
&1 for TrgsT § Y Ju o for Tew § AngT J=ar|

for e I g Wfae AHST 93 I6 f WA YaTad 1 Wi B13 T3, UTS YT, H3gi 33t mife ©
WTHI Hies A8 Bt Yav I& wi fies H8T 81953 (fgan) J1 Wi dies for 3gt v J fae foam S vt <8
At 9t A R 9= A < 95 B It I B8R § ymeR €t 83 &1 I, fen 39t oA winfemem © m
Hies MG SfesT Jer 3| wim fies ot Hies &t de| fog 3t gaart © Aus 3t der 31 fon st faar 3
T HIN 9193 »J BIfd & Tfe 1l I wAsh3 f£g I fa 7t 3 »i3 »idesdyd BaIe &8 i3t et fias3
3 9319 fam & 37 < At wdt e Faret | feg wisHferem UTr aas T AT J1 R wm § iy 34 3 faar
J: W& ATfTg AL W&t Ureha HIg ISt ufg o S5 wa @t ole ©13 || 316 g w91 B Jfd It A3Ta |
for »igATg g Ffae AHSTER I6 & »irudt wia® 31 7a3, W3, Ha, §U 3 oH T Irdier J1 Jan 3t feg 3
fa e Wifgg = FE A T T ST I 3T Fe A g3 § R feag a g ST gder JI feafrme oS
fog S faar I wafs 87 & nindbal »iafs rerehnl wrfe || fom 3q A fog 3 fa i fapiTs 2 33aHaE &
IR e, Jas w3 B 3 YI' &1 839w I, W famrs fam 3 a3 43 Jer I, R fams &1 Y3 <t
TS 7 1aS 318 IA3 &dl U Haret | I1e fog fa 38 7t 813 1 famis Yyru3 3da1 I 83 339 & »Urd 3 YaT i
€39 grdter J1 fead fod gg3 T wifar sa31 J1 for wigatd g fog w8t J fa i faprs fam 3 fef3 U3
Jer I W famrs et 3Bt feg B fider 91 7 At < fars Y3 9981 I 3t GR T YA §3- 83 &8
WP FI&T 7t I i3 fod foos Fu I fat fram famms T ymra stz A faar 3 B9 fa3 gard 3t st urfaan
feg A I wiast ufz 3 g o »igAd Aes 75YH fams § 3 Ifae a9t J1 591 famrs &% Jt fies
HOHT I A J| g9 fapdTa HEY § B3Ts §1 féet J fan ads oet 391 © g o3 7R I | god faps
T 3T UaEH |

e Y33y J fa wiral T feg & 9193 © S mifapTa 3T T 973 ATS SIH 3Sfputt, Af <ot It w3
JIIHAST T viuferetr feg ydit 391 B53 I8 a1 fogi Bt § »in 2 fefamrad wogi feg St & 3ifag Ag
et I i3 &1 IR wirEl I o TR0 WS © B4, 1 fogy © Tefawnf & Y s gd%, B fas 3dt I &=
IS W3 ITHETE S fegi 3 Tu I AR Ia | 1w wiy § Ty niuer8e g6 w3 gig Jjg Aigg €t gret g uge »i3
AR <1 I8, B9 gg3 A IIH IRt feg 18376 3 94 I8 »i3 viaferemh 3 grgd s v Aa|
WS feg »iHTs feg IfdR fepiradt 38 © U gaeT w3 € § HIt-gu8t femadt wny @ frg msaT fg §a ms
HAIST U1 4d6 <1 J, 7t AATe! v @11 J fog d wiufermem © U1 I T S 99s J1 R set w393
Jd fonia3t e © I90 R Hies 9313 99w J1 Hies © TU i § 39 ©f T AHS S e J1 fogt g3t g
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Jrgure it It JT & faariamt 3t wdt famn yg Ig & fonfim foa foea® €41 678 9dd 8 S sz §
TFHSTENT I »i3 B8R 38 © wiTHa Hies Hi8< w1 Irg Tamfen J|

fon Bl A9 JrouTet Il TIATE IR I T AHS »T A< 31 HY 391 € 39, IIH IBY M3 3UB TIJ
G »ighA 3t f8g 3 fa yardt =9a1 Jat § wilHs @& A7t fan IreT @8 Hat-gs8 39183 8 ° 39 3 ¥rag
& wiEE iR | fog yrrdieel 8 98 T 39T ® 3 WS Il 31 3 B T UTEU Id B2 I |
feg Jt araw I fa Igenta w3 Hedt, Hat, Taandt, 3fgnt »ife »iddt uaH »imeTst 3 53 2 »igg S AR
IS | o<l Tef3nft et dia Aetgd3 2 9ifad g AT 951 RS Tiet i Urgeitnt g 7idht 951 331 gue
Ta1 & Hed »i3 JdenTd AT AR I | fig 7t ©3% It 437 T 9% &df At |

fen 3qt feg Aume 3 fa yardt =9d1 3 1 38 wiznm 3 87 & »iud arfee o3 fea 398 Ja g
e J1 FrIEr fom © B fra Mg €t I fa Ja 3t fog I, fqurg 3, €7 31 A T HEEdd J, YmEdd
J1 IS It Tartent fam T8 3t I A I3 fra R &8 Ifder J, §a 3T 78 &7 fipg gaer I w3 o fam
&% fe39a1 <t 5l F3eT| JTEH T EIHE I

Tl TS fqurs 7Y ArdId Agg wWeT Iaydt J|i
TY3 B3 AT d Hal A yad Afemm gt 31l (@1 Tn: A: Uar-€a)

JIE I TIATE IR IO it I femmaTenrt Trbeit Ittt I frgt Irdt I8 & T AT AERT
»@ﬂﬁegwéa@aa?aﬁmaaéaﬁf&aw HIIEd, MIGSIYI UIGUTS, AT w13 gIst Hies Hifent
T HITJI

T Tatrt feg J9 T feg g3y fom et <t 3 (i Ardt ot © <8 2y B S Wil vy <3
YT YT I T I | fem = frse i »y@ 38§ THI © 38 &8 HI'G ArE3 9d6 I3 331 13
I T I TS| T3 foq § wirue FE TR ® I8 J vz fem Higgn do ) foR ge3efo i m3 I3R § w9
95 TH3| 9ig AT & Ao 3 fa 38 3t feg 33 A9 397 2 s B T3 A i 7 At feaT3
<3 < Gt fed feq Fg J1 It QYT T I8 &1 I AT | JIIEE T EIHE O

ATIg NI R I 1T I I 2R 1l (T1: T: A: Ya-340)

Tiag 39 § I foaar fap J1 fom 391 93 ume Sedi feg faar fapr I fa Fefea I nB aes fea A I w3 o
73 =3 feg |
fere os feg @ agfonr I fa

g fyzT egqA o g Frfga” (91 It 7: YaT-£99)

IR IgAfea A I3 Cunz 37 R Vi ez J| fra fea frq Fe A3 = fuzr s J1 fer 3gi A 2ud
J9 T 3BY 3§99 JE A H3d1 e T g 99 T HaaT < fi31 I feg It Ayt I fa g mfag =
fer Hagu & gatni 2 It feg yarianm d &dt famm| 3t A 3 gaH © s 3 B3rehni 3 Idtori T 1
feg Ja e, grauret I, fem 3 IS 3
s U I fag Fg a3 y3&Fal
f3nfa g2 araa fAE IR AYFHS I (T I A: ¥a™-2t3) |

J1d Afae feg T 39 I6 o 87 feat foq 98 = Qe 9a1 gU 9y, widrd wife &t J1 fam fam § »m
ey J8 A Mg v A S B T Hees Jer S aras Qa efoni 39T 3 fsgdu 3wyt fideat yrtes of
i AIET |
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Jet Je < ey feg 91 wfaers feq I3 993 & @30S HI3eYds §a3" fra mHeER Is fa Je fa3
WAHTS feg 7 Agis feg wdi afder, A 99 3T HEH © WU fage »ivd Jt <AeT J1 JI9931 @1 2aHTs o:

IJ I 96 UA6 AT | AT" foert et widur 39t Afqr Anrgtigar@ il (31 I1: 7: ¥s1-£18)

I HeH & feg mrgfonr fam J fa J9 7 Hag faemf, 99 Ay fe mafen Ifenr I B 33 wieg A
< I fen Bt 3 B8R & B3 o3 darst feg Are & 8t 82 w11 fon a3 & fer 391 & g 3:

<Ht 99 forrsha Hars fasm gefan @ ar 7: ¥sra3o1) i

I J9 31 33 fode feg T emer 3 fon et 3 87 § ¥aT em3 Hast feg fa€ seawr fager J

feH naHd Hgd3 3t feg Sfa miud nieg ere e § M i | wied e} T9 § IHE I B E3 9
3T AR | 7T 3 »iTd T J9 T AHY &dt »8T! B34t T I79d WiHTs feg @re »d3t 98 3 geard &t
fHE AgeT|

I JTEt IS TIATE I wivg =R I8 Y3 7 fapds Yers oit3T 3, 8F wighrd 98 § frd marst se
13 forar fapen 31 fer wigad fog Ao 3 fa feg TR 93 3 T Qo HEY = vied Tt et 31 Jggd @
SIHS T:

H& 3 A3 AGU IMUTTYB US| (J1: I 7: Us1-889)

fon 3g feg g en famr I fa I rdu Je St Anind se Je T A feq grarJ| fen 3gi St A3 i et
A & @ nied UgTE | 7 iy wied I8t Hat Ire Idt 13 & AHg ot 7redft 31 §R wud wivg el
TS R IR MY THETE Y3 T T g Jean| fog d wisHferem U 396 T Hd T |

fag A< J&t 13 © 83y <it31 I 3t fom Ay feg mamfenn 3 fa &t ma=t wins feg ged3 = fowH I8
feﬁéa’a‘tm{%@%mmuaws of Nature or Divine Laws)}éﬁ%ﬁﬂﬂf@al ﬁ@méﬁmﬂétﬂa‘g’
TTTE & TH T & 310 013 IHsfen 3;

TN niefd Ag @ grafd gaH & AfE N (T1: I 7: ¥arq)

I 1 I3 A TUTeT I I 93 © fewHt wightg Jt eryger I fegt fandt 3 wrag 93 € wdt dei feg
foat fefamiad wies Faret J|

HoY © wiwd fe®, fordl, 73 il feedivi »itfe ITd3 31< 99 © fot WiaATd Wil »yET o1 dt 1
JJ TS BABE HEY § AT 3J0€ &1 T UeT| fed Fed3 o foH f Jet et I 1 dd R A fed W y3a
T faases ged3 T fotH 3t 3 foa A8 I3 »y@ »y ged3 © fot wigrta I8t 7 faar 3| At wied 9t 39
R 0dg A AS TS 7 AHR »3 HIR IR Ts, foa 78 Iva3 = fou wignrd ge J9 <t w3t wigad It Aiw
J| feR WGHT AT T I »idT, &7, a2t J2d3 912 39 © f6WH WA STH It /1 9d I | Add T dH IH
Jet JaH I JI3 = fsH »igH I aH Fa fgar I FR g faar Ifa Adla R I M feg geas wrge dgw
T HEY R Hg »ied 1 ferganid (Immunity) fiAeH o gae1 d B9 98 93 I et madt  dhygrer
J1feg A Tg T fea gu I A HEY © wied =i I myST IH FaeT J| R § IHgT I ni3 fer wigAg dies
Mg &t A Hies 9 FaEr |

fen 391 fag 9wd3 <t wast 7t 13 ® Ay feg frg & mfonn 3 fa wrdt anfewr3 < fogt 36t geast
Tt wigAgd 98 It 1 fA Jroget v gans 3

3 fefe ue< =d Aee@ I3 fefa 9sfa By T @13 fefa »iafs = 2arfail
3 fefe uast wst ofa s fefe fée fed g afa 11 3 fefe T aaH &g 1l
3fefggan 3 fefode IduadR vu3 s ¥z 13 fefafmugura s Il
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3 fefg wrs@ A 113 fefe #u Horgs 79 113 fefa wrefg Arefa ya 1 @ 91 7. Ua8€8)

3 33 J g3 © fouH | for »igrd fog mgfent famn J fq afeats €t 99 I9& R 9%, Jam,
TSt nife w3 for 2 frmrer HE Ak fied 372 UgHd™ 2dd1 A9 391 € ©<i 23 gud3 ¥l A3l I gud3 &
fatmt 7 &t JaH wigrTg It ofH SR I5 | I3 < g3 T Hast 3 §ad adi I

fgﬂwgﬁﬁaéﬁwﬁm%ﬁm(mvme Lawas or Laws of Nature)fgawﬁs’fam,qh%
€3 Ty IR TS TR U HEY = »ied 2 I8t fowi g I- 9% | 93 & It fowt 3 9193 &t J1 Jggret =

Wﬁ
A g3 AT B A EA R YR I (@1 I 7 Usr-£ty)

e fog fq 3ed3 = fom s 7 gfos €3 w1y dv ow €7 397 g Ie It fomm vyt Y=t &
T IR I5| A forast fern A At ferA a3 § IHST T QUI ST qaTr I S A 9w J, BR g witd e I
7t & AHZ » At J1 o8 fog faaa 99 gewr J fa 7RG feg fasat < w3 fan < 371 &t fefammaa 3d4i
I I QI H3 FTI3 © for BA A Ie AHZ o It I Helt J1 gea3 = fomdt €t 8n Jas At ge3d 2 fewmt §
THFET q AR (fefaps) 1 3Tded HEY = »ied 1 Jed3 = foui B1g de 7% 851 § i 3 JA fesm =g
T I8 | FEI3 < fotH g 3 T U31 98w J o ot 4Tt Jam I i3 ot UreT Wizt J| 93t 91t w3 99 79 3t
T Qun fa< 99t 3 A<t J fog A3 JEt fommt § 1S & Hee I Ager J1 foa Wills! Wat 93 © few § Mg
a dt e 3a uda Afa |

QEH@WW@WWW@W@,%W(MW% Laws)@@ﬂf@g)ﬁ?ﬁﬂ?j@ﬂ
R &S It fog S msfen 3 f feg wied @re 38 91t feurs < 3| 3@ »ivd ener 99, Afdde, Iia i e QU
feg S nieg Aener I Aes HeA I A et are IR I& | fogr § It f3eefts Ta@d (Divine Virtues) faar A
J1 IS T EIHE I:

JdifeT I fours 3 »i3 & wfenp afen @ I 7 ¥ar-32)

I 1 »ied THTT I8 J BI IS T yaE J, BH ® It T ui3 & ufen 7 Hae | e B HeR a1

& WMUSTET T3 3Tete aitFt d w3 faar 3
&6 It I fsara 1l (@ 1 7: Usrq) |

1< I HIH TST G I 7H W Sttt /1< 31 Baf aret wigng it fewfan e | fem 3g afgae I1e
WUSTET &BTF MR wig foq 7oA 98 Uer 7 7wt J| o8 fog AHs 8 794t J fa 7 98 <t 9ig 33at J 3
AT AEU S FRR I a8 A Y, TR BB guR I A IR TS A A B IS T F I6 |

»ied THR 99 7t 919 A< fog msfont J & »ivg <1 39, T8 fowH (Divine Laws), »13 I8 794 It
(Divine Virtues) ® gu feg »ivd eie J fon = &8 fog & msion I fa »ied AeR faris 1% Surt §3-83,
faga gu, 5 3 (Divine Wisdom) & 8 T A qU I | fA< fa Iraeret w1 gans O

&ad ’U fAHE3 S 1l yrdggH 919 &7t 3T 11 (J1: I1: A: Us1-998)

I’ 3 IR J: YIHETS famrs, §3-89, 99 g4, B H3 (Divine Wisdom) foH 3t I1d Tifas mume
IR T& fa A3 3gt T a3 Uz A W A fog a3 fsaf@n 3 fa «qra sre 5ea famis =} faga gu feg »i3
UTTGIH ST YIHT3HT 71 78 feg et gad adi J1

fon Hasy § fom 3t <t gannn J: I1g UanHAg B A NI H: Us-t£8) | I1g I fams, 3-
g3, f599 g, 59t H3 (Divine Wisdom) »13 “UgnAg” fea s Ia | fom ee feg d feg S mume 131 d: 99
ot 2o gad feg T1f3 11 3< fi< fona3t 98 & Ta Jur Is for 3 91 Wiide gaHSR J& fa fes 93 g9 i
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313" IR MYS T fars, »U faed 54, Y H3 © »THJ Jd 98T 91d 3< fars, fada §u, Ao 13
JdtIe I T 7 I T I famites w13 Ju wife fgn Aier I 3t for T I fieg Ifewn gig wfae Aume g%
I& T mru@ famrms »13 et gu 83 2 Iy o It Hiies difen A for 3q et 98 <y & 83 &t
Ifadt| mmmmﬂw»@»@ﬁ (practical and meaningful) #raaﬁl@zw%ﬁél f&g
T3 femem @ Hies H8T Bet Quer J|

fon 7y feg 3913 Elg 7t gaHER I%:

I FEI N A I@ Ufenm A 1 1@ faaa 1l (I1:917: Ys1.013)

I FEIg i fea fa 33 I fa WG T “q1a” Ire famms Yyruz3 3 famr 3 fam & fasat faran fam 31 feg
faaa fams a1% Tl w3 93 T T UBTE I Aaret J | fer wiga fog wamton famr J fa 7 & fam Guen
Q Jfae 991 J 31 faga g &% B T Uy a4, feugd 999, Aes 94l Yse § It IfaT 9951 J1 I T
Quen & fearas <t ATt I 7gdt J| fom w2t faga gu wr & 7gdt I| fodt 3t 3 “wiawt mfag A | Add
fada §u o8 Hon IS € UfgeTe &1 i3t e 3T Hged J fd 89 I MU d HEY H3T6 €1 gU UTd6 od B
I B FIIH AITT I

feR w9 3 g T gaHs J

R Af391d ug U fafes gau a1z 3 1A Af3qrg Trg Ty fafs afa @ Afami
& faurs wiye 91g =fe wg€ 11 Har 391 faaars 133 faegil

yifemi a7 fsurg gg3 yafenT Il fa3T AaH »iutg Wy ugtianl
HiH St & AE I AHTE TL 11 I UTYIH YINHT MUTUI MSBH M3 (I1: 1 7: YaT-U3N).

Af3d1d 3 312 J Af3 T YIS, 5IAT fams | AT famis 1 He = »ierd 3 Y1833, A 3ITHIIB IR,
i 3 et feof3 Y3 &1 I A | Id Afae wngR T o Wi Har YamieTs faps Ue J, Wi famis f sagmme 3,
faGfa for a7, st 3978 I €t J€ 15 1 39, IIH, IBU M3 IIHATS e TS fa T Grfamt Jfemr
T 83 E< famn J1 HIfed I fa fon 397 33 384 »ife T I 1% fenia=st Haug J e J1 feg J f3T Asy
g Ire g 7w Hies 3 B8R & fA8< S mHg »it It J| fom et feg Har gaa faps ds 31 e v &
Jt g wfge gaHER I& fa i 5o fams e s J faGfa »in famrs & afg A8 Afwr e grda &
yfgare gaer i3t J for 39t 18R fams & I8 1% 12 i1 J1 fon 391 99 518 13T © SBAgU g &
faurs »iye I 3= I8 I T8 IIYI YIS el yard <t Te T I faga gu s It 1 feg
feg S g J fa It 1 IFYI ¥aTeT fisse 99 o It <ot IaHT I19s 7 He feg I&T & H »13 33 <Jal
391 °& BT A3 T I I Ia | for wigHd HE wuSt Ugte J aret J 9r< U3 S41 famn J fa AaH T 1&Jg ot
I sz feg I fa yamers 7on fams & v 9t & 71 Aeret | Haet 3s fea fa Afsqe se Az =
faPTs, FO YameTs fams, (3efes femaH (Divine Wisdom)} I wied eie e 1 fea qu |

fer 3gt graaret ot wied @A I8 Tt ¥ Yy fenaa et THni 98 BJ Ia: 39 Ard wabufi & HEY!
T3 fea ¢ I fam w1 et 3ot guU A wiatd »ife & I w3 W T8 HE Y © vivd dAerer d AR <t usre fer 3t
Elf_tﬂ 3 (Q) (Laws of Nature Divine Laws) It ﬁ'ﬂﬂ-l, () (Divine Virtues) GL| Hﬂvﬁ dI€ (3) (Divine Wisdom)
YITHITS famites, o g iR famis § 3t argeret feg Af3aa foaar 31 fom wignd feg mHsis famn 3 fa
Hod 99 '3 o U J, 98 © M Hies Mg J, 3t minyd wied feg! 3wt fermzrehrt @ 99 & ufgee
F3d GR © WS e AgE A Aew fles I A= J|

for A9 T gTe fog Ifenn g 79 fod & W@ wied »inye Jg winy et gdaT dean| fon st Ay +ft
mifge & 3¢ UGt feg A fams ¥s 1 faaa i3 J 31 for feg 91 Afae g I& fa fer vs feg ude
A HEY B YITHTS famiTs &1 »ydt “Haf3 Hi3 His gftr w2 31 gouret w1 gans fom 397 3: “f38 waha
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I3 Hi3 His it fog maf3 Hiz Wik gftr A rivg s Jgufr A I feg w31 feg A TR A3 I
fen wnuet maf3 1i3 His gftr €3 It gam agar J1 feg Haf3 wiz His gftr A wisgnm wieg esr Jg |
fer wieg ere 99 § dvafefamimst fe® ured (willpower) I12 a1 HaSt iR Ia | oA gt wast
313 7% HEY 93aiasT feg If Ager J| fon g a3t a7% f HEH I9 37 & HidS T HIIHST 9 Ao
JI ITTA T EINGE I
A9 Afag His < 3t Hfs fdfemr ez wifen @ a1 7 daraatq)

T AfTE 3 312 W fapTs B 7Y © wUrd 3 Ygr 8§33 J, WA He A faps 7 33aHaE der J1 A9
gf*ﬂ»ﬂ'ﬁ,ﬁﬂcﬁﬂomz?QMqéwmﬁ,mﬁawﬂ@é?f&ﬂmMmfwwmém
J At JI
fen fog Hast 9rgs Jt g Afaars »i3 993 wdtet & wdtet yru3 g a1 fen g 7ast §
w3 At mHia < fagr Ater J1 Tdte »mudt 7 31 erg iR 96 U wrudt mlg, i wireas 7 wtsHT et
HIs foe| fon et 7 Af3T3 o) YameTs fams a1 wya 38 wis 7ier J s »nidt g mast #f
I3 & ATI193 oa fonn AfeT J 31 §R At § 919 wfas for 371 fans 998 7a:

1YY N1 €3 AN < 9d< Yyg IraTll
o fmia3 vy 991 & Bt 38AS uifag €337l (I1: T1: 7: Ua-991)

HYS W' I'< HITYg, Nad' »ivd 81 99, Nt e Ha3t, Hdl fada 9u <t it 13 g3t 33 e
WS J, NI AT »ied %1 78 73 9% 9d6 © AHIE J| i fmia3” e fan € 900 98 7% el Tod ot
FIET I 3 T Y ANIE A6 T w1 UeT Jel J w3 78 31 o1 I8AS, TY TIT, <9, IIH, 39, 3UB I I
7R 5| for 3t wisHferem o dies AT wr AT J|

i3 feg 899 33 o Aume a9 7gdt d 7wt J i famms © yarg w1 Jer 3| fo 5w famrms »iz g
FOH faPTs | T 39 JE T HASY J, I I forl, fUTs 3 THEIE e I W3 es Hod famims 3 dh sy
»ied fong Je e Jer J| frr 2 B8 3un fans 318 HEY © »ied Te S Aqr i3s T I AT I A H3™S
IS Tt HEY FoaH et I w13 fom T On foam grag @ Jg & i3 At J1 fom wightd Warg arend »13 3t
FEHTE YgTad WS frerdt 3 Ha3 J AR I | for et wgat J fa # famis usse 3, At ygrga w3 d9
fevers 1 Quen 9% Is B fed fadd gu It Hon faps & yay 9aa &t €7 § Jfae otz A fog 3t
U J 3 993 €19 98 3 Ha'd Ygiad »i3 YSeas! fimH3ers A JaHadTs, J94 BUeH 18, &3S
Bt gJSSTHAT (Brain washing)m,@@@mm%@%mm@@@@ma@%a
8t &y SR T3 TI3% IS | WA feoniarst gt & wivd Je &t Aqp w3Ts Uer 9 fifgrater J Gt wifzerh
J< Ia »3 fer T en BUd o1& 99 3 13 A fog Harg gra 7 ygrad »nyd fierdt 3 a3 I AR I5 |

foat IB3t feg AO faps € Uy 9361 993 #gdl J AET J1 5O ISt (ufefar Feaeen) »i3
mﬁw (Divine Wisdom) It ot fomit (Divine Laws) 5%&9@%@%%»@%#@@&
HOH %3 ATgEd fies A8 J1 fon &t 3t faar 3;

gafH 9AEl 98T &76d fafimm &g 11 (a1 a1 7: darq)

for 3t fam grgd =8 I8 & 83 &t et | Wiz fadsa, »maHferem o fies fife A e 1
feR »iorg 3 fog faor a1 AgeT 3 {9 97t 1 e8Ae wiufere™ 3 Wi3HfeHe™ ©1 ASd J|

3fd THZ HIT I1Ig IS || HEHY WU feafg a3t i
(H™S HIST 3, 117)
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frdtIa R qm
»3 JugT e ASUf3 S AG

JI99d& fHw faBeera

brar jiwanwala@hotmail.com

1. e HaWf3, 98 1o HG, THidE!, ST RS, UfaA3s © dfae Tt /i fom & 36 fasret
fodott | greae &1 A (faeTe), BYRs I fade (fewe) »13 fidt 99 e Jje (idt omim s | fra
J9 T At dfen I a3 g8< Higd €33 yen < Ifas e /i

2. J19 e fifw it 7811 JU UGH TS | T1Ta ST, e AU HTG | I1EaH Bi5t i3 %3
feg feg w3t fodnm Ittt T | fom 391 TR I fade feg @ fodt fommar firger 31 e Aet 3 afgs I Are
HA #3191 G 91331 3 YdIe, 7163 7 WA lis II... T 16 31 384, afe Hi3 He Jrerd| 31g e ot 7
Hfg, fag U wifgarg o Il fom w1 H3SE 89 I fa 9=t AaEt 1 913 @1 SHigrae, IHaiersT © Jfde o

3

3. fom T fefonr grg It <o J fnd w3 g for & »my@ 2gar &t g fewr fon ofa feg
ffimn firger J|

4. feg wimHs iz AR I fa fog a@ w3 Ife, wi Ife wife R &8 R 1735 3 1742 713 ( 1678-1685
Th) @ W UTH 31d TIETa feg wifeml| 1695 feg et <t ditEt Hurst @ ars fom & a-fis fafipr 3 prftmnfe
Uret w3 &) | fan yant 319 frg 31 Taed &3 3 987 farT ud I1g 7t © wifa<t® &< I8 ug @I &1 e
793 Yz 3 Hlgd, U fqlt 3 e || fiuas ot a3 9dt, g Are A 7rel|

5. B2 wimfe feg fiosl = iyt < vt g3t fors i3t ot 31 fame ¥ ads J 9fa3 Haw|
A Afggdt feg, HALHAT HSTg-AeTdl I8, Agard! vus »iewh aJd |

6. I1d Tl © WifE-ygd d<s iyl 39 3 #ivz &df /i Al i@ wa 2 2 uiz € urgs 37 gerfenr
Harefa Jfg fitw ga Ta3femT i wft: 51

7. YdIe 32 J1d 391 9Iwd | HIS fHe U Al 9red| SaH UaH ot fis uf3 Indt| wies gdt afsgar A
At 114 | AITS fAfE 71 7 1A I | ffa 3 AIE Tar 994 IdaT 1011

8. TAI et Ut 15; a1 Ut 9 3 3fs AN a1 anft, 391 A gaed Ao ged /e 3 J1 99
R Jj8 feg foa @1 &l AT © 3 {&fpe J: 791972 3 HITS fifre ot 9red 1 713 Ygida 333 HaZ o Hdt
Jg & WEHJE 94, iy Bfgd Bt fet mdiet §, fde uar <t It arg Az i3

9. 18 ™1F 1754 AH3, 3411 T 4y, Hie < T 9791 Y31 € 9ued! 878 B3& € 31die, Iret efemm g
g3 <t garedt <t 3die »3 I It 9% © J1g Jifde At f TEHI AT T edae J A sfeg wfea 9fE 3
WUTI3 BIET J | FHal 7Y, /3 1S, J@E 9%, g Ig A S P2 U3a Aa |

10. i< gfeg arfeq 98 T8 3 fifag o131 3 fa Faret v W faze Hard Ig /i uiee furdt sA d ums
NI& 3198, 1 Aanest &e! o3 fdomt T Hd3< Yo 39e 7ETs J, »13 7 39 43 o e a9e s, St Uart
Wy fuTdng 9 B, AT FdTe, Wy frurdin § feam = fid St w13 gt i <1 fidhoff, T e
< HANUf3 & F9e 2 THH I8 © UaT 901 3 TaA 9fd3 48d 71 feg edas a3 d|

11. 59< T U fer feg 31g # 3 S Je Sfagdter marfesr Harer J 3 gig /i iee Saw I8 | Trurt 3
WMGHS € W 3 fad iyl § e grfant| yg Iid it & fidi § gar &3 fa fogi €t 393 Aerd fe§ 3 v ga
[EASGIEASEWG A
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12. 98 wiftrfe; feg THa! o8 Ju T ed&e J|

13. Yaet wiftmnfe: feg yrem frgae @1 Rder 3| ufawt =g feg ugs fif@nn 3 fa <Amdt 1699 &t Aot
1695 § HATEL ITEt | Ug Wt AHE H3d frg 7 HeTel 1% J o fed foue @) I8t gt e 8 AT §9
Q i3t aret gt A1 B TS wiftfe <t ufaet Suh. »iand yay st wiand Jaatl I1g fur 3 Sga Aat
33 y3ru 391 35 FJ | Af31d UaA UeTde B 13 144 1| %3 iR wiftenfe feg fod 9ig feg Taardt 7 gt O
J8d Ha! dg Baf3 afd, 9963 J »e AfY| 967 9937 Ua], 1 98 I3 H I i1711303 1| for mifteife feg &g
&t St famer fa U3 ot urgS f3wirg fa< =izt areh, fitwt © 7R o2 7 Sad geame Ir, faadt aret udt aret
1t fa3amr gt Uit arehuit wife | o=t Aaruf3 3t fog ©rer J fa 31g /i & Ifa3 Hawmer Tt Haif3 Iea
Hf3 99, Y3 &1 BT FH | 13 fuzT A€t Ha, Af331d St IEH 1124 11140 || 99 NG FI3'9, ¥d & JE | WA
»i3fg afg I3 gafs aHrehal| fagt & et § &3 o371 80 ysh 9 I 29 Ydic IS H 38, 896 o Ta Jif3 |
0 FUHII UG I3, &rfa 3fa RSt 147 11163 1l w3 i3 3 feg S fayer I fa Irg 7t ammardt 7 | wide gu| Hed
AU A fsard | g A Tra Nl UaT 4l

14. Wfe H3<t feg AHH HUG %3 »iag T 2dae J1 ©d J1g I UTSHT, 9J3 Aas fHis Afe|

15. %&< Mt feg wideyd Wfas ® ufa® Wu © g J1 Ifagdie 93 @ »iEe 5| Ya sty
I& 3 IA AR I5| Fog WU 1700 T feg Tev I w3 w3 ffiw fon sardt feg fom 32 I | foi wifterfe feg Ua
HAZ & Ji% S It J1 AR 983 319 g9Yd 39, dA AoW wMUTdIEdIf3 §93 399 fg, 9HA3 I
AT N129 11325 |l

16. Bt Wpfe: IFTZ I wruSnri St & A w8 I 3 F3nia 93 g yas AT Harg & s J | fed
I 399 21 B Hee Haer I fon 3 37 st wiz a@ie St S3reott B3t Aot Ia 3 i3 yresmr it
<t J| fon B3 feg w9 o™ T foq gaH 93ret I3 HifawT Aiet J|

17. faira@ wiftmnfe feg »éTYd R T8 WU T 296 J1 YIS I §1 Adfde UTH Sdue Sa< 6|
393 el BJd m3 7Y Tt ST < &8 & J T3l Jgemit Ia | Mis- Ut v Aer J 3 Iimm A S udiee g
&di HEwT| fHw wEeyd 23 € HeTJ e I Ud 91d it gdE Set fde 96 | 7 fiw &t Hee 3t grg #t fiuri
mugwésﬁ%am1%031w%E?é‘e?dT&a?ﬁn@?waﬁﬁﬁa@éaﬂHﬂfgwﬂaﬂe@@f&ﬁaﬂH@aé
=EEUR]

18. g% WP 3 ATg Tt & © WU 3 IHeld Afge © WU §0 U3T 9% J | AdH 6ot 3 Yied fee’
& et 9i% & 13T TG »i3E T 8 Widg 7e gHdd fed I fae3a a3 AR I% | for Jis &t It Ea
friw Jgdte & afesr, 1 fiprar fifw yer J9t <t ara Afae wfontt 19 Hure3 o=t fas3mg, g »isr g of 1dft
Thort gfesret 3 ufast et Iet 9, 3 <t 3neia Jer J1 31 Afae < fod §91% w1 Ut dfent 7 w1 faerd feg
I FIeTJ ug ydt 3 I &t et fa fara | frg a1 & met et gt I falfe g arg difde fitw 7
WY HETS Hidl fed 71 3 Bl & A 3T

19. TJH T OHAT § £3 o HTBR B T& AT W3 HEB= feg yedre ot Tre/Ha3Ad <t B3t 3 gmie
TSI fByE T J< fiad F9e1 I A & <t 73y fifw, 319 y3mu ga+ dfu feg <18 9z feg Aegam ©
ffimm mreT Hiser J1 fog @ 1R = ffwi »3 W31 3191 Sd T HISHI A3 IIg 7 § HEE w1 &l fggd & e
W3 &1 It fori §TR R UZS T fidd Jaw J|

20. TUR mipTE AT I Tl R TUS T8 § JT A6 1d THET J | BRUI T A3 g InE3 fem gl e 33-
3R AII A EHMITE T T I IS TUSTEIRT J 3 §I fea »iad €8 § HI UR Ts | »ar® wiftmrfe feg
€I A T T T WETs feg gred 7a < e I9d 3H-UH € IR |

21. g gt 3 TR, A fifw wiurg | T g A st @3, I w3 T34 17991
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N A% Ufast W3t & faz3ma 3 7 fapmat Hidea fitw, Aa39, 3,31 Y, A »if37d 3 1967 feg gndt i, 31
I w1yt fererg Rfgs Sad 9d% It ot Jraeret § Jradrel o <t et B3 7t At adiz wirit st ity fitai3
T fedthui <8 J TBTEut Ittt I i3 »irfl TSt A1 AeiaTd 9t 96 JF | f8a 31 wirft 99 9 fam o1 farmt
G T, A I A ARA 3 ¥B g JT I, A AR I fe s gur Al & Ig vidm g 3 F A 8
Ur3ETg 91d Ifg difde mfae 7t § Jradrel © 3% Sifent 3 0 & Hua @1, a1dtes 3 Ua UR Ju e femr,
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Jeaf3 wifd SurEhng fafe nies fus fa=fats 1l
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iyt yzi ufy 2 A9 GHf3 2ug fafas
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M%@aﬂﬁwmmwaﬁam@aﬁﬂ%@fﬁwWW&HB@E}H?@W@%%W%
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YIS Mdg Af3Ad Hi3 T 1 AEE Ig Haf3 ufs 93T 11
Y G S 998 foar®T || 76 Afar gfar Irg FursT 2
J AOE fa3 qar dardt 1| IraHfy 98N »iaife faerdt (s 943)

I GIHT T8 USHI TITER I& fa 91t 91 3 waa &t | foa 91 »iia At & & 36t

131 91d 91d 3 Tt fefg vt »ifiz Ama 1l
13 T FJ AEF 7§ H'S U3y Id far3a nu i args2 i

I & YHSH €1 T U USHT 1l <1 e Ja:

AIAHISTY || S YIAAI S g5 |
ATgH{g1 Irefd IIE Jifde Y& gaH faramg nan Iam@n (st 1226)
i3 <3 FET T 3 HCH © Ua! fanral flequrs fiw 3 grafeaems fw Wizt dst edre erfeni edd!
AT I%, IS &1 5= USHY 3 fqurs §ud s wug Y=t 7ee I, Fufadr fitdt fifd 13 7ee I, 89 &
grde & wid ity Tt Hies €313 93 3 M AT wWiyd 3% Y Hal | Hiad g d famr 31 gt fammat
ettt Ehoff At ofE 332

Man is not logical and his intellectual history is a record of mental reserves and compromises. He hangs on to
what he can in his old beliefs even when he is compelled to surrender their logical basis.
John Dewey American - Philosopher 1859 — 1952
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BOOK REVIEW.
THE SIKH GURUS Title: THE SIKH GURUS: Embodiments of the Shabda
"“"""““""ﬁ“‘f" oo Author: Dr Surendra Singh Bhatti, Chandigarh
Publisher: White Falcon Publishing, Chandigarh, 2023, Pages: 344; Price: Rs.
2760)
Reviewer: Prof. Hardev Singh Virk, #14017, 30 Ave, Surrey, BC, Canada

DR SURINDERA SINGH BHATTI is a versatile genius, whom | called a “Holistic
Scholar” and “Creativity Incarnate” in my earlier reviews. Chandigarh
Newsline of Indian Express has nicknamed him “Chandigarh’s Mr Versatility”
based on his professional competence in 55 disciplines, including Art, Music,
Poetry, Painting, Aesthetics, Comparative Religion, Mysticism, Musicology,
Philosophy, Sociology, Geography, Planning, Creative Writing, and so forth.

o By training, Dr Bhatti is a professional architect, who retired as Principal of
Chandigar CoIIege of Architecture. How he got expertise and recognition in other disciplines is a trade secret of
Dr Bhatti. The Sikh Gurus: Embodiments of the Shabda is a magnum opus of the author which includes, in abstract
form, all information available about Sikh Gurus in Janam Sakhis (hagiographical accounts), Sikh history, Theology,
and Gurbani.

This volume consists of three Sections: Section | covers “Biographical Notes on Sikh Gurus”; Section I
consists of miscellaneous essays as “Support Material” to Section I; and Section Il is “Poetic Rendering” of
Gurbani. Dr Bhatti justifies the sub-title of his book as follows: “The Sikh Faith has Ten Masters, not human Gurus,
because Shabda is the only Guru in this distinguished religion. Just the same these rare humans by the Grace of
God are the most authentic exemplars as Embodiments of the Shabda. | must say that Shabda is not an ordinary
word coined during the torpor of dailiness. It is a priceless word received in Revelation directly from God sanctified
by divinity. Guru Nanak has used the epithet ‘NAAM’ to encompass the inviolable sovereignty of the Laws of the
Universe as well as the pious power of the Holy Name (of Lord God)”.

The author goes on to elaborate the power and beauty of Shabda: “A vast majority of peoples of the world
would look askance at the Sikh Faith’s claim that Shabda embodies incredible powers that no scientific instrument
or philosophy can ever decipher much less measure. Interestingly, the knowledge necessary to use Shabda cannot
be acquired in schools, colleges, and universities where they only teach you many skills of an amazing diversity
beginning with the simplest to the most sophisticated. Knowledge of Shabda that comes from inner awakening is
out of bounds for the worldly wise and the formally educated smart guys!”

Section | opens with the longest and most comprehensive write up: “Guru Nanak Dev: World’s Greatest
Prophet”. The author devotes 65 pages to cover all the events of Guru Nanak’s life, his teachings, odysseys called
Udasis, his philosophy of Oneness and his Revelations. In my view, no other Sikh writer has interpreted the
message of Guru Nanak so brilliantly as Dr. Bhatti. In his own words, he describes, “I have put my poetic rendering
in English of a selection of Gurbani done at different times over a few years as a result of afflatus that had dawned
upon me by God’s grace”.

The beauty of Dr Bhatti’s narrative is its simplicity, originality, and precision. He sums up Guru Nanak’s
teachings: “There is only one God without a second—omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient—and that all human
beings can have direct access to Him with no need of getting into the rigmarole of rituals, and without the
intervention of priests. His most radical social exhortations denounced the caste system and taught that everyone
is equal, regardless of caste, creed, gender, nationality, cultural prejudices, nationality, and ethnic eccentricities.
Some of the significant values that Guru Nanak instilled in his followers veered round his triune formula of “Kirat
Karo; Vand Chhako; and Naam Japo”.

Dr SS Bhatti
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The author further elaborates the implications of Guru’s revolutionary message: “Guru Nanak is the first
prophet who presented and propagated a cosmic view of life—piecing together the political, social, and
metaphysical imperatives of workaday existence into what | call Pragmatic Spirituality that encompasses the
terrestrial and the celestial, the mundane and the exalted, serving it on a platter to the low and weak. He
transformed his Revelation into a comprehensible mantra in the common folks’ language for ideal living through
“Earn thy living through honest means; share it with the less privileged; and meditate on God’s Holy Name”. Dr
Bhatti is dead sure that Guru Nanak received the Message of God by His grace through Revelation. His Bani is thus
soul-resurrecting and consciousness-exalting utterance sprung from artesian wells of direct knowledge within his
being that comes only from actual seeing, never by speculation and ratiocinative cerebration”.

Dr Bhatti is a proud connoisseur of Sikh Spirituality calling it Pragmatic Spirituality: “Guru Nanak ushered
an all-inclusive higher order of civilisation containing a complete set of moral and spiritual guidelines for
shouldering religious, social and political responsibilities so that even the masses could lead a holistic life. His was
a bloodless Revolution that sought to demolish the hegemony as much of the Brahmanical priest craft as of the
tyranny of the feudal lords. He sought to create an equal and just society for the downtrodden, humble, and the
weak. Throughout his life Guru Nanak taught the virtues of equality and dignity to all humankind irrespective of
their perverted practices, caste structures, gender biases, social maladies, and geo-political affiliations and
unending conflicts. In sharp contrast to the centuries-old customs and practices he accorded women equal status
in society. Pragmatic Spirituality as the directive principle of workaday existence is Guru Nanak'’s priceless gift to
all Humanity”.

Pragmatic Spirituality of Guru Nanak proved to be an elixir of life and panacea for curing ills of Indian
society: “Guru Nanak, the greatest Prophet of the World, was painfully aware of how men in power exploited the
meek and the hapless to turn them into eternal slaves to stay as their beneficent rulers. They used everything—
muscle power, mental power, power of caste, creed, social status, learning, political clout and what have you—to
achieve the one-point agendum of making people their slaves en masse. Guru Nanak’s genius lay in that he could
present the most abstruse and abstract ideas in simple and concrete terms in the language of the masses so that
they take full charge of their lives as God’s greatest gift”.

The author further brings out the unique character of Sikh religion: “I can vouch that the Sikh Faith in the
only religion so far based on Revelation of its founder [Guru Nanak] who himself has recorded this fact in his own
hand unlike the Holy Books of other religions that were written by the followers after the death of their founders.
Anyone in doubt of the verity of my averment must examine firsthand the mind-boggling description that Guru
Nanak has given of what we call cosmology and cosmogony”. In my view, no other religious scripture has
compatible scientific ideas on Cosmology as in the Sikh scripture, Guru Granth Sahib, enunciated by Guru Nanak
in Raaga Maru Sohle.

The author has eulogised the contribution of Guru Angad Dev to carry on the mission of Guru Nanak:
“Guru Angad was at once a spiritual teacher and a man of action. To him, religion was not only a spiritual
experience but a way of life in which every action must have ingredients of spirituality, humility, and love. This
can be achieved only when one is always conscious of the presence of God. He thus insisted that there should be
harmony between thought, word, and deed at once subsumed in the purity of life”.

The author has described the social and religious reforms brought out by 3rd Master, Guru Amar Das
during his ministry. Guru Jee established 22 preaching centres, called Manjis, in India to preach Sikh religion in
Punjab and other far-flung areas. Institution of Sangat, Pangat and Langar (free kitchen) was given primacy. No
visitor, howsoever high his status, was allowed to meet the Guru unless he partook langar sitting with the common
folk in a pangat (sitting in a row on flour). The Hindu custom of Sati and Purdah was abolished by the Guru. Widow
marriage was encouraged and allowed against the Hindu tradition.
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Guru Ram Das, the 4th Master of Sikh faith, was a great town planner who laid the foundation of Ramdas
Pur (the present-day Amritsar). He began the exercise with the digging up of the water pool by enlarging an
existing waterbody. The Guru invited and helped settle traders and craftsmen from fifty-two different professions,
leading to its rapid growth, so much so that in due course of time the town became the largest commercial centre
in the north- western region of the Indian sub-continent. Guru Ram Das also introduced a new and distinct code
and ceremony for solemnising Sikh marriages by the reading and singing of Laavaan [Sikh marriage ceremony with
four circumambulations round Sri Guru Granth Sahib]. To make a distinction between tenets of Sikh faith and
Hindu faith, Guru Jee prescribed that the person who calls himself a Sikh of the True Guru must observe the
following daily routine of life: One who calls himself, A Sikh of the True Guru, Shall get up early morning and
Meditate on God’s Holy Name. Bathe daily in the ambrosial pool, Obey the Guru’s instructions, Chant Lord God’s
Name, thus all sins and misdeed, Shall be erased from his life.

Dr. Bhatti has called Guru Arjan Dev, a Spiritual Symbiosis of Thought, Word, and Deed. His spiritual
resplendence glowed forth from his Naam-illuminated humility. Guru Arjan collected Bani of all his predecessor
Gurus and compiled it into a sacred Scripture of the Sikh faith, called Sri Guru Granth Sahib (SGGS), in present
times. Its message has universal appeal as it is meant for whole humanity without any distinction of caste, creed,
gender, and religion. The author pays his glowing tributes to 5th Guru: “I experience a strange delight in
contemplating the spiritual symbiosis between Guru Arjan DeV’s inspired Bani and his inspiring Life. Both are
palpably charged with the incredible power of humility which can melt even the most obdurate of human beings”.
Guru Arjan Dev laid the foundation of Sikh faith as a distinct religion by completing two grand projects:
construction of the holy Sikh Temple and compilation of holy Sikh scripture, SGGS.

The author has done full justice to accounts of life and achievements of all Sikh Gurus who imbibed the
spirit (Jot) of Guru Nanak. The creation of Khalsa by Guru Gobind Singh on Baisakhi of 1699 has been described by
the author as a climax in the history of Sikh faith. According to Dr Bhatti, “Guru Gobind Singh sought to establish
(and succeeded in doing so) two basic principles: (1) universal brotherhood without any distinction, and (2) the
spirit of self-sacrifice for others without demur. It was crystal clear to him that “The feeling of brotherhood can
only dawn after the annihilation of all (man-made) artificial barriers between man and man. The baneful caste-
system introduced by Manu and followed with a vengeance by the Brahmin had to be nullified.”

Section Il has two dozen essays of historical importance, including Zafar Nama, Golden Temple, Sri Guru
Granth Sahib, Religion, Science, and the Universe. Some essays are devoted to prominent Sikh personalities of
Guru era, for example, Bhai Gurdas, Bhai Buddha, Baba Sri Chand, Bhai Nand Lal Goya, and Bhai Ghanaiya. | have
read most of these essays to savour the beauty of Dr Bhatti’s narrative but confine myself to 3-4 essays only.

“Golden Temple: The Marvel of Sikh Architecture” is a brilliant essay based on author’s 3rd Ph.D. Thesis.
Dr Bhatti’s description of Golden Temple architecture is based on sublime ideas of divinity and humility of Sikh
Faith: “In the Building Design of Sri Harmandar Sahib, the Spirit of Architecture has been caught in a billowing
breath of devotion, in total surrender to God, Who in His own sweet Will, joyously filled the architect’s heart,
completely cleansed of egotism, as a worthy receptacle of His Grace. This architecture is thus a Religion of Feeling
concretised in the elements of Space, Structure, and Form—at once Universal and Timeless, like God’s Own
Immanent Divine Creativity: An Architecture in which Religion dwells as a Living Force to reunite souls, wandering
on the wasteland of Maya (illusion), with the Logos or God’s Word (Shabda)”.

In “Religion, Science and the Universe”, the author laments: “It is ironical that Scientists accept the
hypothesis of Big Bang Singularity but shy away from Guru Nanak’s mystical ‘Singularity’ that he proclaims by
attaching the Numeral ‘1’ to God’s name by which he begins to share his Revelation: Ik Oankar.” | agree with his
cryptic remark: “Both the Religionist and the Scientist suffer from Blind Faith. The former believes in the
omniscience of Religion to show the way to our ultimate destination through the dark corridors of Time that run
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through unchartered terrains of Space. The latter believes in the omnipotence of Science to solve all imaginable
problems to the benefit of all and sundry. However, nothing of this kind has so far happened in either case”.

Dr Bhatti is well versed with the domains of Science and Religion: “Religion and Science are two major
tools of apprehending the Universe which in India was classified centuries ago into two categories: the Inner World
of Mind, and the Outer World of Matter. These two are respectively referred to as the Subjective World and the
Objective World. By its very nature and scope, Religion based on faith is associated with the Inner World whose
worth can be validated only by Experience that narrowly belongs to an individual human person. In sharp
contradistinction, Science deals with the Outer World by observation, hypothesis, measurements, and lab
Experiment whose success makes it universal and accessible to all human beings”.

The author wants to project the intrinsic nature of Gurbani as a unique phenomenon in “God in Sri Guru
Granth Sahib”: “Gurbani is none of these things: philosophy, poetry, mythology, and mysticism as commonly
understood”.

Section lll “Poetic Rendering” has some random selection of miscellaneous shabds from Gurbani of SGGS
and Dasam Granth. As a preface to poetic rendering of Japuji, author writes: “Interestingly, translation prods me
on to explore the languages concerned and delve beneath their obvious differences down to their cultural and
artistic nuances steeped in cosmic correspondences. Such a self-assigned task has been deepening my
understanding of the Sacred Word when the subject happens to be Religion, Spirituality, and Mysticism”. A special
feature of this section is addition of his paintings by the author to communicate the message of the holy shabd.

As a reviewer, | consider it my duty to point out some minor discrepancies in the book under review. On
page 77, under Piri heading, the author wrongly ascribes the Gurbani quote to Guru Amar Das. It is Guru Ram Das
who prescribes the daily routine for Sikhs in his Bani, not Guru Amar Das. On page 24, author refers to an
inscription on Guru Nanak’s memorial in Istanbul, Turkey. This fake news was spread by Dr D.S. Chahal of
Montreal, a renowned Sikh Scientist and Scholar, as his discovery but later he revised his views in 2007. It
happened due to misinterpretation of the text of the inscription on the monument. In the essay, “Quintessence
of Sikh Gurus’ Contributions”, there is a lot of repetition of text from Section |, “Biographical Notes”. The author
needs to adopt a standard system of reference to quote Gurbani shabds and other citations in the text.

| must congratulate the author for bringing out this encyclopaedic work on Sikh Gurus. It will be a useful
REFERENCE source for scholars of Sikh Studies worldwide. It has a matchless beauty of narrative written in flawless
English. It will cater to the needs of all age groups. The hagiographic stories of Gurus’ life translated from Janam
Sakhi genre (tradition) in Punjabi language have mesmerising effect. They touch the core of heart of the seeker
for truth. The message of ONENESS of Sikh Gurus, assimilated in Guru Nanak’s IKONKAR, needs to be propagated
all over the globe.

The Hijacking of
Guru Nanak's™
Birthdate

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tliBrKSxyEl https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zrMmnXOHc9c
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YouTube Videos on Sikhi Vichar Forum

Note: These are links to playlists.
Clicking on the link will take you to all the videos that are within the
topic.

1) Hijacking of Sikhi (12 ideos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOXR9zz iEOFKOKYe4bQCdII

2) Sikhi Concepts (12 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOVCUDb yKLAhrMZMHEHW rh

3) Concepts Revisited (3 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOUVQ5AsbBzP33wzRIFUD6 5

4) Sikhs and Sikhi in the 215 C (3 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOW-J5emobAymZ6XzOwFNHV1

5) Understanding Guru Nanak (6 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOVh6a8KAVs6hM4LWxOctFVN

6) Guru Nanak’s Concept of God (1 Video)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOXedQqgagCs1l0Cf-aOwivLt

7) Preamble of the SGGS (Ek Oangkar, Opening Verse, First Salok) 3 Videos.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_YigetSYIOWeGh0Oavv6fDJQU3jrCqkfx

8) Leadership of the SGGS (10 videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOVvEaiGFSUwtbt8MPfPMKtf

9) Gurbani and Women (4 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOXId6rFgBCwdubJAlas1zkl

10) Sikh History (Parkash Diharra, Gurgaddi Diharra & Vesakhi) 5 Videos
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_YigetSYIOVFtBCsVCnaXORUtb-1J4TO

11) Ragmala (I Video)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOVVEadJ7f 90ZWLCGd2Com6

12) Jap Bani (32 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOUUHmM4Ghj3nSXHGNvrOaumt

13) Sidh Goshat (33 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_YigetSYIOVIGkAXw-tvJCtOfLrrcoFY

14) Sohila (5 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOXMJDs1nZVjs3KylscnnHb8

15) Editorials (2 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOWszAS1wzSgMAJfNms6Lk8w

16) Errors in the SGGS (4 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOXJCLINPMmWvDxitK7gSa0B

17) Global Sikh Council Special Messages (4 Videos)
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL YigetSYIOWJxegDWI3kNol1dPL-wh5CS

18) New Books on Sikh (2 Videos) https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL_YigetSYIOWvOBhxnRmFBu8gxOtBx9nQ
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Note to Contributors

The Sikh Bulletin invites articles on matters relating to Sikhi. Essays that adopt CRITICAL approaches
towards Sikh matters and issues are given priority for publication. Articles devoted towards exploring
the messages of Gurbani as contained within the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS) are particularly
welcome.

Manuscripts must be in English or Gurmukhi and must begin with a title page that includes
the names, e-mail addresses, and affiliations of all authors. References must be properly cited.

Manuscripts need to be submitted online to editor@sikhbulletin.com or
dhillon99@gmail.com and must be in Microsoft Word (.doc). The preffered font for English
characters is Calibri font size 11. Gurbani and Gurmukhi characters must be in Unicode (Nirmla Ul).

The maximum length for each article in a regular issue is 5,000 words.

Note on Use of Gurbani Verses and Translations by Authors

When quoting Gurbani in their articles, authors are required to provide the Gurmukhi version of the
full verse and a romanised version. Mention musts be made of the page where it is to be found in
the AGGS. In line with the aspirations of The Sikh Bulletin, authors must provide translations of
Gurbani verses that break from the mould of vedantic, yogic and literal slants prevalent in orthrodox
translations. Articles relying solely on Gurbani translations as provided by Sant Singh Khalsa MD’s
English Translation will NOT be published.

Note to Readers

The Sikh Bulletin is published in electronic format and is being sent to readers whose e-mail addresses
are in our distribution list. Please feel free to forward this issue to your contacts. Alternatively, you
may provide us the e-mail addresses of friends and family who would like to receive The Sikh Bulletin
regularly.

The Sikh Bulletin (including past issues) may be accessed at www.sikhbulletin.com. More
recent issues can also be accessed at www.sikhivicharforum.org. Archived copies of the Sikh
Bulletin can be retrieved here: https://archive.org/details/sikh-bulletin.

The views expressed by authors are their own. Please send feedback at
editor@sikhbulletin.com

Thank you for your continued support of The Sikh Bulletin. Editor.

You have three choices in life. You can watch things happen, make things happen or wonder what the hell
happened.
Dale Carnegie, American Writer (1811 — 1955)
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