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GUEST EDITORIAL
Thriving Worldwide Sikh Community
Gurpal Singh Khaira, California, USA
The spirit of Guru Nanak is well and alive in the thriving worldwide Sikh
community. Despite the petty controversies being given the center stage by
a handful at the helm of Sikh religious and political affairs vast majority of
mainstream Sikh public is either ambivalent or indifferent to these
shenanigans. These tricksters have been with the Sikh religion from the
day Guru Nanak Dev ji started his mission but the Sikh public always
recognized them and expelled the schisms by appending appropriate labels
such as Minas, Dhirmalias, Ram Raias, etc. Later the Tat Khalsa also
purged itself similarly. Even the well meaning movements like the
Naamdhari and Nirankari lost favor with the public when they became
schismatic under their successive leaderships. The current politically
appointed clergy at Akal Takhat known as Jathedar behaves like a stern
Avyatollah, a blind improbable dictator who has decided to recreate Sikhi in
his own myopic image. He is being presented as representative of God.
How could any body argue against the representative of Waheguru for
all the Sikhs on earth? However, the present situation is no different than
the many in the past and the ayatolic control by one or the other individual
will be shended in due time. The Sikh public will continue to practice the
most honorable religion of all as advised by Guru ji. A9 aH Hfg HHS

U9y | Ifd & &y AfY f69HS J9H | (SGGS p262).

Where ever the Sikhs go in the world to make their home they make their
presence felt through hard work with honesty, dignity and integrity. It is a
matter of pride for the community that the prime minister of India is a Sikh
who was selected for the position because of his ability. Under his able
stewardship reconciliation with Pakistan appears to be possible. Economic
and cultural ties are being reestablished between the two Panjabs. Indian
armed forces are being reorganized to defend the country from the new
forms of dangers and warfare by the able Sikh army chief. The concept of
Chardi Kala gives them the self-image, anything you can do | can do
better. In the words of the noted Sikh writer Khuswant Singh “this
upmanship has sustained the community miniscule in numbers but grand in
achievements.” It is remarkable that Sikhs are now in the forefront in the
political arena in Canada and UK. They are represented in the national
parliaments as well as provincial legislatures, local city and town councils.
They hold ministerial portfolios in both provincial and national level
Governments. A Sikh even became the premier of the Canadian province
of British Colombia. These Sikh individuals got elected through their
dedicated service to the Canadian and British public where majority of the
constituent are non Sikh. Reaardless whether these elected individuals are
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clean shaven, turbaned, or amritdharis they are all Sikhs and
proud of belonging to the Sikh faith and the Sikh community.
Through the efforts of a Sikh MP Gurbakhsh Singh Malhi the
Canadian parliament building has been hosting the recitation
of Akhand Patth once every year for almost a decade now. It
is interesting to note that none of these remarkable Sikh
individuals have ever held any position or membership in the
fractious Gurudwara management committees.

In the economic field the Sikhs are not behind any other
community. They boast per capita more millionaires in the
United States. They have made their fortunes in agriculture,
real estate, manufacturing and electronics. They have
excelled in the academics, scientific and medical fields in
India as well as in the Diaspora. Sikh students are recognized
in the finest universities in India, Canada, USA and UK for
their high achievements.

It is true that fissiparous Akali leadership have created more

Akali Dals to the detriment of the Sikh community in India
and in the Diaspora. The appointed Jathedars of the revered
Sikh Takhats are patronizing immoral and corrupt Sant/Babas
who grease their palms. The current controversial Jathedar
of Akal Takhat has visited more homes in USA, Canada,
and UK in pursuit of Dakhshna (offerings) than Gurdwaras
to preach, propagate and explain Sikh religion and Sikh
values as enshrined in Shri Guru Granth Sahib especially
to young Sikhs. He is a traditionalist and considers traditions
inherited from the mahant era even if contrary to Gurmat,
take precedent over Gurbani of Shri Guru Granth Sahib. Akal
Takhat is being used as a police post to punish and mute the
reform minded critics of religious hypocrisy being practiced
under the leadership from the Akal Takhat. It is also true that
the reformist are bent on open frontal attacks designed to
destroy the character and demonize the opponent rather than
logically explain their points of view to achieve acceptance
or compromise. This provides maximum media coverage
especially from the hostile section of the press in India. These
widely reported attacks tend to harden the resolve of the
traditionalists to defend by all means legal or illegal.

The rapid delivery of information through internet media is
bringing awareness of true meaning and interpretation of
Gurbani of Shri Guru Granth Sahib. The public is becoming
aware of meaningless and some time anti Gurmat rituals
practiced and propagated by spiritually devoid granthis
masquerading as jathedars and Sant/Babas. People are newly
discovering the old truth that rituals are containers that hold
people and bind them to cults, schisms, demigods but not to
Waheguru. It is always possible for unethical people to find
some obscure tradition or rule to justify anything including
practices against the dictates of Gurbani. Such is the case in
barring women from reciting keertan and participating in
Service at Shri Darbar Sahib. Internet has made it possible
for intelligent gursikhs from all over the world to cooperate

and organize to counter these holders of lofty Sikh religious
positions in Amritsar and propagate spiritual and ethical
principles enshrined in Gurbani.

Over the last several years the Jathedars of Sikh
Takhats and Sikh politicians from Panjab discovered
that well established Sikh communities in the Diaspora
especially the ones in USA, Canada and UK are fantastic
cash cows. It appears to be easier and may be cheaper for
them to travel to these countries than to Delhi or Bombay
from Amritsar. They come to these countries in hordes as
invites of various deras of sant/babas or gullible Sikhs in
control of few Gurdwaras. They are also coming at the
invitations from the wealthy individuals to bless marriages
and even birthday parties just by being present for a hefty
fee. This steady stream of these “holies” to California
prompted this writer to conduct a very informal survey of
participants in the Sunday Sangats in some Northern
California Gurdwaras by asking a simple question, “who is
the current Jathedar of Akal Takhat?”” Most Gursikhs will
be surprised to learn that well over 97% of them did not
know the name of the most controversial so called
highest of the high priests of the Sikhs. Most people are
concerned with the day to day problems of life and visit
Gurdwara on Sundays to thank Waheguru for His
blessings. They are content with being good Sikhs and
decent human beings.

These Jathedars are paid salaries and any offerings made to
them are not for their person but for the revered Takhats
they represent. These must be honestly deposited in the
Takhat account. It is a well known that none of these
Jathedars may have ever turned over any of these offerings
at their respective Takhats. It is sad that SGPC is fully
aware of this dishonesty by its appointed and paid “Holies”.
This makes the ill gotten income subject of concern to the
legal authorities of both provincial and national
Governments in India. It also violates the laws of the
countries where the offerings are made. Personal income
earned by foreign nationals is subject to with-holding
income taxes. In India the authorities should investigate
their holdings which will be found to be disproportionate to
their known sources of income. Even the ill gotten income is
subject to national income tax which Jathedars are also
required to pay.

Sikhs as a community however, have miserably failed to
establish institutions and organizations for the well being
of the community. The only acceptable institution to the
Sikh is Gurdwara. No Sikh is ever motivated to provide
financial or other type of support unless the institution or
organizers provide massive ego stroking. But the time is
here to wipe out corruption from the religious
institutions and shun the cults and schisms. Sikh public
deserve better from its religious and political
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representatives. The community despite all its successes
must work to bring its clergy under control if Sikh
spirituality is to be preserved and practiced as preached
by Gurbani.

*kkkk

FAITH AND REASON IN RELIGION
Dr Sarjeet Singh Sidhu
50 Jalan Bintang, Taman Sunrise, 31400 Ipoh, Perak, Malaysia
sarjeetsidhu@gmail.com

ABSTRACT

An attempt has been made to delineate the role of faith and reason in
religion, an attempt that will probably fall short of scholarly standards. Still
it is hoped that as a result of this paper some discussion will be generated
and some intelligent sense made of the issue. It is clear (to this writer at
least) that whilst a great deal of any religious belief relies on faith alone,
there has to be some point beyond which such faith must be supported by
reason. From the Sikh viewpoint reliance on mere faith stops, or should stop,
after the acceptance of the existence of God and of the teachings of the Aad
Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS); any issue outside of this has to be open to
intelligent discussion and to change where necessary.

INTRODUCTION

Is religion a matter of faith or reason?

Avre the two incompatible?

Does one have priority over the other?

These and similar questions often occupy the minds of those
who want to believe, but whom reason advises otherwise. Many
issues of religion make no ‘reason-able’ sense. This paper is an
attempt at defining the role and/or limitations of the two in
relation to Sikhism.

Faith

A belief in the existence of God is the first and most important
‘leap’ of faith that a ‘religious’” person makes. A fact that must
be accepted, if this discourse is to have any meaning, is that a
belief in the existence of God is based on faith alone. God
cannot be reasoned into existence no matter what the arguments.
One can try to 'rationalise' the belief in the existence of God but
cannot 'prove’ His existence; 'reason’, as used by ordinary
people, demands that the existence of God be proven. The
existence of God, therefore, has to be ‘given' if the discussion is
to proceed.

The role of faith in religion does not end there. Many of the
dogmas of any religion will require heavy doses of faith. A
comparison between the Judaeo-Christian-Islamic tradition
(Middle-Eastern Tradition) and the Indian Tradition (Hindu,
Sikh, Jain, etc) will help to illustrate. The Middle-Eastern
Tradition believes in a Heaven and Hell, in Resurrection and a
Day of Judgement, after death. The Indian Tradition, on the
other hand, believes in reincarnation and the cycle of births and
deaths and finally a release from this cycle. Obviously both
traditions cannot be 'right' (though it is logically possible that
both may be wrong); neither is it possible to prove any one
Tradition 'right' by use of reason. In each case the belief has to
be taken on faith alone. There are those who subscribe to
fideism. They affirm the priority of faith (fides) over reason and
hold that religious belief systems are not ultimately subject to
rational evaluation.

The other extreme (strict rationalism) holds that in order for a
belief system to be properly and rationally accepted, it must be
possible to prove that the belief system is true. (Here prove
means 'to show that a belief is true in a way which is
convincing to any reasonable person.' [4]). One would be hard
put to convince either party as to the importance, or truth, of
the other’s stance. For most ordinary individuals, however,
faith is important up to a point, beyond which some reason
must prevail.

To begin with, a belief in any religion is based on faith alone.
Most have no difficulty with faith when they see the
‘awesomeness’ of the world around them and of the Universe;
they cannot believe that there is no Creator for all this. They
feel there has to be a “‘purpose’ to our life and to all Creation.
These are matters “spiritual’ and those who believe cannot be
convinced about the non-existence of a Creator. Subscribing to
a religion also requires a faith in its preceptor or founder, and in
the Scriptures of the religion. The preceptors (founders) of the
faith are Divinely-inspired men (and women) and the
‘Revelation’ (scripture) has to be taken on faith, since it is a
‘revelation’ only to those who receive it first-hand; for the rest
of us (followers) it is “hearsay’ (many times over) and has to be
believed on faith alone. When one claims to be a Sikh one
unequivocally states that one has faith in the existence of One
God, faith in the teachings of the Ten Gurus (from Guru Nanak
to Guru Gobind Singh), and faith in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib
(AGGS), the Holy Scripture of the Sikhs. In the final analysis it
is a profession of faith in God and in the AGGS.

Thus it is clear that ‘faith’ plays a major role in any religion;
without faith there can be no God or religion. Most “believers’
have no problems accepting ‘spiritual’ matters and certain
dogmas on faith alone. The quarrel arises when the clergy, or
other, usually self-appointed, ‘guardian’ of the faith, tries to
enforce ‘un-reason-able’ rules and regulations, unrelated to
'spiritual” matters, upon the laity, all in the name of religion or
God. It is when religion begins to dictate our mode of dress,
what we can or cannot eat, the manner in which we have to
behave in relation to scriptures, etc, without providing a
rational basis for those demands that we refuse to accede to
those demands. Today, more than ever, any religious ‘control’
over us must appeal to reason or must accept rebellion and
refusal instead. For the Sikhs (at least for this writer) the main
question of faith ends with the belief in God and the AGGS.
Beyond that, any rule, regulation or dogma must stand to
reason if it is to be followed or enforced. Admittedly, any
organization, and the Sikh Panth is an organization, will need
some rules or a Code for it to function as a unit. That the
imposition of some of those rules will, quite naturally, be
objected to by some is not unexpected. The disagreement
should not, however, result in “excommunication”, and yet,
that precisely is what happens when any thinking member of
the Sikh Community questions any pronouncements of the
“pontiffs” of the faith.

It is necessary to reiterate that this paper will contend that a
Sikh, having accepted the existence of God and the truth of
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spiritual matters as contained in the AGGS on faith, has a right
to demand a reason-able explanation for any religious
requirement not covered by the AGGS but made in the name of
the faith, has a right to be consulted on matters that affect him, a
right to be heard without any fear of “excommunication”.
Reasoning

It is worth remembering that “About the only point of agreement
amongst the various scholars of Sikhism is the authenticity of the
verses in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGSO [1]. Its
uniqueness as a scripture, in that we still possess the original
copy signed by Guru Arjan Dev, makes it the most important
reference material for the study of Sikhism. Any fundamental
concept, dogma, ritual or supposed episode in the lives of the
Gurus must be in consonance with the teachings of the AGGS.
Anything that conflicts with the scripture should be rejected. Of
course there will always be issues that cannot be resolved by
merely referring to the AGGS. It is in these areas that Sikh
scholars will have to tread carefully.” [7]

Equally, it means that issues on which the AGGS is silent are
open to debate, and any rule enforced in the name of the faith
must stand to reason if it is to be accepted by the Community.
Even then it will mean that such rules will be amenable to
change if the circumstances so require. The AGGS exhorts Sikhs
to first evaluate the philosophy and to accept it only if
convinced:

Pehla Vast Sivaan ke Ta Kiche Vapaar

AGGS, M1, p 1410. [1, 2]

In Gurbani the “Highest importance is given on the deliberation
and discussion on the sabd of the Guru”.

AGGS, M1, p904. [1, 2]

Only those who have a discerning intellect can understand things
in their real perspective

Bujhe Bhujanhar Bibek

AGGS, M5, p 285.[1, 2]

And those who have a discriminating intellect are wealthy in
knowledge:

So Dhanwanta Jis Budh Bibek

AGGS, M5, p 1150. [1, 2]

Thus, with the AGGS advising us to use our intellect and reason
even in matters of accepting the philosophy of the Gurus, it does
seem strange that our “leaders” (Jathedars of the various Takhts
and so-called sants) demand unquestioning obedience to their
diktats.

Some Issues

So many rituals that are obviously against Nanakian Philosophy
embodied in the Gurbani, incorporated in the AGGS, are being
practiced by Sikhs all over the world and these have been
discussed before [6]; a further discussion of these will therefore
be dispensed with. It is not the aim of this paper to enumerate
those practices which, according to this writer, common sense
and intelligent thought abhors. Nevertheless it may be worth
pointing to some issues that need tackling at the ‘highest’ level:

1. Excommunications: A writer (Gurbaksh Singh Kala
Afghana, in this case) is excommunicated by the Akal Takht

4.

Jathedar (ATJ) because he uses the AGGS as the
touchstone and points out to the obvious defects in the
book Gurbilas Patshahi 6. A ‘...meeting of the Sikh
clergy, held at the Akal Takht secretariat, unanimously
resolved that Mr Kala Afghana had indulged in
blasphemous activities and contents of his books were
against the Sikh tenets.” [9]. Even this in itself would not
be reason for excommunication as, according to Nanakian
Philosophy, no one, including the ATJ, has any power or
right to excommunicate any Sikh. The newspaper goes on
to report: “In his last letter written to Giani Joginder Singh
Vedanti, Jathedar, Akal Takht, Mr Kala Afghana had used
derogatory language describing him as a ‘liar’ and ‘maha
pappi’. Taking serious note of the language used, Jathedar
Vedanti said it was unpardonable.” [9] Assuming that
Kala Afghana had indeed used intemperate language,that
would still not entitle the ATJ and his cronies to
excommunicate Kala Afghana. Perhaps the reason for the
excommunication was the fact that the book had been
endorsed by the Akal Takht Jathedar. The ease with which
some of these Jathedars excommunicate people must end.
Some of those who have been excommunicated in the past
have been men of stature, firm and fair in their beliefs,
refusing to let the Clergy run rough-shod over them;
indeed one can almost wear the ‘excommunication’ as a
badge of honour and distinction rather than of shame.

Langar Hukumnama: A non-issue that had already been
deliberated upon, and decided upon, is unilaterally ‘re-
decided’ by the (then) ATJ. The fact that no rule was being
broken by allowing tables and chairs in the langar , that it
was not against the AGGS, that common sense dictated
that it was a harmless (useful even) practice, did not have
any effect on the ATJ. Till today every Gurdwara is
divided over the issue. For those who would support the
ATJ’s stand it is simply a question of blind obedience;
they see no point in using their intellect.

Dasam Granth: We are, | believe, ‘forbidden’ to even
bring up this issue, let alone intelligently discuss it. Why?
Historians tell us that just prior to his demise Guru Gobind
Singh made only the AGGS as the “Eternal Guru”; he did
not say that his own writings were to be accorded the
status of Canon. What’s more the overwhelming majority
of the writings in the so-called Dasam Granth are not only
not-in-consonance with the AGGS but are downright
vulgar. Most scholars are clear that these are not the
writings of Guru Gobind Singh. Why are we disallowed
from using our intellect to debunk, or prove correct, that
the Granth indeed entirely contains Guru Gobind Singh’s
writings?

Ragmala: Much has been written about this by Sikh
scholars and the controversy continues to rage; yet the
issue has not only been left unresolved but remains out of
bounds for discussion. Why? Are we to shut our minds
forever just because most ‘graduates’ of the Sant Samaj
disagree with the findings and logical reasoning of more
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learned scholars? All the other writings in the AGGS say
something on one or more of the following: the attributes of
God, about worship, justice, compassion, ethics, etc. They
teach mankind valuable lessons. What does the Ragmala
teach? To what divine attribute does it allude? It cannot be
denied that “The composition is not integral to the theme of
the Guru Granth Sahib, and [that] it has little musicological
or instructional significance.” [8]

5. Reht Maryada: The ‘Code’ is obviously outdated and
redundant in some areas. It needs revision. Yet any
suggestion to that effect will have so many up in arms. Is
the Reht also divinely inspired? The Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee (SGPC) initiated the preparation of
the Reht Maryada in 1927 and approved the final version
only in 1945. [5] This long process was necessary to allow
Sikh scholars to deliberate on the sources that were used to
formulate the Maryada; they rightly rejected those portions
of the available rahitnamas, and other documents, that they
considered out of harmony with the AGGS, and those that
were considered inappropriate (politically incorrect, to use
the current jargon). These scholars were not infallible and
may well have incorporated in the maryada injunctions that
are absurd by today’s standards, needing expunging or
modifications.

Conclusion

1. Whilst the role of “faith’ is undeniably important in religion,
after that initial acceptance of religious truths based on faith
there has to be a point beyond which reason must prevail over
faith; if for no other reason then at least because ‘Out of all of
the sects in the world, we notice an uncanny coincidence: the
overwhelming majority just happen to choose the one that their
parents belong to. Not the sect that has the best evidence in its
favour, the best miracles, the best moral code... when it comes
to choosing from the smorgasbord of available religions, their
potential virtues seem to count for nothing, compared to the
matter of heredity. This is an unmistakable fact; nobody could
seriously deny it.” [3]

2. Having accepted Sikhism without question, by virtue of birth,
it will not be enough for future generations to accept everything
else that is demanded in its name without a sound, rational
argument to support it. To prevent abuse of religion, intelligent,
rational and compassionate dogmas, in harmony with the AGGS,
become even more important, knowing that ‘... people with full
knowledge of the arbitrary nature of this heredity, somehow
manage to go on believing in their religion, often with such
fanaticism that they are prepared to murder people who follow a
different one.” [3] In the final analysis reason will prevail over
faith — it must.
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SIKHISM AND CHRISTIANITY

A Comparison between the Two Credos
Baldev Singh, 316 R Glad Way, Collegeville, PA 19426, USA,
EMail:baldev6@aol.co
Rejoinder to Rev. Tony Zekveld

Abstracts

Sikhism has been distorted in literature largely because of the
influence of Vedantic philosophy to represent it as part of
Hinduism. Now some Christian theologians are using this
flawed literature to compare Christianity with Sikhism. In
contrast to that we know that Aad Guru Granth Sahib (AGGS)
is the only authentic source to understand the Nanakian
Philosophy (@@Hf3, Gurmat). According to AGGS, Guru

Nanak rejected all the essentials of Hinduism: incarnation of
God, caste system, transmigration, karma, hell, heaven, gods,
goddesses, and idol worship. Guru Nanak also rejected the
method or approach of attaining salvation preached by the
Semitic and the Indian religions. Moreover, while the
fundamentalist Christians oppose the teaching of evolution
even in the twenty-first century, Guru Nanak discussed and
imparted credence to the subject of evolution of life about five
hundred years ago, roughly 350 years before Charles Darwin.
Furthermore, while the custodians of Christianity were
investing despots with “divine rights” and the Hindu elite was
hailing them as Ishwro va Dillishwro va (the king of Delhi is as
great as God); Guru Nanak denounced them and their allies in
no uncertain terms. He called for the establishment of just
rule—Halemi Raj (the rule of humility and benevolence).
Nanakian philosophy postulates that the ultimate source of
spiritual as well as temporal power is Godhead.

Introduction

In September 2004 Colonel G.B. Singh, the author of Gandhi:
Behind the Mask of Divinity came across a Web site, “Hope for
Sikhs” operated by Reverend Tony Zekveld, Canada-based
missionary. Expectedly his motives were to witness the Sikhs
for the purposes of converting them to Christianity. G.B. Singh
persuaded the Reverend to have an open debate on the Bible--
God, soul, and heaven etc. on the pages of Sikh Spectrum, an
online publication. At that time G.B. Singh asked me to add my
comments on these topics from the perspective of Nanakian
philosophy. This particular article is an updated version of my
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“A Comparison Between the Two Credos: Christian and Sikh:
Rejoinder to Rev. Tony Zekveld.” This earlier version was
published on Sikhspectrum.com in its November 2005 issue.

Discussion

Like G.B. Singh, | too would like to express my thanks to the
Reverend for sharing his article with us. G.B. Singh has already
written two letters explaining some problems in the article
authored by Reverend Zekveld'. For the understanding and
discussion of Nanakian philosophy, Aad Guru Granth Sahib
(AGGS)? is the only authentic source; not what others have
written about it, which is the case most often we encounter. In
the last issue of the Sikh Spectrum, G.B. Singh has described the
attributes of Biblical God straight from the Hebrew and
Christian texts of the Bible* whereas Reverend Tony Zekveld
has used the interpretations of others (Hindus, Christians and
others) to describe Guru Nanak’s God. That is why his article
contains many erroneous statements and misinterpretations.” It is
beyond the scope of this article to respond to all of them,
therefore, | am discussing only a few of them, which show very
clearly Reverend’s misunderstanding or misinterpretation or
ignorance of Gurmat.

1.The Granth Sahib states the simple fact that God created the
universe. How and why He created no one knows.
Furthermore, by the immanence of God, the Sikh means that
the universe is '"an emanation of God, who willed its
existence,” like a spider, which emits its own web from itself.
Sikhs, therefore, do not have any difficulty with the scientific
theories of evolution....

I find this statement amusing. What is Reverend trying to say? Is
he trying to scare ignorant and simple-minded people just
because the Sikhs believe in the scientific validity of evolution?
While the Biblical God is opposed to the idea of evolution of
life, the Nanakian philosophy (Gurmat) supports it. While the
fundamentalist Christians oppose the teaching of evolution even
in the twenty-first century, Guru Nanak discussed and imparted
credence to the subject of evolution of life about five hundred
years ago, roughly 350 years before Charles Darwin, and come
to think of it, finally, science is catching up with the Nanakian
philosophy. Moreover, the Creator according to Guru Nanak is
Itself evolving as in the very act of creation of the cosmos when
the Transcendent became Immanent—the Invisible became
Visible—the Unmanifest became Manifest. Guru Nanak has
expressed his views on the vastness of the cosmos, the time of
its creation and how it came into being.
When was the cosmos created?
ST A T Y3 d== a<< fafs ag= =9I
a=fs A 33t U9 == fAz I WSl
25 & utghyr Usst fa 9° 8y uai

Y3 & ufe€ g fA faufs By g9z

fafs @9 & Adit A& If3 Hrg &7 a1l

" g9 RISt a8 Ad wd A& A
What was the moment or time or date or day or season or
month when the cosmos was created? Had the authors of
Hindu scriptures or Quran known it, they would have

mentioned it. Neither did the yogi know the date or day or
month or season. It is only the Creator, Who knows when
the cosmos was created. AGGS, Jap 21, p 4.

How vast is the cosmos?
U3t U35 Y YMIGITHT YTdTTH I

Gz G3x 3 o < aafs fea @3 11
HUA »&9d Ifda 387 »iEg feg a3
&y Ife 3 fodnt &8 3fe feam |
BB TIT A Wil TE Y ||
After an immense and tiring search the authors of Vedas
concluded that there are hundreds of thousands
netherworlds under nether worlds and skies above skies.
The Semitic texts say there are eighteen thousand worlds,
but their Creator is One. However, the cosmos is so vast
that it is beyond the scope of counting/measurement (i.e.
beyond human comprehension)}—one would run out of
numbers if one were to undertake the counting. Nanak
salutes the Great One, as It alone knows the vastness of Its
creation. AGGS, Jap 22, p 3.

How did the cosmos come into being?

Guru Nanak postulates that there was darkness for
immeasurable length of time and the Creator with inherent
Hukam (Cosmic Law or Universal Law) was in transcendent
mode filling the void like fog fills space. And then at some
moment according to the Cosmic Law, the cosmos was brought
into being with infusion of Cosmic-consciousness (also referred
to as Spirit, Light and God-consciousness).

nIge 699€ gl
U9fE & JE&T I&H Tl
& feg 3fs & 9€ 5 F9d He AHTY ®arfeer |l
.../ f3\ 377 37 Farg Qurfenr |1
F T& MIFE JITEmE ||

For immeasurable length of time there was darkness.
Neither there was Earth nor sky nor day or night nor moon
or sun, except the Creator and Its Hukam. The Creator was
in a transcendent mode filling the void like fog fills space.
The cosmos was brought into being according to the
Hukam without any visible support upholding the vast
expanse. AGGS, M 1, p 1035.

The cosmos sprang from a single command of the Hukam.
3T URE 83 F=8 Il f3A 3 98 BY =g 1l

The cosmos sprang from a single act of Hukam generating

innumerable currents of creation. M 1, Jap 16, p 3.

In total content the Creator remains the same (constant), neither
It increases nor decreases, which is consistent with what
modern physics says about the relationship between energy and
matter expressed by Einstein’s formula, E=MC*—the sum total

of energy and mass remains constant.

T3 5 J< wife 5 mfe |
The Creator neither increases nor decreases in totality.
AGGS, M 1,po9.
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According to Guru Nanak, this event—the creation of the
cosmos which is a mystery and a matter of wonder, is a support
for the Creator as it is pleasing to It to express Itself in the

creation.

W& vy AfAG »mild Ife€ &€ il

oGl geaf3 At &f9 wiAE 58 98 1l
First, the Creator created Itself and gave Itself an Identity
(nau, a8)—cosmos. Second, It created nature and seated

therein (transcendently). It takes delight watching it.
AGGS, M 1, p 463.
afg afg 28 fATASTg | 36d AY of ATt &9 |

The Creator creates and recreates and then watches it with
delight. O Nanak, true is the work of the True One.

AGGS, Jap 31, p 7.
The Creator is continuously evolving in Its immanent form
(cosmos) and so are our planet Earth and the life on it.

Commenting on the dispute over eating of flesh Guru Nanak

declared:

H'H H'H Jf9 HIY Sa13 famrg fonrg adt Aeil

8T HH 8= A9l '@ fam Hfg Uy AHTE |l

..U 3 Ae It a7dt famg HE & 1

Sfenig rig aHe aurat 3fenig fages ds |
Only fools quarrel over the partaking of flesh, as they do not
have knowledge and understanding of the subject—what is
flesh and what is vegetable? Why the eating of one is sin, not
the eating of the other as both are obtained from living
things? O Pandit, you do not know where did flesh originate!
It is water where life originated and it is water that sustains
all life. It is water that produces grains, sugarcane, cotton
and all forms of life. AGGS, M 1, p 1289.
Elaborating further on this subject, Guru Nanak says:

AW 3 U=aT 3fenT U= 3 A% JfE |
7% 3 f3ges Afmr wfe wfe Af3 AAfe

The True One created the air, air produced water and water
created the world of life with God-consciousness (Cosmic-
consciousness). AGGS, M 1, p 19.
When it comes to the evolution of life, Guru Arjun (fifth Nanak)
couldn’t have spoken more clearly than these words about 250
years before Charles Darwin: Homo sapiens evolved through
countless forms of life like other species - ants, worms, moths,
fish, elephants, deers, snakes and domestic animals like horses
and bullocks- starting from inanimate matter, the basic elements.
Moreover, he goes on to say that basic elements were recycled
as inanimate matter like rock and mountains before the creation
of “building blocks” for evolution of a living cell.
I A6H 3T die USar || I A6H I His F9ar i
et AeH Ut Ay dfek I aEt AeH Jeg fau AfeG
% AR fH%e ot gdtnr fodars feg ST Aadher |
SRUSH
et AeH A farfg afgnr 1| agt AsH a3 fafa ufanr |l
et A6 A afg Gurfenr 1| sy g89iT Afs e i

Many births (different evolutionary stages of life) created
worm and insect. Many births created elephant, fish and

deer. Many births created bird and snake. Many births
created ox and horse, which are yoked. O human being,
now is your time to meet the Lord of the universe—the
Creator, since it took a very log time for the human body to
evolve through many evolutionary stages of life. Pause. The
matter constituting the human body was recycled many
times as rocks and mountains. Many births resulted in
abortion (defective mutations resulting in death of the
species). Many births produced plant life. It took
innumerable  births to produced human body.
AGGS, M 5, p 176.

Guru Nanak also postulated that in the cosmos there are other

planets with life.
SHF3 fad & urdhar afas & =37 3fE |II

A" Afag €1 3 Jf /e 33 38 1

God’s worth (greatness) is beyond measure, nor it can be
overestimated. You alone are the True Lord of mine and of
other beings of countless worlds. AGGS, M 1, p 15.

Afs afs dJher udhor &nr nierar wiarg |l

&fe fi nrufa B 3 3 Fefo f3or fg 3t A 1

There are living beings in water, on land and in the cosmos.
O Creator, You know their needs as You take care of them.
AGGS, M 1, p 466.

2. “Because Sikhism is a reform movement within Hinduism,
this statement from the Mool Mantra must also be understood
from the Hindu context. Hindus teach the doctrine of the
avatars, the descent of the gods to earth in human form.”

Guru Nanak rejected all the essentials of Hinduism: incarnation
of God, transmigration, karma, caste system, hell, heaven, idol
worship, miracles, demons and gods/ goddesses.>** On the
other hand, Reverend’s own faith, Christianity, shares several
common features with Hinduism like incarnation of God, hell,
heaven, miracles, demons, angels and other kinds of ghosts.
Guru Nanak also rejected the concept of salvation preached by
the Semitic and the Indian religions. | hope my Christian
friends would pardon me for saying that Christianity is the
grandchild of Hinduism! On the other hand Guru Nanak
rejected all earlier religious traditions when he declared: God is
beyond the scope of Hindu and Semitic texts.

J¢ 391 3¢ &7 737 ||

Neither the Vedas (four Hindu texts) nor the four Kateba
[Semitic texts: the Torah, the Zabur (Psalms), the Injil
(Gospel), and the Quran] know the mystery of the Creator
of the cosmos. (AGGS, M 1, p. 1021).
IET TS It viE Uy U Heg ol
T T BT & B T &afd HIfar w39 |
€31 1oy a3t fasHt 3fad 32 AR |

It is the teachings of Vedas, which has created the concepts
of sin and virtue, hell and heaven, and karma and
transmigration. One reaps the reward in the next life for
the deeds performed in this life—goes to hell or heaven
according to the deeds. The Vedas have also created the
fallacy of inequality of caste and gender for the world.
AGGS, M 2, p 1243.
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figges HB® It &g 11 uie UaiEe Ay I

feg & Hsg a9 I 1| I96 I39 3 U |
The Merciful One is the only Emancipator (Maula), not the
holy men (pir and sheikh), or Prophet. The Master of every
heart, Who delivers justice, is beyond the description of the
Quran and other Semitic texts. AGGS, M 5, p. 897.

3. Reverend has quoted a stanza from *““Dasam Granth”, which
he ascribes to Guru Gobind Singh whom he erroneously calls
“Padshahi 20.”” He is also in error when he claims that this
stanza is from “Granth Sahib.”

Dasam Granth is not the work of Guru Gobind Singh; rather it
was the British East India Company, which hired the Mahants
(priests/monks) of Takhat Patna to write Dasam Granth. Dasam
Granth has been the favorite tool of Christian missionaries and
Hindu writers for the misinterpretation and distortion of
Sikhism. That is why Reverend Zekveld has attributed this
passage from Dasam Granth to Guru Gobind Singh, though he is
not sure what he is talking about. The British authorities and
missionaries played a major role in the subversion of Nanakian
philosophy. After the annexation of Punjab Kingdom, the British
authorities kidnapped Maharaja Dalip Singh, merely a ten-year-
old boy from his mother, placed him in the custody of
missionaries, and then converted him to Christianity. The British
took control of gurdwaras (Sikh places of worship) and made
Hindu priests and caretakers their in-charge whereas not a single
Hindu temple or a mosque was touched in the entire British
Indian Empire.

There is no evidence that Dasam Granth was found in Punjab or
Delhi in the eighteenth century. There is also no evidence that in
the eighteenth century Aad Guru Granth Sahib was not given
exclusive preference over the bani (composition) of Guru
Gobind Singh. Prior to John Malcolm’s mention of Dasam
Granth in his Sketch of the Sikhs published in 1810, there is no
reference to it either in Sikh or non-Sikh sources (Muslim and
European). However, by 1890 there were 32 Dasam Granths
circulating in the Amritsar area. The presently published Dasam
Granth (1902) was created by the Sodhak Committee made-up
of British cronies (1895-1897) to bring it into closer conformity
with the “Granth” floated by the British in the late eighteenth
century prepared by Nirmalas/Mahants (Nawal Singh, Dayal
Singh and Sukha Singh) at Takhat Patna.”® The “Patna Granth”
was implanted in the East India Company Library by Colebrook
and Charles Wilkins and used by John Malcolm to write his
Sketch of the Sikhs in 1810."°* Devanagari version of this
“Granth” was written in February 1847 after the Sikhs lost the
first Anglo-Sikh War (Second treaty with Lahore, December 16,
1846 at Bhairowal when the British became virtual masters of
Punjab). Treacherous Sardar Tej Singh (a Brahman) was the
chief of the regency council when this Devanagari Dasam
Granth was created. In recognition of his services, the title of
Raja was conferred on him on August 7, 1847.

Takhat Patna came under the control of East India Company
near the end of eighteenth century. The revenue records of Patna
treasury show that Nirmalas/Mahants of Takaht Pathna were

provided with pension and opium from 1814 onwards by the
East India Company*®

Why did the Christian missionaries convert Maharaja Dalip
Singh to Christianity? How much of the brainwashing tactic
was applied? Were these missionaries trying to duplicate the
lessons learnt from their past successes of first going after
converting the King and then expecting the rest of the masses
to follow suit? The case in point is the example of conversion
of Emperor Constantine and thereafter imposing Christian faith
on the subjects through threats and force. Little did the
missionaries realize that in Nanakian philosophy the real
sovereign is God, and not an earthly monarch! A Sikh owes
his/her allegiance to God and Guru. And that is why the
abominable act of converting Maharaja Dalip Singh failed to
follow through the en-masse conversion of Sikhs, except for a
few solitary examples.

4. The Reverend stated: “This begs the question, of course, "If
God is without fear and enmity,” then why is it that the Sikh
fears doing bad? How do they account for their own deep
spiritual unrest? Moreover, how does one account for what we
read in their own writings that God cuts the head of the devil?
Note these lines from the Padshahi in the Granth Sahib.”

I have already dealt with the last part of this statement about
Guru Gobind Singh and Dasam Granth. The Reverend asks,
“Why the Sikhs fear doing bad things if their God is without
fear and enmity?” The answer to this question is on the opening
page of AGGS in the first stanza of Guru Nanak’s composition
Jap. The primary purpose of human life is to be one with God
by becoming a gurmukh (a God-centered being), which
requires living in harmony with God’s Hukam (Universal Law).
Moreover, civilized society demands of its members to be law-
abiding and upright citizens. Sikhs, who have been misled
about Gurmat, are the ones who suffer from spiritual unrest, not
the ones who understand and practice Gurmat. Moreover, if the
Reverend would look around, he will find that spiritual unrest
is everywhere, especially among the Christians!

fae Afenrar JEMt fas g3 3¢ Uil

TAH IJAE! IB a6 fetunr &

How could one become a sachiara (Godlike), a God-
centered being (gurmukh) and how could one get rid of
ignorance and falsehood? “By living in harmony with
Hukam (Universal Law),” says Nanak. AGGS, Jap 1, p 1.

5. According to the Reverend: The concept of "grace" here
must also be understood in the context of Hinduism. Because
Sikhism is a particular kind of "guru cult,” an adequate
concept for their term of grace is "darshan" or "the guru’s
glance”.

Here the Reverend has given a literal interpretation of “grace”.
Grace in Nanakian philosophy (Gurmat) means the
benevolence of the Creator towards the creation. The very act
of creation is grace. Being born as a human being is grace. The
Creator has endowed mankind with superior intellect, critical
thinking/discerning intelligence and conscience; this is what
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grace means in Gurmat.
<9 Afe 391 ufsast 11 fer uast Hfa 3 fraet |

O human being, other living beings are at your service and
you are their commander on this Earth. AGGS, M 5, p 374.
fe@aawmgﬂﬁﬂauam@mm I

Hﬁﬂﬁ?—ﬂ%@ﬁf&ﬁﬁ@-@‘ww&

“O my mind, the Universal Light (God-consciousness) is
within you, recognize your roots—the source of your
origin—the Primordial Energy. God is with you, enjoy
yourself by reflecting on Guru’s teachings” so says Nanak.
AGGS, M, 3, p 441.

FIT FT3 IS AT YT IS 3T 315 &Hlz Ut i
The Creator created mankind and let it free to do as it wills.
But how it was accomplished, only the Creator knows.

AGGS, M 1, p 932.
WS & B 2gT afgnr I 8afz A3 8 Aaf3 udiftmr i

The Creator fashioned human body from the earthly
elements and by some method endowed it with life, wisdom
and discerning intellect. AGGS, M 5, p 913.

6. Talking about his own faith, Reverend Zekveld has made the
following claim about Biblical God and Jesus Christ:

“The Bible says that if we do not begin with Biblical God,
neither will we end up with Him. There may be a way that seems
right to you, but its end is the way of death. The Biblical God —
He is true and living God. The Bible says that all things were
created through Jesus Christ, Who is God, who is called Word.
The only way we can know the Biblical God, the true living God
is by believing in Jesus. God has revealed Himself in Jesus. He
(Jesus) has made Him known.”

Nanakian philosophy (the teachings of Aad Guru Granth
Sahib—Gurmat) categorically rejects the incarnation of God in
human or any living form and the concept of virgin birth,
resurrection, demons (Satan) and angels (Holy Ghost) and the
Biblical concept of soul and sin. The Commencing Verse of
AGGS describes God as »fgat (Ajuni), meaning God does not

come into anthropomorphic form. Guru Arjan echoed and
amplified this view of Guru Nanak about God.
A39Y fadrs AfE 1| HeY & &f9 qU & 715 I

Satguru (God) is Niranjan — beyond Maya (without
material content). Do not believe that It is in the form of
man. AGGS, M 5, p 895.
A vy A%€ A3 afa g A4t |
May that mouth burn which says that God incarnates.
AGGS, M 5, p 1136.

Contrary to the Christian belief that human beings are born
sinners, Gurmat makes it abundantly clear that the Creator
blesses human beings with God-consciousness. It is only when
one loses touch with God-consciousness and becomes alienated-
-then that one commits a sin.

fe@ a3 aa He 2 Af3 AgY I niuz ¥E UETE |
“O my mind, the Universal light (God-consciousness) is
within you, recognize your roots—the source of your origin,”
so says Nanak. AGGS, M 3, p 441.

People do not become virtuous or sinners by calling them so. It
is their deeds that determine whether they are virtuous or
sinners. It is their deeds that determine their union or separation
from God. One reaps what one sows.

87 9 7 3T U@ urfy difT v It @

One gets reward according to what one does, and what one

sows, so shall one reap. AGGS, M 1, p 662.
fag 3fa viusr o uret Ifag €1 & &7 fagg st |

We earn what we do day and night. Why blame others, it is

our own doings that lead us astray. AGGS, M 5, p 745.
gfamargtng SEReC aaf'u' I

amﬂnmnmﬁ&%%aeﬁru

Good and bad deeds determine the relationship with God.
According to their deeds some are drawn closer to God,
whereas others move away. AGGS, M 1, p 8.

g1 ferig efe a9 gwels 88 nrefg 3 |

There are two types of human activities, the ones that bring
about union with God and others that cause separation
from God. AGGS, Jap 29, p. 6.

gan riefd Ag & Irafg gar & afe |l

All are subject to Hukam (Cosmic Law); nothing is exempt
from it. AGGS, Jap 2, p 1.
H &t g&z fuzT fag o 1| yafs gafs a&fg nmumar |
The Infinite Creator has fashioned human body with
beautiful features from father's semen and mother’s blood
(eggs). AGGS, M 1, p 1022.
fHf® W3 fuzT fiig anrfenr |1 f3fs a93 By feufenr |

Mother and father create a child through sexual union
according to the Hukam (Universal Law)}—biology of
reproduction of life. AGGS, M 1, p 989.
7 w3 fuz fag % & 981 || fog faar @R aqua G |
A child can’t be produced without the sexual union of
mother and father, as clothes can’t be washed without
water. AGGS, Kabir, p 872
AHE HeT gaH T I me AfE Il

It is Hukam (cosmic Law), which causes birth and death—
birth and death occur according to Hukam (biology of
death and birth). AGGS, M 1, p 472.
T HaH A6y o83 3 Ife & 919 99 |
A8 g6 g% ua 3t faefo Tufe & Fafa 39 1

O Kabir, human birth is difficult to attain because a dead
person is not born again like a ripe fruit fallen on the
ground does not get attached to the branch again.

AGGS. Kabir, P.1366

7. Guru Nanak rejected the type of God described in the Bible,
as this God is nothing more than a tribal god, an exclusive God.
For Guru Nanak the Creator is “One and Only” and Its
creation, mankind is also one whereas belief in Biblical God
leads to the balkanization or disintegration of mankind. The
thoughts of many sages of diverse background that are
compatible with the Gurmat are incorporated in the AGGS,
however, there are no quotes from the texts of Semitic and
Hindu religions, as these religions are based on the concept of
an “exclusive God”. In addition to the millions of gods, Hindus
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also believe in a God who communicates only through the
Brahmans and then there is a God for the chosen people, the
Jews. Christian God is approachable only through his only son
Jesus Christ. For the Muslim, Mohammed is the last and final in
a long line of Prophets of Allah (God) and they claim that theirs
is the only true prophetic religion. The God described in AGGS
is easily understandable to all seekers of “Truth” irrespective of
their creed, caste, gender, color, ethnicity and geographical
considerations. Guru Nanak did not assign any specific name or
gender to God. He used the prevalent names of God in usage by
both the Hindus and the Muslims without any distinction along
with addressing new names of his own. Most often in the
AGGS, God is described by Its attributes like Creator, Formless,
Transcendent, Omnipotent, Infinite and Ineffable or simply as

True One, One or You or Oh meaning that or he/she.
AfIg AT & T I &G T I &3 T Il

My Master is One, hey brother, It is One and Only.
AGGS, M 1, p 350.
¥x Hfg A9g AIg Hfg 8 89 Afsafs ofy feurst

The true Guru (God) has made me see that the One is in
every thing and every thing is in One. AGGS, M 1, p 907.
wieg feur rfy &fe gafg 3t mg f88MH 1l
sea gfenr g3 afe efs f3fs fagefs 3fH 1

When I realised the True One within, then | saw It without.
Nanak, the Almighty pervades everywhere and in every pore
of the creation. AGGS, M 5, p 966.

e fuzT €A & IH T1fad 3 HIT 99 Tt |l

Hey, fellow seeker there is one Father and we all are His
progeny. AGGS, M 5, p 611.

351 Af39g niAr Aet 7 ASH &2 fHefe #i8
Nanak says, “A True Guru (God) brings all together.”
AGGS,M1,p72.

A3 Astes Aerfefs 3 faR & ferfa aagr A€ I
All are partners in Your commonwealth; You do not look at
anyone as a stranger. AGGS, M 5, p 97.

Afg Hfg Af3 Af3 T Afe 1 3R & Tefs Az HfT I dfE Il
Within all there is light and it is Your light which is in all.
AGGS, M 1, p 663.

nHg Ig AI® we 33fg fage BT ot |
fdg 39a gd Hfo & aJ 9 yaet |
“Think it over dispassionately that Allah resides within all,”
Kabir proclaims loudly, “The same God is within both
Hindus and Muslims.” AGGS, Kabir, p 483.
SHT AT Z I AT HS I SHT STY S AT T Il
You are my father, You are my mother, You are my relative
and You are my brother. AGGS, M 5, p 103.
In a hymn addressed to Muslims Guru Nanak says, “The mere
fact of subscribing to the faith of Prophet Muhammad ensures
nothing, neither paradise nor salvation because Allah is
inscrutable.”
g g vidH vidg |l
...397 gaH & At a3 By & 78 afe |
L ufe s ra ufe & v ufe @2 &fe
WS JEIf3 Wl 718 ¥l S9E ITE |

Dear baba (Sir), Allah (God) is Unreachable and Infinite—

beyond human comprehension in totality. No one can even
describe the power of Its Hukam. Allah does not consult
any one when It makes or unmakes, or when It gives or
takes away. Allah alone knows Its qudrat (nature, cosmos),
It alone is the doer. AGGS, M 1, p 53.

I ygtent soar 8 i@ 8 arfe |l

39 Ulg I 3T 39 7T HITD & HE I

&t feAz & A 22 A aHTE |l
HIE Ufg I9H Hfg Ife 385 & Afe |
TBF I I I3 UB UTfE I

To violate or usurp someone’s right is like eating pork for a
Muslim and cow for a Hindu. The Guru/Prophet would
support only if the follower does not make unlawful living.
Mere talk does not lead to paradise; salvation lies in right
conduct. If you add spice to unlawfully earned food, it does
not become lawful (Halal). Nanak, falsehood begets only
falsehood. AGGS, M 1, p 141.
Aoy 63 Az & Bufs Ag »ag |II

Truth is higher than every thing but higher still is truthful
living. AGGS, M 1, p 62.

In the AGGS, God has been described as infinite and ineffable
again and again. In totality, God is beyond human reach and
comprehension. A finite entity can’t define an Infinite Entity.

To emphasize this point Guru Nanak says:
a3 migfg nmafs wfa 1 a3 afg afa €fe €fs afa il

83 a3 Ifg a3fa 1| 37 wify & Fafo at afe

How many people are attempting to describe the greatness
of God and how many have passed away doing the same? If
God were to create as many more as already created, even
then they would not be able to describe the greatness of
God. AGGS, Jap 26, p 6.
However, Guru Nanak has described many of the attributes of
God, which human beings can comprehend and he wants
people to practice these attributes in their life so that they could
become God-like (gurmukh).Guru Nanak’s composition on
creation makes it abundantly clear that gods and goddesses,
karma and transmigration, hell and heaven, reincarnation and
religious ceremonies and rituals are the inventions of man, not
the creation of God.

a" 3fe Haa He ufenrs | ¥ SRz &dt 8 & |
99 H9d] 5t AHS HIST &1 o wife & Afeer ||
goH' faAs HIR & dEt IweTg 5 &lF Sa Het il

.. T3 7ABH 37 S et I

Before the creation of the cosmos there was neither heaven
nor Earth nor the under-world. There was neither hell nor
heaven nor the destroyer—time. There was neither hell nor
heaven nor birth or death nor anyone being born or dying.
There was neither Brahma, nor Vishnu nor Shiva. There
was no one else except the One and only. ...There was
neither caste nor caste based birth. AGGS, M 1, p. 1035.

Moreover, there are other verses in AGGS, which amplify and

reinforce Guru Nanak’s above-mentioned views.
9 &g & HIE 39 famm 393 a<a a9+ afg nifenri

ueT 8% nify af9 88 oafa 99 Jatentil
When there was no creation, how did the first being inherit
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karma? Or who created karma initially? The reality is that it
is God, Who created the world. For God creation is a game
and It continues to play. AGGS, M, 5, P 748.
g 33 fHf® arfenr dist 33 a7 3 dig I
IIH IU 3IH A8 Aoz I agHfa fafs #18 €ts 31

You say that the body is made of five elements, but
wherefrom were the elements created? You say that the law
of karma determines man’s fate, but who created the law of
karma? AGGS, Kabir, p 870.
WM IfT U93t dig Fae af9 AfY of vig {63 Bfa uistl

Jfe fagrz ghg fufe 8 oAz SAg v3 &< At
Let your daily actions be the field, sow the seed of Sabad
(Word, Truth, and Divine knowledge) and water it daily
with truth. Work hard like a farmer and grow a crop of firm
belief. O ignorant one, then you would understand the
meaning of hell and heaven. AGGS, M1, p 24.
A9 &1 Hfs 86 ot ANl 39 &1 IfE 5dt 996 faemIl

As long as one longs for heaven, there is no communion with
God. AGGS, Kabir, p 325.

frg qufs 8dg f3aret S Ags & yfsus HiQl
O the Sustainer of all, wherever You keep me, is heaven.
AGGS, M 5, p 106.

3T 345 AT dl936 397 3 v AT BEfdll
Wherever Your praises are sung is heaven and it is You who
kindle devotion in the seeker. AGGS, M 5, p 749.

83 a5 U faf3 & nier &8

56d A=t a9 T9TEd 8AZ ALt wll
“Where people are engrossed in worldly pleasures and
forget the Almighty, is a desolate place like hell,” says
Nanak. AGGS, M 5, p 707.

UIs gIH Ifen MG 36 HiT s & feret il

594 Ja1 541 I3 A6 Afar a6x fAg &3 &2
Nanak says, “Who are blessed with the company of saints,
are not afflicted with suffering (hell, nurk). Their minds and
bodies are completely infused with the Omnipresent and
they don’t see any thing without It.” AGGS, M 5, p 531.

Hat Wt ofg Safs dfoam
9fa gafar nie39 Hifem dftr

The pursuit of maya (material comforts) shackles one to the
worldly attachments. It is the business of maya, which causes
one pain (hell, nurk) or pleasure (heaven, surg).
AGGS, M 5, p 761.
U3z AT HfT gv w3 |l 9 uafa nifamrs wiagi
The evil person suffers much pain. He suffers spiritual death
(hell, nurk) in the darkness of ignorance. AGGS, M 1, p 1029.
deg &9 fam AIq faer A €8 Il
TIH Y ot Afe & T-3 »Ud IT UIA= Il

What is hell and what is that silly heaven, the saints reject
both. We are not dependent on anybody due to the grace of
our Guru (God). AGGS, Kabir, p 969.
Moreover, the concept of salvation in Nanakian philosophy is
also different from Semitic and Hindu religions.
Id & 998 Ha3 & ¥98 He Yifs 595 ansai
goH HIA frAfg His féer 1T srge ot Tl

I don’t crave for a worldly kingdom or salvation (going to
heaven); | crave for the comfort of God’s beautiful lotus
feet.* Whereas others search for Brahma, Shiv, Sidhs,
Munis and Indra (Hindu deities), | yearn for the glimpse of
the Lord. AGGS, M 5, p 534.
* | crave for the comfort of meditating on God’s attributes.
A9 Haf3 86 Afg gi=fa faf3 »imr »im adial
afg T9rs & 76 Haf3 & Higfa fufs Tors f3ufs W dinvi

All want the luxury of heaven through salvation and
continuously hope for it. But the devotees who long for a
glimpse of God, do not want that salvation, they are
satisfied to have a glimpse of Him. AGGS, M 4, p 1324.

I A9 594 3 7 IfI6 Af3ae & ugAfel

TI6 IHS ot HEA HfT T8 »if3 wig wifell
Kabir says, “The merciful true Guru (God) has saved me
from the temptations of heaven and the fear of hell. I am
enjoying the pleasure of being at His lotus feet

continuously.” AGGS, Kabir, p 1370.
Yz gt nifamr =y fagl /s Hafs AG gl

He, who abides by God’s Will, is a liberated person—one
who obtains salvation (jiwan mukta). AGGS, M 5, p 275.
niafes Afar 99 fee et fies Hafs aifs wisfa urst

He, who remembers God all the time, becomes a jiwan
mukta by seeking within. AGGS, M 1, p 904.
fiea Hafs A nmdhat Hfg A8 Hahat
7% 5'6x Af33g Af% Ifg A1 €39 39
Nanak says, “One crosses the ocean of worldly temptations
when the true Guru unites one with God. Such a one who
obtains freedom from the influence of haumain (self-
centeredness) is called jiwan mukta.” AGGS, M 4, p 449.
fefe T AT I 1| 37 T9d0 SR utEtil
It is service to others that earns seat in God’s court.
AGGS, M 1, p 26.

8. Another major difference between Nanakian philosophy and
other religions is the concept of soul. In Nanakian philosophy
soul is God, the Transcendent One that permeates the entire
cosmos and it is called as jyoti (light), atma or jio (spirit),
sabad-surat (God-consciousness) and moral principles that
guide life (conscience). Guru Nanak rejected the idea that soul
is something separate from God and that it leaves the body after
death to receive punishment or reward depending upon the
person whose body it inhabits.

fea vsfo fea vdmifa feasr a3 ufa |
fefa ust fefe 8rchit fefa St fefa arfs wfa
oox ¥ & ATt fag e mfe |

“After death some bodies are burnt, some are buried and
some are left to be devoured by animals/birds (dogs). Some
are thrown in water while others are thrown in a dry well.
There is no evidence/proof where the so-called soul ends
after these different methods of disposal of the dead body,”
opines Nanak. AGGS, M 1, p 648.
H3 & A& Afe widt ufert 183 &9H aHfe 3ar afert |

Do not believe that the benefits of deeds performed in the
current life will be rewarded in the next world.
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AGGS, M 1, pp 729-730.
Afg Hfg A3 83 3 Afe I f3A & gefs A HfT T dfE |l
Within all there is light (God-consciousness) and it is Your
light which is in all. AGGS, M 1, p 663.
¥ fgAs A9Y €< €< 87 3 WISH I
WI3HT IS 7 & A& 381

a6d 3T @H J A fadre 98 I
The “One Creator” sustains all and the “Sustainer” is also
the Atma within all. In other words Atma is the Transcendent
One. Nanak is at the service of one who understands this
mystery, as such a person is God-like. AGGS, M 1, p 1353.

Y3 HfT I IH HIT ¥y I

God is in soul and soul is in God. AGGS, M 1, p 1153.

fe ad aax He 3 A3 AGY T niuE UB USTE |l
“O my mind, the Universal light is within you, recognize
your roots—the source of your origin—the Primordial
Light—Energy,” so says Nanak. AGGS, M 3, p 441.

Afg Hfg Af3 A3 3 Afe 1 f3A & gwfs Az HiT Tos dfE Il
Within all there is light and it is Your light which is in all.
AGGS, M 1, p 663.

A¥e HIf3 AY €uR yg 338 Ay A'g |l
One obtains comfort through sabad-surat (God-
consciousness) by imbibing God’s excellences, which are the
source of bliss. AGGS, M 1, p 62.
T3 aJ BT I FIBY HIs Haf3 fafs uret |

“Listen o enlightened beings (bhagtoh, 9139 ),” warns Beni,

“Who finds salvation after death?” In other words salvation
is achieved while being alive by living in harmony with
Hukam. AGGS, Beni, p 93.
Besides, the Sikh Gurus rejected the notion of past life or the life
after death, and made it abundantly clear that the present life is

the only chance to realize God. For example:
AfE He fu3g funrfonr fius S 3 feg i

719 %a1 796 AR T 39 &1 feg 35 fag i

O my mind, my dear friend, this is the time for you to meet

the Creator. Moreover, this opportunity will last only as long

as the body is healthy and full of vitality. AGGS, M 1, p 20.
fedt 397 mBrT feg 39t 79 1 we i3fe 3 8y faarfal

This is your only opportunity, this is your only turn to meet
God, ponder and seek within. AGGS, Kabir, p 1159.
et yIufs Hgy Sgdinr 1| difge fise ot fea 39t aamt

Take advantage of your birth as a human, this is your only
opportunity to meet God. AGGS, M, 5, p 378.
wmargr g It fugr 2fg a1 Hasan
aod RS feear @9 Fuf3 & It Aer=I

“Don’t look to the past, make efforts to make your future life
successful by meeting God, because you won’t be born
again,” says Nanak. AGGS, M, 5, p 1096.
H&H 89 8919 50 uefo a8 QU@ vafs ar ag 3 |
358 AII INE IgeH ITATE & urfg 837 31

“You won’t be born again, take some measures to obtain

salvation right now. Praising the Merciful One, will take you

across the ocean of worldly temptations,” says Nanak.
AGGS, M 9, p 220.

i AatA fHEs ot S5t 1| fodas fea 2T Aadhrl

This is your chance to meet the Lord of the universe, meet
Him. It took a very long time for the human body to evolve
through many evolutionary stages. AGGS, M 5, p 176.

The reverend has also made errors in the interpretation of the
opening verse of AGGS, which is the foundation of Nanakian
philosophy.
98" A3 a1 93" Uy faasl fagsy nias Hafs
nigat A8 JEyYATE I
One and Only That is Infinite — Truth is Its name, Creator,
Omnipresent, Sovereign, Without enmity, Timeless Entity
(unaffected by time), Beyond birth and death, Created by
Itself, Enlightner and Bounteous. AGGS, Opening Verse, p
1.
Further down on the same page in the beginning of his
composition of Jap, Guru Nanak has used the word Sach,
meaning Truth for God and has emphasized its Eternal nature.
nife A garfe AT || 3 3t AY &ox It ST AT |

“Truth is primordial, It existed in the primal age, It exists
now and It will exist forever,” proclaims Nanak.

AGGS, Jap, p 1.
Then in the first stanza of Jap he has explained the purpose of
human life by asking:

RfenraT JEMt fag 33 32 US|
TISH TATE OB &'6d feremr a1l

How could one become a sachiara (Godlike), a God-
centered being (gurmukh) and how could one get rid of
ignorance and falsehood? “By living in harmony with
Hukam (Universal Law),” says Nanak. AGGS, Jap 1, p 1.
How could one get rid of ignorance and falsehood? Through
knowledge based on Truth. When the yogis asked Guru Nanak:
39 a< 39 fAr & 3 3% 1| AgE 9 HIf3 ofs 3% I
“Who is your Guru or whose disciple are you?” “Sabad
(Truth, Divine knowledge) is the Guru and my mind, which
is focussed on the Sabad and comprehends it, is the
disciple,” replied Guru Nanak. AGGS, M 1, pp 942-43.

For Guru Nanak, God is knowledge and the source of all
knowledge. God’s creation, the Cosmos is the laboratory where
one gathers this knowledge. What is needed to understand
Hukam? It is knowledge based on Truth. So a sachiara is one
who understands the Hukam. Who understood the Hukam,
Galileo or the Pope? In our opinion it was Galileo who
understood the Hukam, which makes him a sachiara. A
sachiara (gurmukh) is called jiwan mukta (liberated one)--one
who is one with God and this is called salvation in Nanakian
philosophy.

9. Guru Nanak rejected the notion that God performs miracles.
God according to Guru Nanak is a Rational Being. The Cosmos
is sustained and supported according to God’s Hukam
(Universal Law). Everything is subject to Hukam and nothing
is beyond it. Every action and reaction and happening occurs
according to Hukam. Hukam is immutable and it controls the
entire activity of the Cosmos. It is the ignorance of Hukam,
which makes people say that such a phenomenon or happening
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is a miracle.

A3 Bufe fefg ufes a3 wisdr »iug |
God creates all, fills all and is yet the Infinite Creator is
unattached. AGGS, M 1, p 937.

3 v F937 397 A JIfE I 3U fag g mieg & Afe |
3 afe afg mefa Afe 1

You are the creator and You create every thing. There is no
second one equal to You. You continuously take care of them
according to their needs. AGGS, M 4, pp 11-12.
It is God’s Hukam (Cosmic Law), which controls the working of
the creation and it is immutable and ineffable.

Jefa Wi gy & afant At |l
U&ﬁ»ﬁﬁﬂ?ammaaﬁ'n

Every thlng is created according to Hukam, but the Hukam
is inexplicable (in totality). Every thing is subject to Hukam
and nothing is beyond it. AGGS, M 1, p 1.
Belief in Biblical God requires blind faith (no place for logical
thinking or questioning) whereas Guru Nanak insists on bibek
budhi (discerning intellect/critical thinking).

VaH AT AL nigdt urghat Hisil

nigE ufga s niawt die Eail
Use wisdom and reason in the worship of God and practice
of charity. One learns by intelligent reading and earns
respect by exercising wisdom. AGGS, M 1, p 1245.

g3 g0 fagal
One who applies discerning intellect can understand the
subject in its real perspective. AGGS, M 5, p 285.
A us<3' fAg gfo fagal

One who is endowed with discerning intellect is indeed a
wealthy person. AGGS, M 5, p 1150.

ufgw @Rz fAefs & 37 a9 gl
First evaluate the goods, then buy or first evaluate an idea or
philosophy, then accept it. AGGS M 1, P.1410

A3A Qufs 9 FeE deai

Deliberation and discussion on Guru’s teaching is the
utmost objective for a Sikh. AGGS, M 1, p 1410.

A< 7If3 9fa3 = arer aoufy arfors Stemar ol

i Bun Tt fash I8 afs gf% 99 a3

I focus my mind on the excellences of the Creator and
deliberate on them with a God-centered being (gurmukh).
Research leads to spiritual progress, while polemics destroy
it. O my Guru, the Creator, | am sacrifice to You.

AGGS, M 1, p 1255.

A9 &J1 g II oo fag At fag aamt |

“Do not live a life of isolation; interact with others. Keep
learning from others and teaching others as long as there is
breath of life,” says Nanak. AGGS, M 1, p 661.
Guru Nanak rejected ascetic and celibate life, as it is the
householder who sustains human society. He advocated and
emphasized active and creative householder life for the

realization of God.
fadarfa & 9T AHE 1| T Fifumr Harfs Afe |

Why should he beg who claims to be one with God?
AGGS, M 1, p 953.
39 Wig AEE HarE A2 Il 37 & U & ot ufe |

Never touch the feet of those who claim to be gurus and pirs
(holy men) but live on charity. AGGS, M 1, p 1245.
wifs ufe fag gag =fl o= g us=fa Afell

One who works hard to make an honest living and practices
charity finds the righteous path. AGGS, M 1, p 1245.

Sexual drive is organic; therefore, it is futile to suppress it.
Suppression of sexual feelings is fraught with danger,
potentially causing deep psychological problems resulting in
altered state of personality.

fde & guifo 73t agr=fa |

Yogi calls himself jati (celibate) but has no control over his
sexual drive. AGGS, M 1, p. 903.
736 9 foe fag@ & goreh |

In spite of all efforts the ascetic cannot control his sexual
urge. AGGS, M 1, p. 906.
fag ofy § 33t 3t 1| YRS faf & ugn aIfs uret i

If celibacy could lead to salvation then why does not an
eunuch obtain salvation? AGGS, Kabir, p. 423.

10. While the custodians of Christianity were investing despots
with “divine rights” and the Hindu elite was calling them
Ishwro va Dillishwro va (the king of Delhi is as great as God).
 Guru Nanak denounced the bigoted and cruel rulers and their
allies. He called for the establishment of Halemi Raj (the rule
of humility, benevolence and justice). Nanakian philosophy
(Gurmat) postulates that the ultimate source of spiritual as well
as temporal power is Godhead.
3 fag 97 »ieg & at |
There is no other king except the Almighty. AGGS, M 1, p
836.
&6 3U3 & USAY |l

There is one Throne and one King. AGGS, M 1, p 1188.

3Yf3 99 3y3 ot Hfex || U AN J9HS ufex |

Only a gurmukh (God-centered being), who has control

over -- lust, anger, greed, attachment and arrogance/self-

conceit, deserves to occupy the throne. AGGS, M 1, p 1039.
afe:aaﬂwﬁ-ma@z@ I 3 3fe & fai 9T I

A AuU! I8 feg asHt 9| A

The Benevolent One has now issued a decree that no one is

persecuted. All live happily in peace under the Halemi Raj.
AGGS, M5, p 74.

Guru Nanak found that the masses were confronting three

formidable problems: lack of morality (alienation from

God) grinding poverty and the tyranny of the ruler.

gy fegz fefa gy gy 1| feg gy AE3eW AHES |l

One pain is the separation from God, second pain is
grinding poverty and third pain is the tyranny of the ruler.
AGGS, M 1, p 1256.
Therefore, he launched a campaign to educate the masses to
fight these problems.
I HIT HoeH &3 || Afe Aarfefs 88 B3
The rulers are like ferocious tigers and their officials as
wild dogs, who harass and persecute the innocent subjects.
AGGS, M 1, p 1288.
I fanr@ a9 afF dfe | yefe s He afe ol

Unless the petitioner bribes, even the king does not accept
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the petition. If someone petitions in the name of God
(justice), nobody listens. AGGS, M 1, p 350.
I U9H IIfT UETTE || »iAT 90 T dafe

The kings perform religious duties for selfish interests and

practice charity for heavenly rewards. AGGS, M 1, p 1024,
with Jufs famrs feget orfa 39 Haeg I

The blind (ignorant) populace is exploited and victimized by
official corruption. AGGS, M 1, p 468.
o 3 U9y Efsmr HBE I ardt I
farfe 7 fea <96 It goH & af3 It I

The Khatris have abdicated their duties. Instead, they have
adopted the language and manners of their masters
(Muslims)) whom they call malesh (the polluted ones) in
private. The whole society has degenerated so much that no
one pays attention to moral obligations. AGGS, M 1, p 663.
78 fagoHz a8 ag ®'eg Jrafg 39€ & A |
43t fear 3 AUH®! Tg HB urEt |
....2318 udsT

You (Khatri official) are taxing the cow and Brahman whom
you worship; you are mistaken if you think that cow-dung-
coating of your kitchen would absolve you of your sins. You
wear a mark on your forehead, a dhoti (cloth worn around
the waist) and tell beads, but you are working for the malesh
to make a living. Give up this hypocrisy! AGGS, M 1, p 471.

Commenting on the atrocities committed on the Hindu masses
by the bigoted Muslim rulers, Guru Nanak exposed the nexus
between Muslim rulers and the Khatris and Brahmans in a biting
political satire. It was the Muslim ruler, who was responsible for
the persecution of Hindu masses, but it was the Khatri officials
who executed the orders of their master, and the Brahman priests

approved the doings of the Khatris.
HER ¥E gafa faem || g4t <arfefs 36 aifs 3w i

35 wfs gonz yafa s 1

The man-eater performs Namaz (Muslim prayer). The one
who carves out the flesh for him wears the sacred thread
around his neck (Khatri). The Brahman blows the conch in
the Khatri’s house to sanctify his doings. AGGS M 1, P.471

11. The followers of Biblical God long for the heaven where
Jesus resides with his Father whereas Guru Nanak says that our

planet, Earth is the place for the gurmukh (God-centered being).
A9HMY U9t AR A Il

It is for the gurmukh that the True One has fashioned this
Earth. AGGS, M 1, p 941.
a3 Gufe ot gaw A& I

The earth was created to practice righteousness.
AGGS M 1, P:.1033
A9 of fATaT Hd1 741 AEmt 1| I Ho frge efg dtaemt |l
SINST T 9 YAH UsTEmr |

The government of the True one is Eternal. One who obeys
the Hukam (Cosmic Law) of the Commander is honored.
The Master has created the human being to obey the Hukam.

AGGS, M 1, p. 142.
Solution to Human Predicament;

There are two types of human activities, the ones that bring
about union with God and others that cause separation from

God.
Frar ferdr =fe a9 gw=fg 89 wiefg 31 |

There are two types of human activities, the ones that bring
about union with God and others that cause separation
from God. AGGS, Jap 29, p 6.

Those who find union with God are called gurmukhs (God-
centered beings) and ones who are separated from God are
called manmukhs (self-centered beings). A gurmukh is a
person, who dwells on God’s attributes constantly and lives in
harmony with Hukam whereas a manmukh is a degenerate
person who does every thing according to his/her own will.

IIHMY A9 & 9T are Nl JOHY A I3 AHEII
A gurmukh sings the praises of the True One and dwells on
Its attributes constantly. AGGS, M 1, p 942.

JIH AL IS »igd IaH AR A
A gurmukh remembers the Hukam, obeys it and lives in
harmony with it. AGGS, M 4, p 1423.

R fa@ wigt nmdtat fa gay viar Sfe ol

381 JAH & TS wigr It BfE |l
Why call someone blind who is naturally blind? Blind is one
who does not understand the Hukam. AGGS, M 2, p 954.

# 37 3= F fsggul T2 1| HoHY »iy I=7E 92 1l
Whatever God wills is inevitable, but a manmukh (self-
centered person) thinks otherwise—that he/she can do
whatever he/she wants, comes to grief. AGGS, M 1, p 1034.

HEHY Wigr wig aHTE ||

Blinded by haumai (self-centerdeness), a mankukh
continues treading on the unrighteous path.

AGGS, M 3, p 1068.
A gurmukh sees God everywhere and in each living being
whereas a manmukh is blind to God. Gurmukh’s actions are
consistent with God’s Hukam whereas haumai (self-
centeredness)  controls  manmukh’s  actions.  Nankian
philosophy (Gurmat) advises us not to become slave to haumai
and the five passions — sexual drive, anger, greed, attachment
and arrogance/self-conceit.

Y% €3 HIfg AATIl HeHY »it BfT & AT
Human behavior and actions are governed by the five
passions, but an ignorant manmukh does not understand
this fact. AGGS, M 3, p 113.
Aad Guru Granth Sahib advises us again and again with
urgency to make haumai and the five passions subservient by
exercising restraint, so that we may channel our energies and
talents to positive thinking and creative activities. One who
achieves this objective conquers worldly temptations.

H 3 g ®F Ha fasfh mfe widh= |
368 YF AITOISt afd YyAE gioee i
Nanak surrenders to God and prays for guidance to
overcome the deleterious effects of lust, anger, greed,
attachment and arrogance/self-conceit AGGS, M 5, p 269.

e} Uet Aa® AHSt His /i3 Far /i3
O vyogi, make your order (Aee Panth) universal
brotherhood and subdue your mind to conquer the worldly
temptations. AGGSM1,P.6
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Hope is not lost for a manmukh. God is gracious, loving and
forgiving. By following Guru’s way of Naam Simran (constant
focus on God’s attributes), a manmukh can find the way to God.

€53 #53 Ae3 afv ofv ofg 3 1 3T I
g 99 »idt 33 79 AT /S|
Constant remembrance of God and the company of
gurmukhas overpower the “five thieves”—five pasions.
AGGS, M, 5, p. 810.
Praying to God with great humility and deep love cleans the
inner self of impurities. This process gives one the inner strength
to control one’s passions and haumai. Slowly and steadily one
progresses to a stage of spiritual advancement where haumai and
the five passions are restrained and one becomes a gurmukh.

Conclusion:
The God as presented in the Aad Guru Granth Sahib is rational, benevolent,
loving, merciful, forgiving and the Creator of all. It embraces all seekers of
“Truth” with a bear hug, irrespective of their creed, caste, gender, color,
ethnicity and geographical consideration.
e rerfefs 3 faR & ferfa gaar fE I

All are partners in Your commonwealth and You do not look at anyone
as a stranger. AGGS, M 5, p. 97.

& & 8t &t faarer AI® Afar 9H a8 afe wired i

Enmity to none, nor we consider anyone stranger, getting along with all
is our creed. AGGS, M 5, p. 1299).

It is no wonder that Sikh congregational prayer ends with a plea for the well
being of the whole world (AS3 & 3%, sarbat da bhala).
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CANADA BACKS SIKH DAGGER RIGHTS
Canadian Sikhs should be allowed to wear small daggers
central to their faith when they go to school, the country's
Supreme Court has ruled. In an 8-0 judgement, the court
reversed the ruling of a Montreal school board, which banned
Gurbaj Singh Multani from wearing his dagger, known as a
kirpan. The kirpan is deemed sacred by Sikhs as a symbol of
power and truth. School authorities banned the kirpan in 2001
after an objection by a parent concerned about pupil security.
Announcing the judgement, the Supreme Court said that a
total ban on kirpans violated the country's Charter of Rights.
The charter guarantees total religious freedom within Canada.

Safety debate

"Religious tolerance is a very important value of Canadian
society,” Justice Louise Charron wrote in the judgement. "If
some students consider it unfair that Gurbaj Singh may wear
his kirpan to school, it is incumbent on the schools to discharge
their obligation to instil in their students this value that is... at
the very foundation of our democracy.” The government of
Quebec had backed the Montreal school board, which imposed
the ban. Parents campaigning for tighter restrictions on
weapons in school were dismayed by the ruling. "My first
reaction as a parent is a feeling of insecurity," Claude Bouchard
of the Quebec Federation of Parents' Committees, told Reuters
news agency. "As a parent, is the life and safety of a child more
important than religious freedom? I think so."”

Old tradition

The ruling did allow some
restrictions to be imposed
on kirpans worn in public,
including limiting  their
length and keeping them
sheathed and worn
underneath clothes.
Nevertheless, Gurbaj Singh
Multani, who was 12 when
he was suspended and then
removed from his school,
welcomed the judgement.
"Everybody stood for their
rights. | got it. I'm happy,"”
he said outside the court.
Orthodox Sikhs have been
required to carry Kirpans
since the 17th century, and

Gurbaj Singh Multani
insist it is not a weapon. About 250,000 Sikhs live in Canada,
with 10% considered orthodox.

BBC News March 3, 2006, International Version
**kkkk

RECOGNITION OF FIVE KAKKARS,

A Land Mark in the History of British Columbia
Dr. Raghbir Singh Bains, Surrey, Canada
Victoria; March 20, 2006. After unanimous decision of the
Supreme Court of Canada in recognizing the wearing of Kirpan by
the Sikh students in educational institutions throughout the
country, British Columbia has become the second province in
Canada to recognize Vaisakhi and the Five articles of Sikh Faith in
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a row. The Province of Manitoba was the first province in Canada to
grant such recognition to the Five Kakars of the Sikhs on July 13,
1999. This motion is already underway in the province of Ontario.
The motion #49 for recognition of Vaisakhi and the five Sikh
Kakars was tabled by Jagrup Singh Brar NDP MLA in the
Assembly of British Columbia. The purpose of this motion is to
recognize and reaffirm the values of multiculturalism, human rights,
equality, racial and religious tolerance in B.C especially the
recognition of Vaisakhi and Articles of Sikh Faith..

Sukhdeep Singh (Dave) Hayer, a senior MLA of the BC Liberal
party, supported the motion. He retold the history of the Sikhs when
Khalsa was initiated by Guru Gobind Singh on the day of Vaisakhi
at Sri Kesgarh Sahib in 1699 to stand for justice, dignity of meek
and weak. He went on supporting the motion by saying that that
B.C. was the first province in Canada to celebrate and pass a
proclamation recognizing the 400 years of Guru Granth Sahib Ji in
the Golden Temple in Amritsar.

Honorable Minister Micheal De Jong and govt house leader who
recently came back from his short visit of Punjab, appreciated the
nobility of the Sikh people and paid his tribute to the Sikh pioneers
who came to Canada more than a century ago and contributed
vigorously to the prosperity of British Columbia. He supported the
motion of recognition of Vaisakhi and five Articles of Sikh Faith
with full fervor. Harbhajan Singh Lali, a senior MLA of NDP gave a
brief account of the excellent and brave history of the Sikhs on this
historic day in the Assembly. He was enthusiastic to see this motion
passed in the House.

While taking part in the debate, Mary Polak MLA said in the
Assembly, “Rare is the initiative that finds support from both sides
of this chamber. The values represented by the five Ks are universal.
They are values that speak to us as individuals, regardless of our
own religion or culture. Truly, the ideals advanced by Guru Gobind
Singh are crying out to be embraced by a modern culture that often
focuses only on commercial or material success”.

Gordon Hogg Government Caucus Chair repeated the motion on
behalf of the B.C. Liberal Caucus, “Be it resolved that this house
recognizes the importance of the anniversary of the creation of the
Khalsa, celebrated every year as the festival of Vaisakhi; and the
contributions Canadian Sikhs have made to our country and our
province; and that this house also recognize the importance of the
Panj Kakkaar: the Kirpan—a ceremonial sword representing
indomitable spirit; the Kes—unshorn hair, representing a simple
life, saintliness and devotion to God; Kangha—a wooden comb
worn to represent a clean mind and body; and the Kachha—short
breeches, representing hygienic living”.

Other Sikh MLA’s who strongly supported the motion on
recognition of the Articles of Sikh Faith were Harry Singh Bains,
Raj Chouhan and their other colleagues. Many of the MLA’s
mentioned unfortunate story of Komagata Maru when in 1914 its
Indian passengers were not allowed to touch an inch of Canadian
land and they were forced to leave the Canadian shores. They
reminded the people of the message of Guru Gobind Singh
regarding commitment to equality, dignity and justice, for he has
chosen to respond to the irrational fears of others with great
equanimity and patience.

It has been the historic occasion for the Sikhs worldwide when a
new history has been created by the Provincial Assembly of British
Columbia. All the MLA’s who took part in debate started their
address by saying Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa, Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh !
The gallery was fully occupied by the Sikhs hailing from
throughout Canada to say thank you to the legislators who made
this happen. Amusingly, all the Kirpan wearing visitors were
allowed for the first time to enter the assembly without asking
them to take the Kirpan off. All thel9 MLA’s from ruling and
opposition party who took part in one hour debate supported the
motion with one voice. It was the historic day when both ruling
party and opposition party congratulated each other for bringing
the motion on five Articles of Sikh Faith. The motion was
unanimously passed by the house of 79 MLA’s. For most of the
time, House proceedings were chaired by Dy Speaker Sindy
Hawkins (Surinder Kaur) who was fare enough to give 3minutes to
each speaker in the House.

Sikhism is a religion of Divine love. It is more than 500 years old.
It is the youngest religion in the world with over 25 million
followers living in 157 countries of the world. The Sikh identity,
especially for those who live elsewhere other than in India, is so
marked by external and visible signs that sometimes people don’t
see them and their beliefs for what they truly are. Sikh religion
requires its practicing followers (Amritdhari-baptized Sikhs) to
wear five articles of Sikh faith. These integral and indispensable
articles constantly remind the commitment of the follower to
universal principles of justice, peace and equality. Sikh religion
teaches pacifism and encourages respect for other religions.
Wearing of the Articles of Sikh faith for the devout Sikhs is held a
sacred religious belief and is not capricious.

With passing of the unanimous motion in recognition of both
Vaisakhi and five Sikh Kakars, a new responsibility has fallen on
the shoulders of the Sikh community who have already contributed
immensely in the social, economic, academic and political fields of
the country. Now the Sikhs need to contribute more diligently and
positively in a different way towards development of British
Columbia and Canada. This will be an opportunity for them to
create awareness about Sikhism and paying a great tribute to the
pioneers who worked hard for future of their posterities to live in

Canada with peace and dignity.
*kkkk

TRANSFORMATION IN SMALL STEPS
What’s become of Langar and how do we revive the original spirit?
Gurmeet Kaur, Atlanta GA
When Guru Nanak started the tradition of Langar upon his return
to Kartarpur; it was meant to be its literal meaning: ‘The Anchor’
to bind the community together under the principles of Vand
Chhakana. A simple diet of produce and water, which would not
only satiate the basic dietary need of the visitors, but of the needy,
the servers and the Guru alike, in their physical, mental and
spiritual quest. Guru Ka Langar since then embarked on its
journey enriched by the sweetness of Mata Khivi, the dedication of
Bhai Manjh, the humility of Emperor Akbar, and the revival of the

true spirit of the principle of Langar by Bhai Nand Lal Ji.

Whatever the transformation, the basic principles remained the
same. Langar was kept simple. It was there for everyone to
partake. Needy people knew where to go to satisfy their hunger if
they could not provide for their family, and the community was
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bound together. Unfortunately, today in the Diaspora, Langar is
losing its meaning. It has lost most of its original characteristics. Let
us see how.
1. Langar today is anything but the simple nutritious food it
was intended to be.
2. Itis not reaching the truly needy and homeless.
3. It has become a burden and in some cases a competition.
4. The Spirit of gratefulness and appreciation with which it
is received is gone.
Simple and Langar are antonyms today. Loaded with ghee and oils,
deep fried items, dairy, sugars, spices, refined white flour and
artificial colors, our Langar today is complicated and refined Indian
cuisine. You feel like you are eating fancy Indian Restaurant food
only on the floor and in Styrofoam plates. You are virtually unable
to move after you stuff yourself with Langar on Sunday afternoons.
Was that Guru Nanak’s intention for Langar?

And by the way, what happened to feeding the needy and homeless?
Do they even know that something like Langar exits? Granted, often
in North America Gurdwaras are not located in areas surrounded by
people having to beg for food. However, even the leftover food is
usually distributed among the Sangat instead of being carried to
shelters or low-income areas.

In the past Langar was prepared from the collaborative dasvandh
and by the sangat pooling in physical sewa together complete with
humility and dedication. Today in many western Gurdwaras, it has
become the responsibility of individual families as they take turns
providing the sewa. In the quest to show off their skills and
resources, Langar has become so elaborate that some people are
scared to take the responsibility for fear of not being able to meet
expectations. This, in turn, means that a limited number of families
keep getting assigned to the sewa. The pleasure and gratitude of
doing sewa for the Sangat then becomes a burden every time they
have to take their turn.

Another complication is that we produce so much non
biodegradable trash during Sunday Langars from the North
American Gurdwaras that | am certain it contributes to the pollution
of our environment, to Nature, and to the Cosmic Physical Entity.
The Baani says, “Pavan Guru Paani Pita Maata Dhart Mahat” —
Environment is the Guru, Water the Father, Earth is the great
mother. Yet, we go out of our way to prepare fancy dishes that are
costly both in time and money when we could put that time and
money towards buying and washing reusable steel plates.

The spirit of thankfulness in which the Langar is received today is
gone. If it is anything less than a lavish party meal done to culinary
perfection, you can hear comments being whispered. On the flip
side, unnecessary encouragement on elaborate and lavish food
deters families who want to keep it simple. Instead they are forced
to be flexible and keep up with the trend. If we transform the Langar
back to a simple daal, whole grain roti and a side of slightly cooked
vegetables or a salad, we can easily satisfy our stomachs. We save
time, money and effort, which we can spend on spreading the
mission of Langar and other useful programs. Besides, we ensure
that we are providing only nutritious food to our body, mind and
spirit in accordance with the Guru’s Hukam:
€&t gati 33 dusT vig U 83T wrfen:
They burn away the bonds of the world, who eat a simple diet of
grain and water (SGGS — Ang 467)

It is a simple task to incorporate ‘serving the needy’ element back
into Langar. Most Churches have a marquee where they display a
Sunday message. We could advertise something to the effect of
“Free Nutritious Food For All — Sunday 1-2 PM”. A volunteer
could be assigned to receive the visitors, explain Sikhi and make
sure they are served. What a way to serve the hungry and reach out
to the community at the same time! In addition we could advertise
in other venues like homeless shelters, local food banks, offices
and universities campuses (you can find a lot of hungry; short of
money and, eager to learn students).

Also, by doing this we will alleviate the evils of competition and
the problems that arise at times when Langar becomes a burden. If
the Langar was going to be just the three items of daal, roti and
vegetables, it will be so much easier that more people will be
willing to sponsor it. Fortunately, in spite of the shortcomings, to a
great extent Langar today is still the anchor that holds the
community together; which gives us the chance and hope to revive
it completely in its true meaning as Bhai Nadlal Ji did.

For readers who are not familiar with the context; during Guru
Gobind Singh’s time Langar did take a ritualistic flavor. They
were offered only after a whole sequence of ceremonies, i.e. Path
and Ardaas. It also was opened only at meal times when all the
dishes were ready. Bhai Sahib felt that the spirit of Langar needed
revival. So he opened Langar at his house where, irrespective of
the time of day, whatever food was ready was rationed to any who
came. Guru Ji visited Bhai Sahib’s Langar and was pleased with
the true spirit.

And now it is time for us to revive the true spirit and practice of
this wonderful tradition. Men, discuss Langar with your families,
including its simplicity, impact upon the environmental, and
nutritional value as well as the need to provide it in a spirit of
dedication to the Sangat and the needy alike. Ladies, stop that
competition and let go of the desire for praise of your culinary
skills. Add a piece of fruit if you feel the need for sweets at the end
of Langar. Don’t worry; with the plenty of beans, lentils, legumes
available in the market your daal will not be boring. With the array
of vegetables, herbs and fruits your sabzi or salad can be simple,
highly nutritious yet, colorful with nature’s beauty and taste. With
whole grain flour available at all grocery stores around the
continent; you can make the goodness and wholesomeness of the
traditional Langar parshaade felt once more. Gurdwara
Management Leaders, talk to the Sangat to make Langar simple.
Mandate it. Start a project to fund raise for those reusable steel
utensils and build large sinks. Encourage youth to take on the dish
cleaning sewa. And, make sure to get those biodegradable
dishwashing soaps to protect the water and earth. Youngsters, stop
pressuring your parents to cater Pizza and donuts for Langar. It is
neither nutritious nor prepared with sewa bhavna (serving
devotion); nor are the devotional traditions in preparations
observed, i.e. heads uncovered; baani not recited etc.

Let us take whatever steps we as individuals can take on this road
to transformation. Let us make the Gurdwaras once again a model
that anchors the community, revives our physical, mental and
spiritual bodies, and caters to the needy with eco-friendly,
nutritious, simple meals.

[About the only practice that is remotely akin to Sikhi in a modern day
Gurdwara is Langar and even that, as Bibi Gurmeet kaur has correctly
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observed, needs reform, and as she has also commented, “...to a great extent
Langar today is still the anchor that holds the community together; which
gives us the chance and hope to revive it completely in its true meaning...”.
Perhaps our Gurdwara reform could start with the Langar. ED.]

*kkkk

FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS THROWN UP BY

THE SUKHI REHABILITATION CASE

1. Mr. Prakash Singh Badal is pretending that he does not know
about the ‘rehabilitation” of so called militants. He has been the
Chief Minister of the Punjab for five years up to 2002. His
party was aligned to the coalition ruling at the centre. If Mr.
Badal does not know it means only one thing that the
information was kept away from both the central government
and the Punjab government. People are entitled to know who is
ruling the country and the Punjab even when elected
governments are firmly in the saddle? Was Prakash Singh a
‘second class chief minister’ whom it was dangerous to trust
with such information? Are the people of the Punjab slaves to
be ruled over by someone’s, faceless and anonymous
nominees?

2. It has been a long maintained open secret that the police have
been patronizing groups of ‘official terrorists.” A Santokha
Kala group surfaced in Amritsar more than a decade ago and
speaking to the international Press made sensational revelations
(like “‘we are issued identity cards, we are allowed to murder
and rob cars, we stay in government guest houses’ and so on).
Dalbir group was exposed in a big way in Patiala a little later.
J. Ribiero, former DGP Punjab admitted in his book that such
gangs were maintained by the police. Now KPS Gill and SS
Virk have admitted as much. It is time to come clean regarding
who laid down this policy to recruit ‘official terrorists’ (did the
Akalis consent to it), from which funds or activity were their
expenses met, who controlled these groups ultimately, who
ordered the execution of individuals they were asked to
eliminate, were any secret laws enacted to legalise such
killings, how many people did they kill, what record is kept of
their activities, when did these groups start the killing spree,
are they still at it, what are they given for each executions?

3. It has been admitted that there are at least 300 such people who
are operating as the ‘living dead.” They are still patronised by
the police as is obvious from the concern about their welfare
shown by KPS Gill and SS Virk. They are reported to be
operating from India and abroad. What tasks are assigned to
them? Was the downing of the Air India Kaniska flight
their handiwork as has been recorded in the government
records of Canada? Are they causing and promoting friction
amongst the Punjabi community abroad? There is obviously a
file on each of them and maybe a full-fledged department is
monitoring and guiding their activities. A complete account of
their ‘accomplishments,” their funding and controlling
machinery must be made public so as to avoid serious
consequences in future.

4. Prominent politicians of India and the Punjab have been
propping up a considerable force of ‘god-men’ in the Punjab.
Today we have at least one per village. Is this a complementary
activity to recruiting, training and maintaining a devastatingly
effective striking force of officially dead militants, as some
knowledgeable people believe? Who are the ‘venerable
Babas’ who are aiding the government in its task of thus
maintaining ‘national unity and integrity?’

5. Can the deeply divided, faction ridden Punjabi society afford
to have amongst them hundreds of ‘living dead’ who are
legally not accountable? It must be considered that a large,
organised, well-funded force of hundreds of ‘legally dead’
people is a blind fury in the hands of few officials or a single
politician. What havoc are they not capable of creating?

6. At the beginning of the last Akali Dharam Yudh Morcha,
Darbara Singh the then CM Punjab often gave public
statements to the effect that the murderers were coming out of
the Gurdwaras and were taking shelter there. In reply Sant
Longowal’s oft repeated and frequently published statement
was that the killers issue forth from police stations, stayed in
government rest houses and were patronised by the police. All
evidence now shows that Longowal was more right. Enough
evidence has also emerged in the last two decades to establish
that the attack on the Darbar and the indiscriminate killing of
thousands of Sikhs including Sant Jarnail Singh Khalsa
Bhinderanwale was at the behest of some motivated
individual who was able to arrange the consent of political
India for the venture. This is the underlying cause of the
present Prime Minister’s apology in the Parliament. This
loudly calls for a full fledged enquiry into the
circumstances leading to the armed forces’ attack on
Darbar Sahib, the destruction of the Akal Takhat, the
Sikh Reference Library(?) and the killing of thousands
upon thousands of innocent Sikhs.

[Who are we? We are a group of very ordinary people who have been
engaged in investigating Human Rights abuses in the Punjab for over
two decades. Our names are: Dr. Sukhjit Kaur Gill, Harshindr Singh
Advocate, Prof. Kulbir Singh and Gurtej Singh. We appeal to our
representatives in the Punjab Legislature, leaders of various political
parties and Media-persons connected with the Punjab to try and get
the whole truth out for once and for all.]

Authenticated By (Harshinder Singh Advocate) February 24, 2006
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DEAD OR ALIVE?
Chander Suta Dogra, www.Outlookindia.com
Many 'dead’ Punjab terrorists are still living.
But most of them prefer to stay ‘killed".
Call it a case of dead men walking. But terrorists who were
believed to have given up their ghosts years ago are coming back
to life in Punjab. While some have been ‘reborn’ as helpers of top
police officers, many others are surfacing in their villages,
embarrassing police officials who took credit for killing them. In
fact, the Punjab police, widely credited with crushing the Khalistan
movement, are virtually scurrying for cover as former terrorists are
beginning to roam the countryside once more.

‘Dead’ terrorists are even challenging the police for declaring them
so0. Gurnam Singh of Bundala village, Ferozepur district, fled the
Golden Temple days before Operation Bluestar. In 1994, he was
declared killed in an encounter in Ropar district. However, as
Gurnam told Outlook, "I was living all along under the assumed
name of Surjit Singh at Mansandwala village in Majitha district.
In 1998, the police learned of my true identity and arrested me."
But not before the 1994 “killing’ had earned the Ropar police a
reward and the 1998 arrest fetched promotions for a couple of Tarn
Taran police officials. "The then DGP, P.C. Dogra, had promised
that he would enquire into my ‘death’, but nothing has happened.
If now the police say that my death was a mistake, why did people
claim rewards for it?" he asks.
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More bizarre is the case of Harpreet Singh ‘Happy’ of the Babbar
Khalsa. Not only was he ‘killed’ in an encounter in 1992, the police
even handed over the ‘remains’ of his cremated body to his kin. His
brother Dalbir Singh told Outlook: "In 1995, we came to know that
he was alive and advised him to go to the court to challenge his
‘death’." Harpreet petitioned the Punjab and Haryana High Court
with his claim of being alive and the court directed the police to
enquire into his “killing’.

But Harpreet is once again on the run. He fears police harassment,
he told this correspondent from his place of hiding. Says his
advocate Ranjan Lakhanpal: "The police have charged him in
many false cases, including murder, to get back at him for exposing
them." Driven to despair, Harpreet says he would rather be dead. He
had compiled a book of his poems called After | Died. It’s one of the
few things the family keeps to remember their son by.

Narain Chaura, a Khalistani currently on bail, says, "The
movement is dead. What do they have to fear?" Jagdish Singh
Deeshe is another terrorist to have been “killed’ in 1993. A police
officer was awarded a medal and the Rs 5 lakh award for the
‘effort’. In 2004, however, Jagdish fell into the hands of the police
and was sent to jail. Twice condemned, he wrote to the President
last October for action against the cop who claimed the medal and
the cash prize for his “‘death’.

That many terrorists believed to have been killed in encounters are
living incognito inside and outside Punjab was something diehard
Khalistanis, as also human rights organisations, have known for
quite some time. What is less known is how the police themselves
have illegally ‘helped” a chosen few in their rehabilitation.
Sukhwinder Singh ‘Sukhi’, once an ‘area commander’ of the
Khalistan Liberation Force (KLF), was declared dead in police
records. But he was found living in Jalandhar under a new name—
Harjit Singh Kahlon. All the cases against him have been closed as
‘untraced’, and Sukhi enjoys the patronage of none other than the
DGP, Punjab Police, S.S. Virk. As for his rehabilitation package,
not only does it include a tours and travel business, but also
accommodation in government complexes in Jalandhar and
Ludhiana. This when former militants like him are still wanted in
old cases of terrorism and have for several years remained
proclaimed offenders. DGP Virk says that there are at least 300 such
‘rehabilitated’ terrorists who have been extended police help
because of the assistance they have rendered in fighting terrorism.
"They are the unsung heroes who deserve sympathy and gratitude,"
he says. So what if there is no legal provision to rehabilitate those
wanted in serious crimes.

Sarabjit Singh, who was DGP in Punjab police from 1999 to 2000,
is livid. Talking to Outlook, he said, "The DGP can exercise
considerable discretion while recruiting policemen and can relax
physical criteria in deserving cases. But the discretion does not
extend to waiving the police verification of candidates or recruiting
them under false names. Clearly verification of these people was
either not done or was fabricated." Besides, he points out, "How can
you exonerate these people of the crimes committed by them? The
unwritten rule was that terrorists-turned-police informers were to be
dealt with leniently. Some, who were not killers, were taken into the
police as spos. If their conduct was good, they were inducted as
constables but certainly not without proper verification."

Kewal Singh of the Khalistan Commando Force is a cop in
Jalandhar now. His family doesn’t discuss his past. Outlook visited
one such constable at House No.F25 in Chhoti Baradari in
Jalandhar. Once the dreaded terrorist Kewal Singh of the KCF, he
today wears the respectable veneer of Constable Satnam Singh.
His wife Manjit Kaur refused to answer any queries except to say
that her husband is in the police, but his neighbours did say that
Satnam and Sukhi were in touch with each other. Sukhi, in fact,
was staying in the same colony till a couple of years ago. He has
since shifted to a bigger house in a civilian locality. Other Sukhi
associates have also had it good. Balkar Singh (Bittu) and
Nimma John have been recruited into the police. Nimma now
works in the intelligence wing of Ludhiana police and goes by the
name of Nirmaljit Singh. Tinu Bajwa alias Satbir Singh is
another former terrorist who once operated with Sukhi but who
now lives in a police colony in Ludhiana.

Ever since his cover was blown, Sukhi is being closely guarded by
the police. When Outlook interviewed him in a Chandigarh market,
he was accompanied by an armed escort. Asked about it, he says
he and his ilk need protection from Khalistanis who may still be
active. But, as Narain Singh Chaura, a Khalistani currently out
on bail, says, "The movement is dead. All its protagonists are
toothless. Daljit Bittu is the most dreaded of the former terrorists
and Sukhi attended his wedding last year. So, what does he have to
fear?"

With dead terrorists tumbling out of police cupboards alive, the
obvious question is: whose bodies were shown as dead? The
Khalsa Action Committee (KAC), a human rights organisation,
had compiled a list of 1,838 bodies illegally cremated by the
Punjab police during the heyday of terrorism. And activists see a
possible link between this list of the missing and the ‘dead’
terrorists. Meanwhile, for those stuck between death and life, the
courts are the only recourse. They are seeking protection from the
Punjab and Haryana High Court "as they might be eliminated by
the police anytime to protect themselves". There would be no

escaping this death.
**kkkk

NOW, HINDU NATIONALISTS REWRITING
CALIFORNIA TEXTBOOKS
Angana Chatterji

The attempts of diasporic Hindu nationalist organizations in the
United States to intervene in revising segments on India, Indian
history, and Hinduism in 6th grade textbooks in California State
schools is disturbing. On December 2, 2005, the Curriculum
Commission, an advisory body to the California State Board of
Education accepted 131 of the 153 revisions proposed by Hindu
Education Foundation (HEF) and Vedic Foundation (VF), two
groups affiliated with Hindutva, militant Hindu nationalist
ideology. The edits offered by these groups were adopted amid
intense lobbying and the misrepresentation that their views
represent those of 'ALL HINDUS' in the diaspora. This bears
testimony to the power and resources of long-distance Hindu
nationalism, and its organizing capabilities in the United States.

The changes proposed by HEF, VF, and the Ad Hoc Committee,
on the basis of recommendations made by Professor Shiva Bajpai,
who too is affiliated with the World Association for Vedic Studies,
a Hindu nationalist organization, assert a nationalistic and mythic
history of India as 'social fact'. Contrary to reputable scholarship,
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the revisions refute the migration of Aryans, associated by historians
with the emergence of Hinduism, from Central Asia into India. The
revisions posit Hinduism as indigenous to India and ascribed with
its origins, rendering mute the histories of adivasis (tribal, first
peoples) and their subjugation by Hindus. On page 238, the Ad Hoc
Committee proposed, and the Curriculum Commission accepted,
that the current text, "The Aryans created a caste system' be replaced
with: 'During Vedic times, people were divided into different social
groups (varnas) based on their capacity to undertake a particular
profession.'

Such storying dissociates the caste system from Hinduism, and
discounts and neutralizes the oppressive structure and politics via
which the caste system was constituted. It presents the caste system
as a fluid arrangement, not restricted by ancestry. On page 245, the
Ad Hoc Committee proposed, and the Curriculum Commission
accepted, that the current text, ‘Men had many more rights than
women', be replaced with: 'Men had different duties (dharma) as
well as rights than women. Many women were among the sages to
whom the Vedas were revealed.' The inequity of women's rights is
legitimated and discoursed as ‘different rights', invisibilizing
women's subordinated role in a patriarchal society, and the Vedas
posed as 'revealed' doctrines.

The revisions highlight Hindutva's misogyny and bigotry, and assert
a non-reflective gaze at power that justifies Hindu dominance and
cultural nationalism. Their history makes Hinduism uniform,
monotheistic, and monolithic, dismissing the disenfranchisement of
women, dalits, adivasis, and religious minorities under centuries of
Hindu ascendancy in what is today India, and therefore their
ongoing struggles for justice and self-determination. What message
are we sending children? The positions taken by HEF and VF are
deliberate, and consistent with the attempts of Hindutva groups
toward rewriting history in India, where sectarian education
campaigns undertaken by Hindu extremist groups demonize
minorities through the teaching of fundamentalist curricula. The
Hindu right-wing has instituted an educational network for rural and
disenfranchised peoples in India, building on a mandate that
validates the paramountcy of a 'Hindu worldview' and the
assembling of a Hindu state.

Such corruption of education incites political and social fires,
cultivating a culture of hatred toward non-Hindus and those that
refuse to submit to Hindutva's tyranny. Hindu nationalist
organizations, such as the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS),
have spearheaded this movement in India, successfully penetrating
into educational systems and centralized regulatory commissions.
The RSS has fashioned an institutional umbrella that has had
damaging impact on education at the local level.

Created by the RSS in 1977, the Vidya Bharati Akhil Bharatiya
Shiksha Sansthan network focuses on moral, extracurricular and
physical education for 'mind, body, and spirit'. The Vidya Bharati
system supervises over 18,000 schools in India, with a shared
curriculum across the country. The RSS has established a network
of schools, such as the Vanvasi Kalyan Parishads, Vivekananda
Kendras, Sewa Bharatis, Ekal Vidyalayas, to advance the
ideological agenda of Hindu nationalism. For adivasis (referred
derogatorily by Hindu nationalists as 'vanavasis' or ‘forest dwellers')
and dalits (erstwhile 'untouchable' castes), this ongoing reality of
Hinduization forces their coercive incorporation into Brahmanical
Hinduism. Hindu nationalists have utilized such educational

networks as mechanisms through which to recruit and mobilize
women, adivasis, and dalits in campaigns against religious
minorities. The participation of Hinduized women, adivasi, and
dalit communities in the genocide of Muslims in Gujarat in 2002
exemplifies this pattern.

Following the Bharatiya Janata Party's (BJP) accession to power at
the centre in 1998, Hindu nationalist educators were inducted into
the National Council for Education and Research Training
(NCERT), the national curriculum development and review body,
to make changes to school curricula. With the defeat of the BJP at
the centre in 2004, processes to reverse these changes have been
instated. The United States Department of State, in its International
Religious Freedom reports of 2002, 2003, and 2004, stated that
attempts at Hinduizing education endangered religious freedom in
India. Now it appears that this same strategy is insinuating itself in
California.

Hindu nationalist curricula must not masquerade as 'standard
education' in California. The California State Board of Education
must note that the VF and HEF and their supporters are closely
connected to Hindu nationalist organizations. The HEF, its
coordinators and advisors, for example, include members of the
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS, the US counterpart of the RSS)
and Vishwa Hindu Parishad of America (VHP-A), another key
Hindutva organization. The Hindu American Foundation has
threatened legal action against the California Board of Education
in regard to the textbook changes. Its president, Dr. Mihir
Meghani, has been a member of both the HSS and VHP-A.

Hindu nationalists in the US have been targeting Professors
Michael Witzel (Harvard University), James Heitzman (UC,
Davis), and Stanley Wolpert (UCLA). These scholars reviewed the
edits proposed by Hindu nationalists and suggested responsible
changes premised on credible histories. Mr. Gaurang Desai of the
HSS derogatorily equated Professor Witzel to Hitler in speaking to
the Curriculum Commission. This is ironic criticism given
Hindutva's professed admiration for Hitler and the Nazi Party, as
Madhav Sadashiv Golwalkar, an early RSS ideologue, expressed in
1938, in "We or Our Nation Defined':

‘Germany shocked the world by her purging the country of the
Semitic races -- the Jews. National pride at its highest has been
manifested here'. He continued: 'The non-Hindu people in
Hindustan [homeland of Hindus] ... may stay in the country
wholly subordinated to the Hindu nation claiming nothing,
deserving no privileges, far less any preferential treatment, not
even citizen's rights.’

After being nominated Chief Minister of Gujarat in October 2001,
Mr. Narendra Modi incorporated the teachings of Hindutva in his
governance of Gujarat. According to a Times of India article,
entitled, 'In Modi's Gujarat, Hitler is a textbook hero' in tenth grade
school texts: 'present a frighteningly uncritical picture of Fascism
and Nazism. The strong national pride that both these phenomena
generated, the efficiency in the bureaucracy and the administration
and other "achievements" are detailed, but the exterminations of
Jews and atrocities against trade unionists, migrant laborers, and
any section of people who did not fit into Mussolini or Hitler's
definition of rightful citizen do not find mention.'

Hate mail directed at Professor Witzel has accused him of being a
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‘racist’. This is a despicable example of slander, and, in the name of
a high moral principle, makes a mockery of the seriousness of
racism. Respected and credentialed scholars such as Professor
Witzel and others who served on the review panel must be judged
by the merits of their scholarship. Instead, Hindu nationalists, such
as Mr. Desai and Dr. Yvette Rosser, who ambiguously refers to
Professor Witzel as 'a professor from Harvard University' (India-
West), systematically fabricate libelous and defamatory allegations
to discredit individuals, rather than engage with integrity the issues
raised by those who oppose them.

Issues of racism and ethnocentrism that diasporic communities are
confronted with in the United States are of critical concern and
prompt us to seek curricular changes, hoping that a respectful
curriculum will further facilitate a multicultural society. In
proposing curricular changes, we must however make distinctions
between national pride that wishes to put forward a uniform and
glorifying version of history and the scholarship of history, which
seeks to present the complexities within. Fiction as history does not
benefit Indian-American and other California school-goers, for
whom engagement with the past must facilitate a deep questioning
of how things come to be, of what constitutes knowledge, of how
knowledge is contested, so that the study of history informs the
work of citizenship.

[From SikhSpectrum.com Quarterly., Issue No.22, February 2006.ED]

[While Hindu groups in California are exerting undue pressure to change
their history to show them in positive light, their counterparts in India have
engaged in distorting Sikh history towards negative in the school textbooks.
The role of Murli Manohar Joshi, Minister of Human Resources
Development, Govt. of India, in a prior administration, and Dr. M. S. Rahi’s
court battles to right the wrong are detailed in the January 2003 issue of The
Sikh Bulletin. ED.]
*kkkk

FRANCE WILL RESPECT SENTIMENTS OF
SIKHS: CHIRAC
Tuesday, 21 February, 2006, 19:16
New Delhi: French President Jacques Chirac has said his
country may allow Sikh students to wear 'patka'(scarf)
instead of turban' in educational institutions and added their
sentiments would be respected. The French President gave an
assurance to this effect to Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha L K Advani who called on him in New Delhi on
Monday. Briefing newspersons, BJP parliamentary party
spokesman Vijay Kumar Malhotra said that when Advani
had urged him to reconsider the ban on turbans in schools in
France and allow at least 'patkas’, Chirac immediately
assured him that his government would do so. "You can
assure the Sikh community, on my behalf, that their

sentiments will be taken care of," Chirac told Advani.
*kkkk

LETTER TO THE PRES. OF BABA MAKHAN

SHAH LUBANA GURDWARA, NY
March 24, 2006

S. Pritam Singh Gilvian, President, Baba Makhan Shah Gurdwara,
New York, Via Fax: 718-591-0658.

S. Pritam Singh Ji: Waheguru Ji Ka Khalsa. Waheguru Ji Ki Fateh.
Yesterday, after our telephone conversation and as requested by
you, | faxed to you several pages of news circulating on the internet
about Maan Singh Bhewe wale, who contrary to the principles of

Gurmat, presents himself or has his associates present him as
Shiromani Sant. Along with that was the news about opposition to
his visit to Dubai the previous weekend. Also faxed to you was an
article on Ranjit Singh Dhadrian wale published in The Sikh
Bulletin Vol. 8 No0.1&2, 2006 since during the course of our
conversation defending your invitations to Maan Singh over a
course of many years you expressed your plans or desires to invite
Ranjit Singh Dhadrian wale as well.

It is incumbent upon people in your position of leadership
and responsibility to bring before sangat kirtanias and kathakars
who confine themselves to the hymns in Guru Granth Sahib and
explain their correct meaning and urge upon the sangat to follow
and practice in real life what the Gurbani is teaching us. Use of
‘kachi bani’ is specifically forbidden in the Gurdwaras and yet that
is the trade mark of these so called Sants. In their defense and in
defense of your decision to invite Bhewe wale for two weeks in
April, 2006 and Dhadrian wale some time in the future, you
mentioned multiple six figure numbers of Amritdharis that these
two have created. Where are they? Did they create thinking,
learned and practicing Sikhs or mere numbers to claim as their
followers and some thing to brag about?

Sadly, Gurdwaras have ceased being Dharamsals as Gurus
envisioned but have become temples where Guru Granth Sahib is
not read and understood but is worshipped in the same manner as
stone deities are worshipped in Hindu Temples. And precisely in
Hindu fashion we dress up palkis and take Guru Granth Sahib for
nagar kirtan i.e. darshan in the manner that Hindu deities are
carried on the streets in a rath. We have even copied their practice
of jagrata that we call ransvai kirtan. What does one learn from
non stop hymn singing all night? Perhaps the biggest ransvai and
nagar kirtan event in USA is one every November in Yuba City,
California where well meaning but misguided volunteers fall head
over heels to feed the already well fed and the success is counted
in the size of the gathering as compared to years past. While it
exposes the Sikh community in favorable light and creates
awareness about our numerical strength and strong presence in the
United States, it contributes nothing to Sikh religion and learning
Gurmat. There has not been a single year when anything of
substance pertaining to teaching about the message in Gurbani to
our own new generation, let alone to the non-Sikh Americans, or
anything pertaining to our social and political situation in this
country, has been discussed.

In the short telephone conversation we had we were not able
to change each other’s mind but we were cordial. Now knowing in
how high esteem you hold Maan Singh Bhewe wale, I commend
you for your civility during our entire conversation. | also thank
you for your generosity in offering the privacy of your house for
one to one dialogue with Maan Singh to exchange views. | had
declined that invitation because from a very painful personal
experience that | had with another self styled Sant | knew that
these people, who insert themselves between the Guru and his Sikh
and by calling themselves Sants usurp the place of our true Sant
the Guru, cannot and will not change and if they do pretend to
change that is only to avoid a potentially harmful to them situation
at that moment and they will revert to their original position at the
first sign that danger has been eliminated. There is a perfect
Punjabi proverb to explain this human nature. Since we all know it,
for the sake of civility | rather not say it.

Please calmly dwell on the few views that | have expressed
in this letter. There is urgent need to reform what goes on in all the
Gurdwaras in the name of Sikhi. Message in the Guru Granth
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Sahib is unlike in any other scripture. Let us get this message out to
our young people and their American friends and see the tree
planted by Guru Nanak blossom from coast to coast. Persons in your
position of leadership and responsibility are indispensable for that to
materialize. Guru Fateh., Hardev Singh Shergill

Encls: Two articles from www.sikhmarg.com on Ranjit Singh
Dhadrian wale by Sarbjot Singh Sawaddi, San Jose, California and

Gurdev Singh Toronto, Canada.
*kkkk

MAAN SINGH BHEVE WALA
News from Dubai
The man in the above subject, Maan Singh Bheve Wala (The so
called Sadh) on his previous visit to Dubai in March 1995 had
divided the Sikh sangat of U.A.E. and was instrumental in closing
the gurdwara in Sharjah by Sharjah Police. The Police raid on
gurdwara resulted in the arrest of more than 25 people from sangat
at the time of weekly programe in gurdwara at that time.

It came to our notice that he is again coming to Dubai on
17.03.2006. On the schedule time of flight | went to the Dubai
airport with my vidio camera to record and to see how many and
how many times one touches his feet to take his asheervad. The
people who had come to rceive him came to me and said that our
mahapurash is coming and you cannot take his vidio film. Near by
one Pakistani Punjabi man was listning and he remarked why you
are stopping this man from taking photograph, "If he is mahapurakh
let others also see him and if he is not then he is either badmash or
wanted by the Police. Upon his arrival at the exit gate people who
sponsored him manhandeled me and prevented me from taking
pictures. I cought hold of one man to take him to the Police but he
snached his hand from me and ran away. At airport we came to
know that he will give programe in one of the gurdwara in Dubai.
We decided to let sangat know about his deeds by distributing news
cuttings.

We made a small leafet of six pages. The leaflet contained the news
cuttings from SanjhSavera from Canada, Santa de Kautak Part two
written by Bhai Sukhdev Singh Sabra, Spokesman Monthly
Magzine from Chandigrh and Local English news paper Khaleej
Times. In the evening we started distributing these leaflets out at the
concerned gurdwara. Some members of manegment commatee of
this gurdwara came to meet me out side and informed that they have
cancelled Maan Singh's programe so please distribute it where he is
allowed to give programe. We sttoped immediatelly and kept these
leflets reserved for future. His return flight is confirmed for 25th
March on Emirates flight EK-512 to Delhi as per his original
schedule. The other prominent gurdwaras in Dubai have also been
given these leaflets for their information.

Thanks and best Regards, Prabhjit Singh, (Sewadar) Khalsa Panchayat

U.A.E. DUBAI.
*

Dear Shergill Ji, Fateh Ji: This in response to your request to
writeup the complete episode of the visit of Maan Singh Bheve
wala to Dubai. You are in receipt of eye witness report of Maan
Singh,s visit to Dubai in 1993 & 1995. It is clear in the report
that Maan Singh,s interactions with the sikh sangat was
“HAKARY” & “BADMASHY” type. He also knew that, he is
least welcome in Dubai, given the circumstances under which he
left Dubai in 1995.

We under the banner of “Khalsa Panchayat UAE Dubai” are
the watchdogs for “Gurmat Parchar”. We are also not members
of any Gurdwara Management Committee. It was brought to
our notice that Maan Singh is again coming to Dubai & his first
program is in a new Gurdwara ( We never heard about it) under
construction in Um Al Quain about 60 km from Dubai. On 10th
March we had a meeting with the management of that
Gurdwara & briefed them about his previous deeds. They were
surprised to read his deeds in the news items & books we
showed to them. The announcement for Maan Singh’s program
was not made in the Gurdwara & was canceled.

On 17th March, 2006 he arrived at Dubai airport and its report
was sent by E-Mail to you. | was manhandled at the time of
taking video. On 10th March his program for 17th March was
announced in Sonapur Gurdwara in Dubai. This had to be
canceled because of our initiative to educate Sikh sangat out
side the Gurdwara through leaflets. This had a very positive
effect and no other Gurdwaras allotted time to him. His
departure was on 25th and only Friday of 24th required full
vigilance on all the Gurdwaras. Our men were in all the
Gurdwaras & the material for distribution was ready in case he
is given time unannounced. It never happened & he left Dubai
without giving any program in any of the Gurdwaras during his
stay between 17th to 25th March, 2006 in Dubai. Thanks &

Best Regards, Prabhjit Singh, (Khalsa Panchayt UAE Dubai)
*kkkk
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I U9 fimrer HEDY T TSt I I8 T AT & 3T g9 o
feadt AoH I F R TEE A AeH Iy R gonSt
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9 difde fiw F & ¥s-g¢ & ugs et Ay g I gfenmi
9 T HIEL TAY T HIS3TI
nH fid Harst &t Tacet &2t feo oy foor o @ a9
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wfg »r€ fimig ¥39 39 37 93 niE & °HS |
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afy diafs fa@ e, fas gu fagg |
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feam afg o a1 fag gt sEmifa gfal
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Ut3H 99t 7 a1 35 of fagns Afe |
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A (T HITET JqIT) Far FdeT I | (Ut Tnfl) Sarat
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foar &, € fears &t 716 vgre T fedht G 3 SR O |
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393 $ U »iF 3% &9 J9d YyITIY I6 H feRT JeH I Jat
feg 3791 % 910 &% Mam 7R 3T U Iwer I X AT A=A
& I 2= I 7 nmust Sfimr TR I dft S fRftnm gaErt
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fer &t 37° 39 38x Aoy ueE3 feg UBAEr AY 39T U6 3
MWE&?WW&&@FSWW%|
Hﬁz@wmww@ufﬂeuﬁzﬁMHﬁWu
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ywAT 7 f5T 7 o AOt AHST 9% H3TEA 7 faor T
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Jg »IFs ¥ T 397 ZoEd 3 foar & feg godet vF @
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a1 famr At w3 89 fAge FeHT =J5, T 3 mis afsee
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@meﬁwmmgﬁﬁ?aﬁlfmw@wéfw
fegr T fa gt <t »ifadt 9=t & I, i &% UA fegs
WHG 3 IS 341 &7 I<|
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3T Al A9 Aee 9F fa 8F AN € geHT Adiditd © JoH
nigAg feg Wesr Tudh| Adfdia & »iagr gad faf fesr 2
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HTS Wes™ & o HHH wdsg IaF ot & &3 87 o
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Rt 3 WY fow o9 s 8o faor M fx fem o @
TG § dE JI&T Gﬂaﬁ?%w@ﬂ(aﬁ) ?wmwmfr fega
nrBar GTFﬂ'ET %————|Htﬁa?ra@ﬂ m?r T EHM

uge o g @ AT ew weEt A A fx d9 gs I fem
39t ST & Tor Joel fée I9F AP ga9 ¥9 feudt 3
feaq 3t gAY < gqH3 & fer fwe@E #®H 3 Idt =9 fesr
w3 feaH IS A TE OoUS det HefAEsT § U Ul
for wesr & 9T o fogmat T s3I ©AA foT AES 996
& amm oSt fx g9 3 vmuE yee Yt @ qEt fmerst
AY &0t nuEet o3 g & Aoz © fug w1 @ dF © foms
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Adidtd HAfgsra  gEd ufgdt @9 ®d9 uAr A
MUE U39 YAd  § fIesW ags A3 AN & feras
WEAd Addng @ 5 AfaGIET a9s s A3 Ae fx
Hosa |t & fHeow fast fam ¢ @ug Saz Af o &
5" 8T As| mofdte € 33 ot & €39 &dt A=t A
IIsa |t & efors &t At fa fom fdg & 3t o 9%
FIar I AEY Mot Mg =99 89 89 SO As| e fAae
T X widgg @ © IS nigw-da®  ni3 miEr Hint g
Aet fegmuer © oM As A w@E9 g E-n@dt
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JIAT AG| Magd & AfdT T HG © MASS W36 Buds
st & fegr WWWW|WW?;W§H
3 IEHNT T 33 I3% Fd< o3t 18Iz HiT Hini i et
sfanr {3 88 37 & ®d9d »d AT f&nm niZ wust 76
gt vy O%s feg WA g9t = niged A nieEos
for B9 © AoHE nm AT 37 He AgeE’ IF U9 Jed 9T <94
fdg & Haza o €mwwmwm°rm@ﬂ@
3t 43 foas Aeer AE8T HIsT uf € ma® Jwar | €F
gz 3t AR et e & wdg e et M- G0 € I
T 9 & o §or foor | o€ o 87 & 9 39 3 mfosEw

Cr @ I®3 T B I9AHT I Al WJ T IAHN A
I ¥F7, 37T Ad W »iedr & Ud H afoar| ate U9 fiRs &
A3 mied, 30 39 TISH dEr J miad | HET get e
& e fx aﬁwfagw g 93 () IWY3 I
wUET  FeHT Uit @ 38 nidad @ Hiost feg He
ydgie He A J9dfdenit & &F feg i3 99 niHe feg
3937 ®Et B3FT fumer W TR ¥ W fifg T9d & @
Wt gF o As| v A & fER few femwH & 3dte
ferdt 1 wew gt o widgd & feRGTH T TEHE

ANSE a1 fumm »i3 8 3 geagr uBz <t fedinf
FoE Bd fimi| nidgd © T9aan® feg WA Us o9d B

Aot 3B AW a3, feg 8F AR & o dudr 3AEIS
I & HosT ot & =foms I9s I <991 fug 3t &t foenf
5% §3t ggst JHeder Jue dT AEr Hioit v T9ar &t
B9 59 dg< Asl N I9s  Of A3 feudnt 3 st
HISH HF nf3 AT »WUE AEMT 3% H9 HY e 98 YAS
3 Ig I96 THIES! =31 BI9 UJY Ae| feg 8 AN Emoff
AITHACGHM®  Jaemft g6 188 3° g5 & I° midAd
nagd W T FIH AN »md  fdE 3t 8IS aws
AggT ¥ 33 »BE & gon3 adT Sde Fel A feutdt
FIE TAY I6 AR dE 3 ATt i’ T s feu o EAt =
fg g & B8R w3dt = fomsT axarfent A |

e dux IT feus ®ar ugos fa g9 7t & AT T
& f58 ST 3 wgs A foHEs HIsT o ST X R
g ¥ wet (feg & J97 S5 T A oimar Ifeer IR e

T &t fX@fT AT S@aT It ISET Mt =B g wigdr idt
At H | o3 gaH niEed fex yodt 9w few I3 oW
JI I T USHEH WA F96 ©F TBdt &I A9 AT 13
HIsT o 3T BF IJ AT T AAT I8 AHSHT A At
w3 8F 3 udlts T # foges ¥ T IT o 93
T A ¥ AfsET AU T HY 98 HIST HT & A3
fordt feq UAg u®E T gRTd AMSY 96 3 g9 fdT
AT AIE | TT SO9 T I »ixgd © 99 AN © THI
e for AHE © Y If%nr | qonwHI A ft €3 I It
WEEd JOWT T HIUS FY ISt wiged UAg »rBEr 3 ag
TITT TTI I AET A | mIET T 9 AN T fugs worfant
feg wemr wot oo oAy T yged  gSo I93 fou
wirfenr |HeT gt 9o Jeg Hal samdgdr n3( fAsis)
o Her A fAret Seguar Wit WeY TR UA o
Adte, fag3 396 T, 3, @5 o 2T I, EHeEY,fEx I
feo femeA 995 @ w3 B9 feu f&d 99 & A3 T T

“O‘Io

8g aeg 1 8F 3 fier Ifgz o I I &I J| »iT TeIt
&% ddr 93 fegg oder A Gust & fews Fdor &

gdle gyt § wided © 999 fe¥ A¥ 3 20 AT I
Fuer A/t AfUE 7T X HISA HT T oH &% mfentt famr A, §
s feggue &% % G9x muE Uoar 9% gEr
fonr | AdE &% 8r my fex J9 AEAt EH wifonE
AIIEt (AaH 1564 ) Afx A &9s @ foor Ht, & fey
¥y At @ Audd feg wnifenm 3t gt o 8 & Shue
gt 3 g3 yges dfenr n3 8R § wud firs < Aess
BE AS I WaT AE o »US HTH 9% ¥ o g3%t feg
THS o9 fonrmIfer By wifoHe AIIET § HAee MSSAST
At gArT gATr WW&H%‘:’T(WWW Afag
3 g9 A U Uvr dz @ -fan & oA d8<9 Tw

FI&T AT ) 3 feAer Isamieg H?ﬂ“a? f%'tfﬂEFLEs’ g fesr

< fammer = m%rwa g famorr | 3t feg ygg & g3 &
fmw Culiy fﬂ%ﬂsw?r TR m3 for 92 iwEEd @

g femsty € <0 Bt g3 @ & feguer § & I
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AIIS T TS A U9 w3 feg 8F &8 e faus,
U3 AY HY »i3 I9He fima As| & uzT Uz iy ¥3
& 49 »m 99 Ae| 993 AY AIede A ufgst femm—r
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6,1606 ) 3 I YRS Tt § I FAIEE! 3IIF II § MW T
fow feg foam I dAg <5 €3 funr 3T5 60 9w udg
MUE gHede fEed &9 gdares J9d Iwdet 99 Al B
I3 YRS © e ©f HE9 fhee A9 It mofeis & nmust
3% TAg 3 IU yEan3 AT ¥ 39 udr H3T BH SdtE
Frdt g OFe 9=t W ¥ uAS © fugr I35 »i3 €R 3
Y J96 T oM © fest | feg w3 A9 I »iy wmuE wR
g frrdt & % iy =9l gudt & &9 @ fug fug Uay
IF ¥z fior w3 ®I9 U9 fomrl o W 3 yAI &
gog A udfzner famr AT A By g9t gyt 3 WA g6
T YAS § AEMT AHS FONNS € AOHE UR o137l Aofitg
& MUE TEET HY 9 gudl § HISA W wr fustg fest
ASUGES ma@ﬂgmﬁmmﬁmwmw
AOHE 2 HIe™ fozr w3 wiudfue® X ToewisAs
Wﬁ#uﬁﬁmﬁw@ﬂ@rmwmé
HIZHT o §w&wnf8€amﬂaw A & fanrst a9s
Far fumrr |

A ATEMT  nigAS, I IAs €< A Yt TaH
39w, feg 99 gaH Afx ®IT T THN ofgr w3 I YSt
J fast & yAd & I3-I3 T©I® B W9 i3t AT fAH nigAg
feg @ 3t W(Hﬁ?ﬁewwem)sﬁ?ﬁmn
3 ICE! I T ¥ f¥ HZ A Hds T
T gan 2 nEE-fEs 96 U9

g
g
25 i

A U feg 99 39 3 T9A I5| FE fefsom aat 3
wEae feg Af AT gs @ Tt gant § fed v I ISt
5% g At § HoHe w3 A & ¥ e vzs It

UG usF I3 9T Bt T Mt AT e[ Afag 3
ISR

TH gJ<dl © fos fodt @ Aoe goet & /t nid®
343 Afag widr UAt fug” 7 fof & o&3 U uzst g€t ust
J 3t 89 U5 H wig® 3uz Afog © AEeg fiw Arfas famrst
Tfdreg i T3 it AfESt &8t 3gATa At fa 89 Uzgaar &
A @ AOHET ode I8 <t f&d afde 3J fa “afoe I3
adt, 7 afoe A, 89 §A & ke ean a9 fézr 17

g fx8° Wt feg Su37 frge R w9 @U

feaast-gfant € uR YUz 396 & a08 U 39 Ao, frigh &
wﬁwﬁwwﬁwﬁawﬁwaw@%w@wm
J1 A< S g It Har gfenr, @Wamamﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ?aﬂ—
W&?@Ewwmeaﬁwgﬂ?aéﬂaw%aﬁﬂ
8ot € I8t ¥3 famr, 8F & 3T 37 <93¢ I, fE A BB
J8 Y3 o9 o fed fAdt ‘Ageat &% S9UHS I A€ T HG &7
g |

fer =t vy i et & iy grgeneT yEux anet
T yus 3 wigeed & 9T @ 7 feg T oafi gafos ©
aafHa Her 9 a1 st /i, frge yursdt uedt &t © fugt &
AwaR § 8R anet € ity St €8 g2 9T Had g8 dt Ifge
T gdier H gfee 9 &t &) O, U9 AEegt & faues
q96 TH HHA JeEnT YUK and 83 I T oes
nﬁr&ﬁwe*nﬂwsf%ﬁwm%%mmé
FEA & WS Y3 Yog & feor Jfmr Afed mifow §
Ffae gdier At fx feg HHe 73 fegras digar &dt, ug €9
T3 IS Ffas < g3 It &7 I3 A

T 37 fowl ST mieat i 928 »id®t €% © Wit &1
o BF € aidt ¥ yus A. yis i A9eT seare AT &
wssﬁwaazrtrga'a WE%UW@FHWHBBH?
Fg<TfenT famr /Y, fAgs o2 vt @% o fHiewr Jfenr
Fﬁlﬂwu%%fawﬁfaétmaﬁﬁgﬁéaﬂém
AT €8 13T fumr g€ & wies d9-Hfeusa I, ug &
gE% O3 % Ko Jf &dt Aal @9 A &< fia’ & A9l 353
37 fest 3 Age 3T & Iew o3 ©f fiuet 98t 3AR & dt 9
98T B I famr 3 Bt o FU-forest U I T
Tfent & U9 €4z o €9 A39T €AE9 € AH 3 3T 9
®ET IJ, U w9t § TUfdd ImiE 99 J€t U J 9T I
396 T &S a9 31 3 Bt efeg & G fost fenr um 1=t
st vigs Uz & fodt It Al RS & Uz HE 3 7 et
AT 3l & faddt gt 37 8F fos UR § & At I At A,
yg R © €4t 3l & 79 I K uw At fa st wistat
39 A § o & 391 AZT, nigErs &R fos ufowt &, uret
et g2 feg €7 Hae U H »ias Uz € AEeT ISt
mfog & fer Fa & sfed3t »im 3 &dt a3t

AIs' 03 & R fost § & 1e & ges o3 & fiuet I8t
39 & 9 IIT BT I€H UF ¥ Iq9-9d9 Jfoe ¥ gege
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& Irgema act @ e-f3ordt 3 g Aggt & ufo® Ade A.
yHs i & 8t g7 A9 A. g9fees i § yors g< fanr
MU I9 Hos @t B 968 03 @% neg3 Re St a8 o 3
W% IY3 Aoy '3 < oo fAarfes 77 i3t i Ao oz & Ayt
o A9g €9 IA3t T gaH &dt Hfewr f&g ¥ar A, A< A8C9
et ft Qf & M AAR FS X CgEdt 7 It J, g€ 99
FWYFT?STE(EE"@ w%%ﬂmaé%@aﬁaﬁml

wmw%ﬁﬁws@n%ﬁ%?ja@
9 9 eI § Bt 9 F9TET T gaH ¥ I3, 3T En
U3 & fer § & e9f3nr 3 €-39¢T AggH 37 a9 fesh few
uH 37 fddt it €3 g BEt UH 3 UaHTdt @ 99 @3 e
I T UH »d% 343 Afdg € A8ET 3° AdST 3ot & fed3t
Aot & U I< & gaH Adt a9 fasT| HamAe feg adt | fx
HHS & 25t fuerar aorfent A, Far feg i fiX wids 3u=
Wa?mﬁémw%ww%ﬁ#?mu%ﬂﬁr
AHIUE &9 a6 A 3audie d& & fB3wrg I A6 A< €0 fea3t
3% & 68 &7 I 3 B HOB3 Hatt 3T Hows feg 9 < et
Uﬁzﬁagwﬁamuﬁwaﬁeﬁﬁsﬁ 3t fx At 98t
At 83 far <t 37T »iH® 799 a9 fanr A<

B 39 & qgeE few @ 99 alsew v § AR
Zeidt mfgg o thaurst fearg Ae sH9 e A, U9 89 37 I3
3 g% 48 J¥| TF 39K © oz @@z UF fiw Arfoes &
foord B & fagr /i, et Afog 3 80 & & G5ifon w3
%&%%ﬁmmwﬁwﬁwﬁ@nuﬁwﬂwm
T A gElde J9¢ 9T fHY A8t 8t 5% et Afgudr &
a9s| Ig-yust § & UH U & feas AEed 98 At a1 fen
JSH ©t & AEET & IHTE3 &d6 3° &0 a9 fadt, 39 & faar;
AT, Ug &=t = gaH ©F ed<dt 3 g A9t a9 <t 3% I A,
TE &I for T 13 fEg < foamer T f& »id® 343 AFaHE
At fifg: J<t 9, A 91F g2 o Uy g gfewr Aer 3, U9 He-
35 T foueT i3 fast feg 92 ufast &t s & At 7 X
TH 39K ¢ fan ¢ fuse dt gaH At &9e J1

ﬂﬁ@ﬁ%@éfﬂrﬁr&@rmﬂmg%ﬂm@
ySiagH at dferm? g9 uR ft sa=s=idt 9T &a ugh A
%ﬁaﬁgﬁwmgwﬁﬁwmmﬁuaﬁaﬁﬁu
Je 13T famr fog wims <t i3 famr fa feg fag »er =
fe3u 395 HET AZ AEHEMT € »id €H SJ<dl & AIST 39t €
UHT 7S »id™® 33 Afdg & AIHE UASdl 3 8¢ I ©f 8
uBH @ AE feg geevet & a1 a9ad1l @ i wigert & R
Whmmnﬁaemﬁwﬁmﬁu
TR § TS T JF-5F AT I IT IS 3 9. WA, T
gre & afg fazn faat aus &t 3% I fx figt & A 3 <5t
g3fHa uest @ et & fdese & fegg 37 <t &a Hat At
fag »ig. wH. wH. T &4c faor 7 fogor T 3 AEe9 Afog fer
T ALY TF Hdl <t &Jt IfT I

8ot & o3 few wie fHIe ge® niadl €5 &
7809 feg U'F I6edR a9 & A. yaH fiw ges & faar;
‘NS Y3 T AUTT T IaH &7 Hoo iyt © A9Y €9 343
g It I1 fea famrs Uz F fEw AuEr 7, R aEt grow @t
8®9 Aou® HafiasT @ fitd Agest I J 8% f9ar 99, U9
fugaz a3 J9 oA J1 U8 99" A ufgst feandt 1994 © fos

TR v Y3 Afdg & AEe9 @ Y. Hor3 ffw & A9
naE U3 fEdd 96 @ As™ i3 H 3u3 eHeH Afag
3F<St A fey udas As™ AT o 68 IH9 A9 middt
H3I* & AfoHSt yare 1St /Y, ug fea® 7. yam i g% &
343 Afdg ©f AcH 3° »id® 343 Afdg & A8Cd & g5
o fozr 3 68 €5 & 39 I° Asl BF A% fepndt 3 fig
fox Tt fag A3 nwias #izat & ey & & fa3r At fa 89 nia®
343 Afdg = gaH fov Is, U9 %% Aoy & f&F adt At
&1z 7 H »id® 3U3 € AEE9 & 8T § UH JT e Afenr
?@UWW@WK&W%E@HW@?M
83 ¥ feas mEEw &t adt, yI Im fiw Afges & fagr
Yoz 3 fHT @9 mie A | fATS 31t wim 89 s 3aet a9
afs 99 75, 89 8at § €8 7 q¥t I9 afde A 3 H &
3w <t &Jt As I

A. yaF fiw 5% € 5% S o et Adfitg &9 & <
&g 3" A9 I9vet g9 Jfg fa3i, ug feg 937 3% famr
ny 8t & Si-at i3 Ifenr A HY nias U=z Aifow © g
AET 3T Ier3 fHw & fioe fer aod gours ag s H,
3t fa ‘GA AT Ifoc o i Afoas § war fenr & BR &
A9t I3 I IF J JAHSH W3 TSH 9% da<T AG| feg M
fenie 78 AT famst yds fAw & <t A< 99 IaH Hoe 3°
57 a9 fodt, 8F ¥ y=wdt °F 3 &9 d96 ¢ geEe
mm—d AR 79 & ufe S5 feee v &9 o
H33E TU AT 3 A famrdt yIs fiw & 99 J9 fiy &%
foor it mAaftg a9 & fift "9 I9UHS I96 T gAHEHT
At g9 fegr 3t dtt 7t & fomrat yIs i & It AEet 3
HOUAS a9 37 3 famrat gides fw et § mEee s &
WU fedg AT gaHeH E%c i3 Asl faast fiy-11s wiF
& AS?

farr & J9at &t It TEt & HHST aHet &t &=t
&<t Wt yurseht € wifgrs I3 ©F 9T A. me3T fw Has &
3t gfg 37 T fa /t »id® U3 Afog 9% a8 & & adT,
fore fig = & A ardter 1 B9t & ges Arfog wi diet A
sfggfent 71 fegd Haz Afog & 1994 € 8% Afog &8
fonie ed & It &dt, foa I9 wes & 93 II<t A Al
I HHET 7 Uz Frfog & wiget Aew €3 H 39 dE mrfog
eﬁaﬂﬁ%—ﬁnﬂr&ﬁwﬂsﬂ*éﬁﬁé}wmeszgfww
eﬁwwwmmwmmﬁmﬁgaﬁ?@a
#3T vuE 7% Tt TF et few wuE AHTER & ol
H‘&Tﬁé@éﬁ@ﬁﬂjwmm%ﬁﬁﬂﬁfﬁw
Afogs & fidt ‘S-3, -R° 83 €39 | om3 & &
%aﬁﬁﬁmmﬂﬁa%ﬂﬁwamfﬁwwﬁ%
ﬁmﬁmmﬁamwg@wamﬁfe&m
%geaamwwwmmmuagwﬂs‘dﬁm
mnﬁagm@agmwgﬂ?wwa@aﬁw
famr 3t BT TIT & TUT 33 WP 991 7 6 AEE9 Ao
3 WeT I3 & Hifgnr JT 3T ST TIeH & 83 HIS et
3 7 g9 o= /i, 87 T v ®8T wiur &t S Bzt &
@%é??ré]? ews—cﬂaaﬁe'wéﬁ H’)—FWB(’@UFIT—FEH‘EIW
Wgeed ge¢ IJ|
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7 & 92, fer ot @ H nigw ¥z Afgg € AEE9
fama} gfdreg fiw et & €0 a3 <t a9 feufenr I, faoz
ufgst o st At gfemm| UHT &t vy 3t Ae J, ud UHt T fos
83ta fast o, 8o & Aue 39 € fiy Has 8 Elae
oSt fodt fecfent fadt, @R & 989 It saswist feu €9
3 foo® U T fx fost feue@z @ & Qus' €t ovfes feg
goc & gf gu << aT| fon & <t oo &t faor fg aew w% &
f1gS vt 7 @7 €% € AIg99 fUG-U39 & wifdar aaefenr
J 3 Bt fedu ageet ISt AR, A o9 fan & fed faur fa
AEES o ueet 3 famrdt gfdes fw feist § g R T A
Fdter I T &% dos % gat 99 iy Afoas & & 89
S AfESt 99 AUHAE & &9 A

At aerfee = a3 wis § feg fsafen & AgeT saret
& Wed FE o 83 fict fou €3 o Jt 1% fouer &t ot fa
“303 fedu gEiae 96 ¥9 HAZ § oISt aret mufls TuR
et At I, IAF I IT-WT € TIHG-HNE &9 I 7 F MuET
SH I fedt & IrgenaT aH<T € 9T I9 AdST 39T 3T Ifde
T& fa HHe Har fasT famr 3, ug fAw Arfogs & feo g &
H AT four fa feg HAwT nigwst Hiféar feu fegra fonm a=an
‘it Hifear faast 3 o d<att, fem €t 39t It & fHE & fex
39 &% 85T 3 89 I3 137 J, H AYe' 39" AT IJ I5| AL 9T
“éa?ﬁ‘%’aﬁ 8r fie” fam wamt Hifear few R & yeroaht &
ﬁMIEWWﬁWﬁIWWWEW

T el HEd Wia® 3Y3 ATTHE AJST 39 & 3% §8 J8
ﬂa,fﬁwmﬁﬁa&ém%ﬂf&éﬁﬂa@ﬂﬁ?

U3 fer A9 g3 T Y3 fidg ffd Her 3a HiWg &dt
Ifg famm frgs ser w513 fiw fiadt 99 & 37 Jet fegg

a9 & g adt H, fiafes 396 @@ ¥99 ¥ JU &
feumat fogee € SH 79 fHadr T8 § mid® U3 € IHI
ned Ig-8€H UH &3 77 9J AG, AGT 39 o UHT & fes
€9 e St Far Ju It feue famm €9 T, fAm 3% fAw Afog
3} 7 vl €9 €96 899 9T Ae, IT foumet gafas &
S grgetfont famr I fog for wt ofenr 3 fued fedt a9
agt Uz foor At fq Aaeg eei=t ft & st & goenar anct
ot yusdtt 9T 3t aa9 miE I, I8 wuHs fiw fiad 3 & &
Aa3 JIa ot Iafds’ dnif firarfest @ve @ 93 a8 adt
n@er? Bt famist & AEET Afog § HAE9 aq e i3 89
fer A8 3 €399 3 3 HAS § Ufa® © g B3 afies @8
s F9a|

A0St 1% 99 & WSt 9T 3 @9-T9 fAd9 d9s %
3g g Aedt, 8T & &R @t et 71 iy &t &dt, Tamr 39
feg fan & g <Aer aet & JAdt a<E9 1984 St Bt
weaet & 93 9 ad d= Aae, #laaﬁvwﬁ!amﬂas'mmﬂ?s
ug et & »w@ﬁmwléweﬁwﬁammg
3T I o AT T IZIFNTH AI<EE & IHT JITEenT 7ieT
J, Bgf feu 859 s MIIH TElenT ¥ 4t foor J1 fUesad
W@Hﬂaﬁmmaﬁ?ﬁéfﬁwaﬁwm&m
T fox yus 3 AEHSS i3t H, 3@3%@%&%
8@8@8 ot feg A 9, Waﬂwwﬁ@fﬂaﬂﬁ?
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SIKH HISTORIAL ARTIFACTS
IN BRITISH MUSEUMS

Recently Prince Charles paid an official visit to the state of Panjab
and Sikh historical places. He was asked for his help in returning
Sikh historical artifacts that had been removed after occupation of
Panjab by the British, that now lie in various British museums.
According to the news paper reports the Prince promised his
cooperation.

Under ordinary circumstances this should be an occasion to
rejoice. But, unfortunately the experience of Sikhs in India since
1947 should be a lesson to learn from. Every Sikh in diaspora
worth his/her salt and every authentic Sikh organisation in
diaspora should unite together to thwart any attempt to return
those artifacts to Panjab for reasons stated below:

1. India has failed to show itself as a practicing democracy
where minority rights and basic human rights are
protected. It massacred Sikhs when a Sikh was a
figurehead President and massacred Muslims under a
Muslim figurehead President. Christians too have been
targeted but they will meet their Sikh and Muslim
treatment under a figurehead Christian President. Let
there be no ambiguity; any government in India will be a
Hindu Govt. whether Congress or BJP.

2. During the 1984 Indian Army attack on harmander Sahib
the Sikh library was torched. We still do not know if that
was before or after the collection had been removed. To
date there is no accounting.

3. The entire corps of Sikh religious and political leaders in
power in India, whether Congress or Akali, is corrupt to
the core. They are collectively responsible for
systematically destroying our historical buildings and
erecting marble structures to replace them through kar
sewa babas and obliterating all signs of 1984 attack.
They have collectively failed to demand accounting from
the Govt. of India for the plundered Sikh library.

4. British have safely protected our heritage for over 150
years and they have respect for history. Leave them
there. Besides it is the inhertitance of the British
Sikhs now. They should demand that it stay there and
the rest of the diaspora Sikhs should side with them.

Hardev Singh Shergill
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Following May Be Ordered From The K.T.F. of N.A. Inc. 3524 Rocky Ridge Way, El Dorado Hills, CA 95762
Books by Gurbakhsh Singh Kala Afghana:

1. faugs ot 913 3° A9 T H9dT 3791 9-€ »i3 90 H. ASTHH FAW & nigdrs ||
2. H'H H'H &fT 1Y S918 3. 3939 572 4. Ig-8 €1 aAed 3 Jofe®H USAdt €. 10 yAsSs & 327 US $110.00
fea yAsa &t 27 US $10.00 3 US $3.00 3 = 1I

For individual volumes please add $3 for postag, maximum $10.00 . Please make checks payable to KTF of N.A. Inc.
In Canada these books are available from: Gurinder S. Brar, 122 Old Mill Road, Cambridge, Ontario, N3H 4R8
Other Books available from K. T. F. of N. A. Inc.:

8. Sikh Religion and Christianity, author G.S. Sidhu, UK Bheta $4.00 including postage ~ Note: Any 30 copies
9. Sikh Relgion and Islam, authors G.S. Sidhu and Gurmukh Singh, UK  Bheta $4.00 including postage  of Nos. 8-11 donation
10. An Introduction to Sikhism, author G.S. Sidhu, UK Bheta $4.00 including postage ~ $100.00 For free

11. Panjab and Panjabi, author G. S. Sidhu, UK Bheta $5.00 including postage  distribution by donor.

12. Teaching Sikh Heritage To The Youth, author Dr. Gurbakhsh Singh. Bheta $5.00, including postage. For bulk copies please
write to Canadian Sikh Study and Teaching Society #108, 1083 SE Kent St. Vancouver, B.C. V5X4V9, Canada.

13.“Sikhs in Hisotry” by Dr. Sangat Singh, Paper Back, Bheta $10.00, Hard Back, Bheta $15.00, including postage.
14. SGPC publications FREE. We pay the postage.

15. TAH 918 fogs, fapmat smar frwr, »igl Bheta $5.00 including postage.

Note: @AH IH &g is also available free of cost from: Col. Avtar Singh, 2339-68 Corporate Drive, Scarborough, Ontario,

M1H 3H3. email singh.a@Rogers.com
Books and CDs available from other sources:

16. Avtar Singh Dhami, 3336 Bridge Road, Hayward, CA 94545. Religious bks. Dr. Sahib Singh’s ‘SGGS Darpan’ on his website:

www.gurugranthdarpan.com. Email: <singhavtar@msn.com>

338 S faegies, Tweig fru &t fadt uAsa Q0 3% wHTlr, U 3%T el HE 3 |l

17. Guru Granth Sahib- French and German Translation: Jarnail@sympatico.ca
CDs: (1) ‘Sikh Di Pachhaan’ Free 23 hr CD on 25 topics answering most commonly asked questions about Sikhi on the basis of
Gurbani by Prof. Darshan Singh Khalsa (Ex-Jathedar): Interfaith Charities, 1540 Barton Road #222, Redlands, CA 92373.
www.Interfaithcharities.org
(2) Gurbani-CD Free by Dr. Kulbir Singh Thind, MD, 3724 Hacienda Street, San Mateo, CA 94403, USA drksthind@yahoo.com
pNjwbl lyKW Agy KbrW vwsqy vYb :www.sikhmarg.com and www.sawaddinews.com
Informative websites: www.sanjhsavera.com;www.sikhspectrum.com;www.passionfortruthtv.com

Khalsa Tricentennial Foundation of North America Inc.
3524 Rocky Ridge Way
El Dorado Hills, Ca 95762
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If you do not wish to receive this bulletin, please write ‘do not mail’ across the label and return to sender.
If you wish for someone else to receive it, please provide us with their mailing address. Thank you.
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